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TAKE STOCK.

The majority of business men in Win-
nipeg and throughout the Provinee do,
we helieve, take caveful reckoning of the
amount of stock they have on hand at
regular stated seasons of the yaar. By
doing s0 and by carefully examining their
accounts, they can find out exactly what
their business has amounted to since the
last time of stock taking, and whether it
has beer .« profitable one or not. The
task is not & very pleasant one, and in-
volves considerable labor of an irksome
character. But this is no reason why it
should - >t be done with the utmost thor-
oughnuss, or why it shoul be slipped over
as something to Le avoided. He who
takes stock and balances his books regu-
larly works at a great advantage over a
rival in trade who is content with doing
the work half and trusting to guess-work
for the balance. This slip-shod manner
of conducting business is the cause
of many failures that occur. The wer-
chant does not become sufliciently inti-
mate with his business in all its ramifica-
tion to be able to tell exactly what classes
of goodshave been the most profitable for
him to handle, or which are proving a
drag by sticking too long on the shelves.
This class of business men go on from
year to year in this way. As longas
they can meet their liabilities withous
much difficulty they are content, though
they never know whether they are actu-
ally solvent or not. An evil day comes
along, and the burden having become too
great, they go to the wall. They are sur-
prized at the unexpected turn in their af-
fairs, and realize, when too late, that their
easy-going, happy-go-lucky way of doing
business has been the great barrier to
success. Their books are in such a con-
fused state that itis next to impossible to
straighten themout. The accumulation
of old stock which should have been got
rid of long ago, even at a sacrifice, when
sold unly realizes a small percentage of
the original cost, and then when the es-
tate is wouud up, the merchant is left
without a cent, anc his creditors also sus-
tain serious loss.

The importance of regular and syste-
matic stock taking and straightening up

of accounts cannot be too strongly im-
pressed upon all business men. It is
necessary to insure that success which
every one who follows mercantile pursuits
desives.

THE HOP INDUSTRY.

That the soi: of Manitoba is especially
adapted to hop culture is abundantly
proven by the profusion with which wild
varieties of this useful plant grow in va-
rious parts of the Province. . The atten-
tion of tome capitalists is already being
turned in that direction, and inquiries
have of late been freely nadeas to where
the most suitable localities for developing
the industry are to be found. The cir-
cumstances to be desired in locating a hop
yard are rich soil, shelter from high winds
and proximity to some district where la-
hor is plentiful. Boys and women form
the army of hop-pickers generally, as it
is necessary on the ground of cheapness.
Male labor would be altogether too cestly
in this country to be used with profit.
Thereisplenty of the classof labor wanted
in our towns, and in the Indian reserves,
which could be made available. Proper
soil can be had in many parts, and the
shelter necessary from timber belts is also
not hard to find. There arve several lo-
cations throughout the Province than
which none could be better in this respect,
and where hands for the picking season
can be easily got.

Hop culture has of late been an ex-
ceedingly profitable business. Many far-
mers in Washington Territory and Ore-
gon have been devoting their attention
toit. This year the crop in the districts
mentioned was estimated at over 2,000.-
000 pounds.  The greater part was sold
at 75 cents per pound, and those not dis-
posed of that price are held for higher
figures. Marvellous stories are told in
all the hop growing districts of fortunes
made during the present hop boom. Hop
yards in Minnesota and other Northern
States have also yielded large profits to
their owners.

The demand at home is mcreasing
every year, and a considerable local sup-
ply could be easily disposedof We com-
mend the consideration of the develop-
ment of this industry to our capitalists. In
this country there is scarcely any limit in
the extent to which the resources of the
fertile soil may be }rought. We are told
that in many districts lots of money might

have been made last season in securing the
wild crop so profuse was the growth.

* IMMIGRATION.

From evory part of the Old World
come reports of a volume of immigration
to Manitoba and the North-west far inex-
cess of any previous year.in'our history,
The Government and the railway compa-
nies, backed up by the steamboat corpora.
tions, are sparing no etfort to place before
the inhabitants of the overcrowded cen-
tres of Great Britain and Eubope the ad-
vantages this country offers to those in
search of a néw home. Their efforts have
been crowned with most satisfactory re-
sults, and in the course of a month or
two we will begin to witness the fruits of
their labors. Old Canada will also con-
tribute largely of the bone and sinew of
her population to swell the ranks of those
who, by direct honesty and indus-
try and intelligent labor, are to make the
vast extent of our fertile lands extending
from the Red River a thousand miles
away to where the shadows of the Rock-
ies fall athwart the prairie, yield up its
hidden stores of wealth. An advance
guard two hundred strgf?\g has already ar-
rived, and these will belfollowed closely
by hundreds more. The tide of Ol
Country immigration will not set in for a
month to come, but with its advent there
will be witnessed van influx of honest’
hearts and willing hands unparaileled in
the annals of any country. Tasb year
the immigration was very large, but this
year it will be manifold greater.

The Government should make every
preparation for the reception of these peo-
ple.  Those from the Eastern Provinces
have no difficulty in looking after them-
selves and their interests, but the stran.
ger who hails from o foreign shore, and
landing in & country and amongst a people
so widelydifferentin all habits of life and
modes of business, is not so situated. The
immigration department have done but
half their duty when they have brought
him to this country. Every facility
should beafforded for giving all necessary
information as to wherehe should go and
what to do when he gets there. Already
large provision has been made in this di-
rection, but the increase in the number to
be attended to promises to be so great that
there is always a danger of inadequacy
in this respect. A helping hand en arri:
val, and the utmost vigilance in seeing
that - fair start is secured, is all that is §




