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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winulpeg, March 5, 1898.

‘Business with the city jobbing trade
is opening out in o very satisfactory
manner, and the volume all around
Is larger than last year. Winuipeg
is not getting any very great benefit
from the Kiondike rush, A little out-
fitting is belng done here, but it is
hardly noticed in the general volume

of trade. Winnipeg jobbers in some
lines, lowever, arce filling orders

through toakt houses for Klondike
supplies, so that directly and indir-
octly the Klondike Dusiness will form
a feagure In the trade of the city.
The Klondike fever is not absorbing
attention entively from more prac-
tical and staple investments.  Mani-
toba lands, for instance, continue to
Improve in demand. The sales of the
Canadian Pacific railway land depart-
ment were three fold greator duriug
Iast month than for February of last
year, and otler reports are equally
hopeful, It s not to the Klondike
rush that we look for business, but
to the development of the greater
Klondike right it home in the rich
lands of the prairie region, ‘The con-
tinued improvement in the demand for
lands for settlement is the most hope-
ful feature In the situation, Rail-
waly traffic is very hieavy, due largely
to the Klondike rush, Trains some-
times hrave to he run in twaq sections,

Bank clearings at Winnipeg this
week were §1,566,141, compared with
£941,596 for the corresponding weck
lakt year and §1,001,153 for the like
week two years ago.  For the month
of February this year clearings at
Winnipeg were $5,517,340, compared
with $3,S51013 for TFebruary Jast
year and $4,052,581 for February of
1896.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipey, Saturday, March 3
BICYCLES.

Consamers arc not vuying yet, bhut
dealersare getting in their supplies
for the spring trade. Prices of stan-
dard wheels wit be 83 to F10 lower
than last season. In Winnipoeg hicy-
clcs have been used more or less il
winter.

FISH.

Winter fishing is about over. A\
good many whitefish have heen taken
in Lake Manitobag bat it is sall the
fish caught at Lake Winnipeg have
beenn mestly pickervl,  the whitefish
having cvidently gonce farthed north
this wintes than usual. Insldies are
seliing at 6 to Tc. Other prices are
about the same.

FLEL.

There is no chauge in the lucal situ-
ation. Irices are the same and busi-
ness is mederate, owing to mild wea-
ther. A report from  Duluth says.
“Hard coal was advanced to £5.20 a
ton this weck, a risc of 30 cents a
ton. Tho circular price has wil along

THE COMMERCIAL

been $5.25, but for a month or two has
been entirely disregarded, and $475
has been the rullng price. IHard coul
nearly always advances in the spring,
but the raist comes earlier thl+ year
than usual. It Is done to get busi-

ness In fhape for next year, =0 the
companies say. Hpcking ceoal stil

solls at $2.60 and Youghlogheny at
£2.,75. The stocks of coal left here at
the close of navigation will be avout
wiliat they were in past years. In-
stend of a shortagre of 200,000 tons
in soft coul which many expected.
there may Le a, surplus of that
amount.”

GREEN FRULITS.

Oranges and lemons are easfer, Mexi-
can oranges have been reduced 30 to
75¢ per box. In order to clear out hal-
ance of stock. Navels have been reduc-
ol 23 to 30¢ per box. Some scedlings
are now offered at about $3. The new
stack now offering is good quality. but
there is some poor hckl navels which
are selling as low as under §3  box.
Lemons are 25c¢ kox lower. Choice ap-
ples hold firm. but off quality are sell-
ing at buyers’ prices. Craunberries are

gotting  scarce, I'rices arg  ag
follows : Mexican oranges, $£3.00
to  $3.50; naval  oranges.,  $3.75

to  $4.25; bananag, per bunech, $2.350
to £3.50; Californin lemons, $3.75 to
$1.00 per box; apples. Ontario stock,
$4 to §4.50 per oarrel for good to
choice, sonthern apples $4 per bbl; off
quality, $2.00 to 33.50 per bbl as to
oomdition: cranberries, unfrozen, SS tu
$8.50 a barrel; frozen stceek, 87  to
$7.50 per bbls  sweet potatoes §5
per bbls Malaga grapes $7 to $7.50
per keg: Ontario biack walnuts. 8 1b.:
cocoanuts, S1 per doz.; Siclly filberts,
large. 11 to 12¢ per 1b;  Grenoble
walnuts. 13c¢; fizs, fancy elemes, $1.40
to §1.50 per 10 1bh. box. 30 'h. boxes,
16¢; 50 b, boxes, 17c per b, <dates,
7 1-2c per 1b; shelled walnuts, 20 to
25¢. per Ib; imported celery, 60 to
75¢ per doz,

. GROCERIES.

e fature of the locat awarket iz
the upward tendency in domestic ean-
ned goods.  Ali | nes ave firm, and corn
and tomatoces are again quoted higher
this week.  Sugars are firn. ‘Tho
tendency here is to advance prices 1-82,
i sympathy with the advance report-
cd last week in the east.  The press
we quote on sugars are net prices and
they will probably be advanced 1-3-~.
In cerenus pot, barley and rice are h gh-
er, Japan heng quoted at 53-8, Oat-
meal Is also firm and higher for relled
oats.  Dried apples cannot be Lad ad
the mside price quoted recentiy. tur-
sants bave appreciated from the -
side price quoted a sliort time ago,
Se~ quotat:ons on another page.

HARDWARE.

Business Is maving very satisfactor-
dy in thisline. The price changes this
week are a decl ne of 5c on cut nadls
to £2.45 base price, and the advanco
ol 2¢, noted clsewhere, an linseed ol
I ader twwine iz moving some, thougin
buying i+ not active yet for this ar-
ticle. The market is very firin for
this article.  Cordage has been k-
vieimg steadily for some time, owing
to the increased cost of both raw ma-
nila amd sisal, and binder twino is of
course affected the same as rope hy
tats advance in the price of tho raw
matcral. Quotations lor blure- twin~
are abont the sune as Iast year, the
ranovat of the duty having been fully
counterbalanced by the increased cest
o! the raw matenal, witk a firm tend-
eney. .

LEATIIER.

The market is very firm. A whilo
ago It was said that leather would
llﬁ\'t‘ to o up uml hides would comeo
dowi, 8 as to equalize prices between
bidkes and leather. The hiide market,
however, has held very firnvand  the
tendeney hap been hlgher, consequent-
Iy the fecling in leather is very strong.
Harn.es leather advanced le In the
east last week. P-iens here ave firm
and may go higher. Business is good.

LUMBER.

A rather better feeling prevals In
the trade this week. Differences be-
tween dealers, both whoesale and re-
tail, ars belng adjusted o a satisfac-
tory basls, One principal troubie be-
tween the wholesale and retall trade
18 understood to have been removed
this week., The ontlook 5 aso more
hopeful for a Letter understanding be-
tween the city retail det'ers. It wil)
cortainly be very much better for the
dealers to  work harmonious’y than
t» engage In price eutting, which only
resalts in business deanora’ization and
wes:  Any gain to consumers [rom
vric s cutting is not o putlic galn wlen
it resalts In loss. Prospects are  good.
There will certainly be anore building
this year, both in the city and coun-’
try, than there has been for some tinme.

PAINTS, OILS, ETC.

Ling:ed ol], which has been very
firm for some time has advanend 2¢
to Sd4c¢ and 37¢ for raw aud bhoiled
resnectively, in barres. Torpentine is
a'sy> stronger and may be higher.
Business is onening out nieely. Ordery
have heen coming in  from western
1>ty for some time, and now near-
by points are beginning to place or-
ders for thelr soring requirements.

PAPER BAGS. .

Paper bags have been selling at very
Iow prices tor some time, owing to
keen competition anong manufactur-
ors.  The competition was carried to
such i extent that there was nothing
jefe i the bus-iness for jobbers, as wan-
ufacturers were sellng small orders
about as low as for larger orders. The
prices were cut so fine that manufac-
turers felt they could not meet any
Qlsccunts for laxge orders. Recently
manuiacturers have comec together
anu arranged the business on a mwore
reasonable bass. A graduated :cale
ot prices has heen established, in pro-
o1 tion to the size of orders. and valuss
Love been advanced about 10 per cent.
The new baxis of prices will enable
jubbers to handle bags on a small mar-
o o profit, as by buying in Iarge
lot., tlereby goetting car lot freight
1ates as well as the lower price for
large purchases, they will be ablo to
scll to the trade here at about mill
prices for small fots.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT-The markety opened firm
this week, advancing shayply on Mon-
oy, made a further gain on Tuesday,
held steady on Wadnesday., decline
ed slight'y on Thuriay, and declined
1c on Friday JArgentine shipments
inve  been large &> far this year,
comnared  with Inst year. The vis-
ible supply Is declining more rapldly. It
is expected Monday's statement  will
show a &oldne of 1,500,000 bushels
this week., The decdine in the visible
last week was 1,345,000 bHushicls,

Th> «xi: market has  been dwll.
There was some baying of May wheat
at 1, Fort Willinm. Casli wheat
ranged from 97 to 99¢ during tho
week.  Yesterday 97 1-2¢ was quot~



