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THE, COMMERCIAL,

The Sale of Tobacco to Minors.

The grocery and genoral store trade in this
province must keop in mind the act passed in
tho last session of the Oatorio legislature to
preveot the salo of tobacco to minora Asit
comes in forco the ficet of next month, its pro
visiuns ought to be known to all traders con
cerned. The following is the wording of the
act :—

1. Any person who either dircetly or iudi
rectly sells or gives or furnishes to a minor
under cighteen years of age cigarrets, cigars or
tobacco in any form, shall on summary couvic
tion thereof before a justice of the p.ace be
subject to a penalty of not less than $10, or
more than §50, with or without costs of prosicu
tion, or to imprisonment, with or without hard
labor, for any term not eaceeding 30 Jdays, or
to Loth fioe with o- without costs and impris-
onment to the said amount end for the said
amount aund fur the card term, in the diswietivn
of the convicting magistrate. Aad in caswe of
a fiao, or a fine and costs being awarded, and of
the same not being upon conviction forthwith
paid, the justice may commit the offader to
the cummun gual, thero to be impnisvaed for
any term nut excceding thirty days, ualess the
fine aud costs are sooner paid.

2, This act shall not apply to a sale to the
nunor for his pareut of guatGidn uudol o
written request or order of the parent or
guardizn.

3. A person who shall appear to the magis.
teate to be under 18 years of age, shall be
presumed tv be under that age ualess it is
shown by cvidence that he is in fuct oves

that age.

4. ’lghis act shall go iato effect on the 18t day
of July, 1892.

The traders who hold licenses to sell tob: co
in towns and cities whore such sale is subject
to municipal regulation, ere permitted by those
licouses to sell to all minors over 14 years of
age. The municipal act gives to towns and
citics the power to regulate the tobacco trade
for mninors up to that age. It will therefore
seem that there is a collision of authority be-
tween the provincial and municipal law, the
former prohibited sale to minors between four-
teen and eighteen, and tho latter permitting it.
In the issve of Teronto licenses it is intended
that a stamp shall Le placed on each license
atating the provincial law on the subject, which
it will be advisable for the licensed trader to
give tho prefcrence to. lo places wherelizcnes
aro got issued to tobacco dealers there is but
ono courso opeo, and that is not to sell to aoy-
body below cighteen years of age.

A by law is nuw in course of legislation by
the Toronto city council to further regulste the
sale of tobacco to minors under fourteen years.
1t is directed against automatic meauns of selling
cigacretes. Somo dealers ¢vading the by-law
'u; y‘w.\.:ias »:Knilut&& wovue of theas gkl la
the-slot machines, aud allowing the machineto
do the bausincss, This by law brings that trade
under thoe geoeral city by-law governing the
tenure of licenses.—Grocer.

The Far Noi'th (ountry.

On the subject of Wm. Ogilvic’s exploratory
survey last summer in the far country between
the Peace and Laird rivers, on the cast side of
the Rocky Mountains, the interior report says :
**Tho object of the expedition was to examiao
that part of the country between Peace and
Laird rivers in the vicinity of the 120 degree
muridian west of Greenwich, and obtain sa
much information as possible concerniug 1t.
Imsinveived a journey of upwards of 250 miles
through country of which very little has here-
tofore beca kaown. About two.thirds of this
journcy was accomplished ia the canoe, the
semainder across countey on fuot. Nearly the
whuic distaoce is thickly wouded, aod ia wany
places would yicld much excelloat lumber,
which will in due timc be serviceable. Tafort
unately tho water system on which it is sitoated
flows to tho Arctic occan, which practically

shats it vt of esisting markots. The general
character of tho soil is faw, much of it wood;
there are, however, many exteurive swamps
covered with a deep growth of moss and small
timber, which dotract fror. he value of the
country genoraliy. Mr. Ogilvie belisies that
most of these can, whenever tt is found uccess-
ary, Le drained, and when this is accomplished
it is probable they will as has been tho
caso elsewhere, prove to Lo as good if not
botter than the rest of the country. Climatis
conditions aside, the general character of
this tract rescmbles very much the country
along the Athabasca and lower Peace rivers,
Mr. Ouilvie passed through it at a time of the
year (October) when a simple record of tem.

eraturcs would oot be a reliable indication of
its sutability for agricultural purposes; but
Judgiag from the flora he is of the opiunion that
tho condiivns are just as favorable as in a
similar latitude on the Athabasca and upper
Mackenzie, from which 1t will bo seen the agri-
cultural possibilities are greater than would be
supposed takiog latitude into consideration,
though not favorable cnough to warrant advice
to go beyond the millious of acres of fine agri-
culiural land already surveyed aand sottied 12
this region.

Lieutenant-Governor Schultz in his report
upon the district of Keewatin says :—

With rderence to what 1 stated 1o my nnoal
report of 1590, I have since received from
Churchill and other quarterr fuller information,
and hence advised you that, while American
whalers have ceased to visit that part of
Keewatin sca coast south of the mouth of
Chesterficld Inlet, it is aimply because they
have exhausted that area and confined their
cffortsto the still more northern Canadian waters
of Fox and other channels, Rowe's \Welcome
and Lyoan Iuniet, leaviog the more southerly
waters referred to, in which thoy had carried
on their operations without slightest referonco
to the distance from shore; while to cnable
them to avoid late navigation of Hudson Straits
thoy frequently wiutered, as I advised you, in
one of the harbors of Marble1slaud, where they
traded to the Esquimaux with goods upon
which no duty was paid, thus violating the
rovenuc laws of Canada, and iojuring the trade
of a Canadian English company who traded
with goods upon which duties had been paid,”

South Australia:n Wheat Grop.

According to official returas just issued at
Adelaide the yield per acre of tho late wheat
crop of South Australia wason y 4 bushels 9 lbs
against & bushels 37 lbs last scason. ‘I'akin
tho acerage this scason at 1 700,000, tho tota
crop works out 7,000,000 bushels, ayuinst 9,400,
000 bushels ia 1891, and 14 609,00 bushels in
1890. ‘The most recer b estima.o of the export
surplus was 670,000 qrs, including the carry-
over atock ; this will now have to boreduced to
500,000 qrs, say rouwlly 100,000 tons. Farther
Europsan reqairements of Australasian wheat
will, therefore, have to be met in the maia by
Victorian and New Zsland shippers, and itis
likely that the latter crop will not bo shipped
freely until August-Septomber, wacn it may be
wn condition.—Liverpool Corn Trade Neics,
May 24.

British Grain Trade.

Tho Mark Lzue Express, of Juno 6, in its
weekly review of the Biitish grain trade, says:
“Tho hay and oats crops threaten to bs very
short, bat the aext seven weeks may brng the

) yicld of wheat and barley nearly up to the

mean.  BExpectations of fail crops have, how-
cver, been abandoned. Tho deliveries of Kog-
lish wheat duciag the past mooth wero uacx-
pectedly heavy, averaging nearly 200,000 qrs o
weeh.  Forcign wheats aro depressed, aad
hiave Jdedined 1a at Aall, theugh at Loadua
they arono cheaper. At Liverpool California
wheat is fitmet, aod American red wiater at
Maachester is stcady. The downward Jimit of
American prodace scems to havo been reached.

America practically controls tho trade. Iadia
is shipping 200,000 qra weekly, which ia 50.000
qrs below June, 1891, when prices ranged
much higher, the quotations then being 43 per
qr, ngaiust 328 per yr now.  The recent salea
of flour have been at extremely low rates. The
spring grain trade is unscttled. Beans, peas
and flax seed have deddined 6d.  Corn lws ad
vanced 3d.”

Grain and Milling,

The Virden Chrunicle recently had a very fair
article upon wheat prices to Manitoba farmers,
and the general relationship between the farm-
cr and tho grain dealor. It ia customary with
some papers and many individuals to takesides
with tho farmers against the grain men in fur-
thering the belief that the former do not get lc
gitimate values for their grain. Xu fact the Le
lief held by some farmers that they ave badly
used in this matter, is very largely due to the
encouragement given to this belief by others,
who wish to keep on the amooth side of the
farmer, The Virden paper, however, states
the case very fairly. In the matter of tle
farmer shippmog his «wa wheat the Chivne
says that when reporting the extra 5 cents
which he made by shippiog himself, the farmer
is very liable to overlook the expense of insur-
ance, ioleresy, ote., aud luss frum shurtages,

A meeting of the members of the Winnipeg
grain exchange was held last weel: and the
question of securing a large public clevator fur
Winnipeg was fully discussed. A committee
composed of D. G. McBean, G. R. Crowe, N.
Bawlf, A. McGaw and A. Atkinson was ap-
pointed to confer with Supt. Whyte, of the
Canadian Pacific railway.

At Chicajo during May July wheat ranged
from 803 to 84} cents. This shows a steady
market for the month. During May, 189],
the rango for July option was from 973 &
31.063 ; May 1890, from $83% t0 9§ ; May 1839,
753 to 803 cents; May 1888, from 83 to 91i;
and Auring May 1887 from 83} to 88 cents per
bushel.

N. Bawlf, grain dealer, Winnipeg, contem-
plates the erection of a fine block on his Prie
cess street property, the buildiogs upon which
were recently burned. Ho i3 negotiiting with
the board of trade and grain exchange for quar-
ters in the proposed building.

Tho new mill being built at Portage 1a Prai
rio, Mau., by the Lako of the Woods Milling
Company, is nearing complotion.

The olevator being built at Miami, Man., by
Carson Broa., with a capacity of 30,000 bushels,
is being pushed to complotion.

The Manitoba and Norfhwestern.

A deputation of members consisting of Rass,
Laiy, Macdunaid, Waliace and Senawr i cticy,
waited upon tho Premier, and 3essra. Foster
and Haggact, at Ottawa last week, to arge thai
the Manitoba and Northwestera railway be ac.
corded tho same privileges in the matter of
carr{idng supplics, stores, etc., as the Calgary
and Edmonton and the Regina and Long Lake
railways, viz., $50,000 a year. It is said that
if this snbsidy is granted, the road will be ex-
tended to Prince Albert tnis year. The conn
try through which the cxtension would ruais
unsurpasscd, and the Manitoba Northwestern
is perhaps the best colonization railway in the
west to-day, 83 far as refors to tho 6pening up
of tho new regioa beyond the prescat termisus
of the road Tug CoMVERCIAL, while -ppossd
to land grants, approves of reasonable assist
apce to enlonization roads, and an ann o cast
subsidy uatil such timo as tho rozd can be made
a payiong property, appears to be a good way o
giving assistance.

— -

The partaership carnod on undet iue fira
aame of Smalley & Chactler, goneral mecchants,
Westbourne, Manitoba, has beea asssolicd
The business will bo carricd on in tho old
premises by A, E. Smaslley.




