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to the neijiliborliond," said tlio qiiiirtfTmnstor. 'Hint ihorr htv

two coiiiMiiiiR':^ ill tlic C!itfC', iiiid tlu'iv arc five or six iiicii in

Conches and Blanjjy who arc qiiito rapahlc of the act.—Ton-

sard, whom I should suspect the most, spent the ni,<:ht in

drinkini,'. Why, Laiigluiiit' tlie miller, your (lc|)iit\. (liiuTal,

was of tlie weddinp party ; he was there the whole time. They
were so dnink that they conid not stand iipriirht. and they

bron^'ht the bride home at half-past oni\ wliil(> it i~ I'vident

from the return of Miehaud's horse that he was murdered l)o-

tween twelve and eleven o'clock. At a (juarler-pa>t ten Groi-

6on saw the whole party at table, and Miehaud went that way
to Soulanj,H's, and he was in Soulan^a's by eleven o'clock. Ifis

horse swerved and pawed the LM'ound on the road by the lod<;e

gates, hut Michaud mij;lit have received the shot before he

reached Blani,^'. and have held on for some time afterwards.

Warrants must be issued for twenty persons at the least, and

every one under suspicion must be arrested: but th<'se p'utle-

men know the peasants as well as I do: you may keep them in

prison for a year, and you will ;:et nothinj: ont of them but

denials. What do you mean to do with the party in Tonsard's

place?"

Langlume, the miller and deputy mayor, was summoned,
and he gave his version of the evening's events. They wore

all in the tavern, he said, no one lefi it exce[)t to go into the

yard for a few minutes. TTe himself had gone out with Ton-
eard about eleven o'clock; something was said about the moon
and the weather; they had heard nothing. FFe gave the names
of all the party, not one of them had left the place, and to-

wards two o'clock in the morning they had gone homt> with

the newly-married couple.

The General and the public prosecutor, taking counsel with

the lieutenant and the quartermaster, determined to s(Mid to

Paris for a clever detective, who should come to the chateau

as a workman, and be turned away for l)ad conduct. TTe

should drink and assiduously frequent the Orand-I-Vert, and
hang about the country in discontent with the (leneral. It was
the best way of lying in wait to catch a chance indiscretion.
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