
AN IMPIRIAL DOCK * HARIOR

view of tlu' ainiH of this ImkIv as t<» suppoHo that oiu*

sole and only int«'i«'st in roniincrrc antl industry is

in the plus siy;n we so nnu-h lovr to see when we
conu' to IwdaiHM' our accounts. Sinct* this is our

home and since we ai'c citi/cns here—since here live

ouf diildiTu and oui- friends, we must a<linit, if we

are decent husiness men and not pai-asites, that we
should pay for what we y;et, n'wr value for what we

have received—acknowledji'e that we owe as nnicli

tft ihe future as we have received fi'oni tin* past.

In such a spirit we may face the jir(»l»lems of oui

future. For Vancouver lias cei-tain prohlems to

solv«'— foi- lierself, for tlu' Province, fur the Do-

minion, for the Kmpire. We nnist, therefore, define

oin- piohleni and settle our point of view. The point

of view, I take it, of a Hoard of Trade, is that of

those wlu» make and sell and handle j^oods. The
])rol>leni is that of onr eonnnen'ial and industrial

relations with the ocean in front and the continent

behind us. Vancouver must face this ])robleni with-

out Itlinkinji:, and solve it without hesitation, or we
shall lose our chance on the Pacific Ocean.

The first thinj>; we have to account for is the fact

that we are fronting' the Pacific Ocean. That being

well understood and far beyond controversy, we
must recojfiiize that inasmiu^h as all the railroads

on the n(»rthern i)art of the continent, both in the

United States and Canada, are coming here; that .all

the steamship companies hoping to do business with

Canada on the Pacific also must come here. We must

understand what all this means, and meet the situa-

ti«»n. It means that if Canada on the new Pacific is

ev r to have a world port, that port nuist be Van-

couver. It must be where the land and water routes


