THE COMMERCIAL.

367

of the extra warchouse on Sixteenth street—
the Empire—dcclared regular by the divectors
four years’ ago, is an illustration of the risks of
wmaking ‘regular® any of the storehouscs not
built as first-class clevators. Then, too, grain
put into vessels cannot bo gotten out without ex.
trn trouble and vxpense. Lut these are less il
cult matters than to Gl ont what are the canses
and the probable consequences of this glat,
That there have been shortages in the world’s
crops of wheat and corn in LEurope as well us in
this country and Caunnda iy indigputable, and
yot we see grain piling up in Liverpool, aud
New York, and Chicago, and no gpur given to
the demand hy the lower prices that ave heing
made. .

Is there too much wheat as there is too much
iron, wool, leather? Iave the energy and the
high prices of the last few yeas produced a
glut of wheat as of manufactures? It is not
in the United States alone that railioads sie
covering vast tracts of new land witih men amt
money, Australis and the Argentine Confed.
cration and India are being supplied with new
lines of trom.portation, awl arv developing a
capability of raising illions of bushels of su-
plus wheat. Is their competition destined to
compel our farmers to readjust their prices?
Our agricalturists have been inaking mouey out
of the harvests of their new soil, us 1f the prai.
ries were oceans of gratuitous mulk from which
they could take the cream for the tiouble of
skimming. 1 it is possible to have oo many
transportation factories and too many shoe fac-
tories, may it not Le possible to have too mauny
wheat factories? Ave not the hard times now so
provalent over ihe industrial world gicatly
lessening the ability of the poor, who are the
vast majority, to consume food with the appe.
tite of theiv prosperous years?

It is very casy to ask these questions; it is
hard to auswer them. We have no cut-and-
dried responses.  Certain it is, however, that if
*ho competition of other wheat.raising countries
is going to compel a permanent change in the
terms on which we have been able to sell our
surplus in the world’s markets, the socialand in-
dustrial changes which will come with that re-
adjustment will amonnt to nothing less than an
cconomic revolution, Meanwhile, until the glut
at Chicago is broken by foreign markets coming
up to our figure or Chicago going down to theirs,
the accumulation means less business for the
railroads in hauling grain to this market, less
demand at the country stationy for the farmers’
stuff; less tradeat the country stores and less of
a market for the products of manufacture.
These wheels are all cogged together, and if one
slows up the other must slew up.—~Chicago 7'ri-
bnne, Jan. 17th,

Paper-Making in China,

There can be no question as to the snecess of
paper manufacture in Shangai.” All requisites
are to be obtajued withont the least diffieulty—
o .plentiful supply of water, an abundunce of
raw material to work with, cheap manual labor,
cheap motive power, and a more than sufficient
market. Nine years ago Mr. Doyle introduced
thé enterprise’ into Japan, and ive belicve there
are acarly a dozen in full operation there.
Those mills that were properly constructed at

tho outset, aml were placed under efficient and
skilled management, have been exceptionally
successsul, amd, if we vemember rightly, the
mill at Osakacleared itself in three yenrs, while
the oneat Ojfi paid adividend last yearof seven.
teen per cent, on stock amounting to 365,000.
The other milly wore less successful, hut none
have proved failures; and we helicve wo are
right in making the statement that the entivo
encerprise of paper mannfacture in the land of
the rising sun is now in the hands of the Japan.
cse, who have so nddvanced in theart as to think
themselves justified in dispensing with foreign
supervision.  Another interesting feature
conpection with the paper teade of Japan is
that while nine or ten mills have Leen working
successfully, tue importations of foreign-mado
paper have cousiderably increasud—more than
doubled during the lust fow years.e--Orverland
Chine Muil,

. @

Canadian Reciprocity.

As the question of reaiprocity 1s attractimg
cutsidetnble attention at present ; 1t may be e
teresting to know juss what acticles were al-
lowed to pass fice of duty hetween these
countries under the old treaty which was abro-
gated in 1863, The followmy isa list of articles :
Gru, tlour, and breadstatfs of all kinds ; ani.
mals of all kinds; fresh, smoked and salted
meats, cotton-wool, seeds, and vegetables; un-
diied fruits, diied frnits ; fishof all kinds ; pro-
ductg of fish and all other cveatuves living in
the water ; poultry, cggs, hides, furs, skins,
or tails, undressed; stone or marble in its
crude or unwronght state; slate; butter,
cheese, tallow; lawd, horns, manures; ores or
all kinds; coal; pitch, tar, turpentine, ashes,
timber and lumber of all kinds, round, hewed,
and sawed, unmanufactured i whole or in part ;
firewood ; plaunts, shrubs and trees; pelts,
woul; fish oil; rice, broom-corn and bark;
gypsum, ground or unground; hewn, or
wrought or unwronght bwrr or grindstones ;
dyestaffs flax, -hemp aud tow, unmanufac-
tured ; unmanufzctured tobacco ; rags.

Plax Belting.

A forcign exchauge réports that the latest
patent in banls used for machinery is one for
an invention by which, it is claimed, the only
good belt made of textile fabric can Le pro-
dueed ; it is not affected by change of tempera-
ture, stretches very little, is thoroughly watex-
proof, is as durableas leather, and being without
the obhjectionuble joiuts and splicings of a leath.
er belt, it runs stiaighter and truer.  The Lelt
is made solely of the best Russian flax, and in
price is from 25 to 60 per cent. cheaper than
leather helting.  The unusual strengtheof the
Lelting vesults from its heing folded somewhat
peculiarly, which slso accounts for its stretch-
ing so little, It is rendered waterproof by an
entively new process known only te the Russiun
governmert, the peculiarity of which process
gives it a marvelous grip of the pulley, and, no
matter bow long the belt is used, this neves
it. The flax belt hasbeen in use in in Russin
for move than two years and a balf, and it has
siven the greatest satisfaction.

Gas from Sawdust.

The Minueapolis Tribune is in rveceipt of a
letter from George Walker, manager of the saw.
dust.gas works at Desoronto, Ont., which gives
us some interesting information in respect of the
wauufacture of the new gas, although he does
uot go into the details of the wanufacture for
stated reason that certain patents which have
been applicd for in the United States and Can.
ada are still pending. My, Walker states that
hie is making illaminating gas from dry sawdust
and is producing from 20,000 to 30,000 cubio
feot of gas from cach net ton of sawdust, The
gas, when puritied and rveady for use, is stated
to be fully equal to ordinary coal gas, and as
wood containg no sulphur and very little ammo.
nia, the sawdust gas is more easily puritied than
coal gas, and the purifying process is by no
means as oxpensive as in tho case of gas made
from coal. It isapparently an casy matter to
change a coai-gas plant to a saw-dust armnge-
ment, ag the storage and distribution of the
sawdust gas, and in fact most of the appara.
tus, are precisels the same for sawdust gas as
for cou! gas, and the same barners are used for

hoth.
The sawdust from which Mr. Walker makes

gas at Desoronts is from white pine, but, he
states, the gas can be made from wood of any
varicty, althongh resingus wood is pieferable to
non-resinous hy reason of its larger yield of gas.
Mr. Walker’s process for generating gos from
sawdust is carricd on ahinest eutirely by ma-
chinery, the sawdust being dried and fed into
the apparatus and the product discharged al.
most without labor. In localities where there
exists a market for the other products of tho
carbonization of sawdust—for gun-powder ma-
terial, wool tar, acctic acid, wood alcohol, ete.,
—the cost of the gas is reduced to an extremely
low figure.

The experimment at Desoronto seems to be
quite successful, and it is probable that the new
gas will be introduced elsewhere where the raw
material is plentiful.

British Playing-Card Manufacture.

Playing-card making is an industry that in
Eugland is in comparatively few hands; and
tho manufacture is, moreover, almost exclusive.
ly confined to Eugland, there being only one
maker in Ireland, and none in Scotlaud, in
which latter kingdom, indeed, the trade scems
neve: to have taken root.  7he Printing Times
states: **The number of makers and individual
partners in England, which stood in 1881-82 at
fifteen, had increased in 1882-83 to nineteen.
Happily there has been a considerable increase
in the number of packs manufactured, last
year’s total being 1,216,960 as compared with
1,150,560 in 1851.82. The stamp duty paid
thercon was £15,2°2 last year, and £14,382 in
the preceding twelvemonth., Hitherto the offi.
ciul playing-card wrappers have been supplied
by a private firm, but the Commissioners of In.
land Revenue have now made arrangements to
produce these wrappers in the Stamping De-
partment at Somerset House, where certain
confidential revenue priuting is already carried
on. In order to ensure greater security, the

stawnps are now printed on water-marked pa-
per.




