
THE COMMERCIAL.

PROHIBITION.
In view of proatîlsetl legislatioa hy thei

prescrit Doanitiwiu governuient 111)01 the
rotait liquor traflic many .Iournas o! Oua-
tario are takiuag tinte l'y the forelock,
and discussing tlie qtuestiuon of prohtibition
or restriction oaf that ta-ahlu', anut deliuaig,
according to titeir diflerent v-iws, tise
powors of the Domiinion and< provîincial
govorinacats iii conatcctioa witlî sitcb leg-
islatioui. T'he political, muore tliait thae
social boarigs o! the qutestionî are tuie
subjects o! discussion, anit feu', if ai Y,
jouirnals attouîipt to 1-casui fr-oni a COut-
inerciai stand-poiiat, Tlîat suclb a sulîJect
should bc considered cite of grî'at impiîor-
tance by social pliilosopliers is verv nat-
na-ai, aitt is a proof of the licaltiîy statî-
of the social atinospîee, batt tliat it
should ho madie a natter o! pau-ty politics
is anuch to lac regretted, anti lesseais tlit±
chainces of ant carly and pernianent set-
tiement o! tuie questiona. Th'is la matie
ovident i the results o! soutîe of the late
.Americaît clections, itiore particularty lit
Ohio, Iowa and Kanasas, wvliere the ques-
tion lias beci miade a political test of par-
tics, -and as a ataturat consequeace, iattol-
orant fainaticisni and dtifnt drunkeniness
lhaveo collideci asîd produccd a staute of i eg.
islative chaos oit the intatter. Sich a
course it la to be lîoped ivill lie avoîded
iii aIl the (Janadian provinces.

it is impossible to discuss the' questioni
of liquor prohibition front a purely coin.-
aaîerc;al standpoint without beiaag accuseti
of being sordin b>' a certaian chias o! phli-
lanthropists so cah1et, ai»] indeeti it is
necessary te v..aw it socially eveui foi' coin-
abùercial purposca.

Thlere can ie no dotîlt but a great
amount of evil inust eioer lac contaected
with the liquox trailic, s0 tona- as cite
class ef mortals are inclined to thîe exces-
sive use of alcoliol, and atiother to niake
mnoney bti questionaule maentis. The con-
pleto eradlication o! thiese evils it is safe
ta say> catuatt bai accoinplislicd, --iad the
social philosophia ntîst look for the best
means of initigating thei. Twio systeuras

oseeuriaag titis end have becat tricd, one
in, Europe antd Great Britain in particu-
lai-, and tîte other in soute of the United
States. The fia-st o! thecse is ta legishate
the liquor trafliç into a-espectability; aatd
the itheïr is, te crush it out of existence,
or à tl4at be ;inpossible te degrade it-
tfiat no respectable ai»d a-chable smait will
engage it it, It is ant axiomî of coina-
inerce tlaat a ta-affic -which is atot (tir 'ctly

criin al, înay 4o rostrictcd, l ut jn ust lai'

tlerated ; anîd any violation of thiis pria-

<'iple on thet plea of philaatliropy lias as
yot pro'.ed îînpracticaale wlivi eîîforcd lîy
legislatimIa. 'iîiclà ,,.sao ]lias oilv
d riven tlt' trallie ilnto the liaiîds of iiior,
uliasrupuilotîs parties thait w~otilt otlîtr.
%vise c igael if, anti iî the degrading

process ini somne portions of te States
Saove iii<iitioii(' the iIea.o-s i n liuors
andt their mitrons have becoiîîe a strong
amdil uxscru pulotis orgauîizatioîî tlint 1)its
law at <liiance. S'îcll a state of a i'
is l'y nio limaans to lie wislied for lin Catn-
(la, anti it is safe, to predict flint: à auy
legislatioîî xpon hlat suiject the rî.presen-
tativi's of thei people wvili act tipoil the et-
vatiîîg prisîciple, anîd secure for liquor
dlealers a class of iliea whose reputations
at Ieast are soute0 plcdge for tuie t'ondtîct
of tlheir buisinîess iii a iiiiiiiier that wiil
redtîce tbe evils of drunkemit-tss to a min-

Ini the Nortlî wv.st proiaibitioîi is en-
forceî la certain îaarti for the~ protection
of a -,veaker race, f r wiiosî' moral wei-
faire tile iiivatling atlitesa, to soutae ex-
tent respionsilile. As the' work, of settle-
tuient progresses it îîîust vaiîish liefore the
march of ciiilizatiouî, auad the etibrth

miade liv sortie t%) t'îîforceî this la\%î, wih
wias mntait oîî!y for Iîidiaîis, tpon iuitelli-
gent coîiiinities, oîîly lias tlie efleet of
driviîig a lierfectiy legitiiiatî' traie into
il legiti îîaate clîaaîaaels.

'Winnipeg Wholosale Trado.

Agrictiltnia iaclîuery of cvery dlescription
is oîat of decan'd at preseuit, aaid trade iii tlaese
goods inay lie saitl to lie nit a 5tandstill. City
liouses are g-ttiiig inatters rcady for upî-uug cola-
sîgýnîîaeats, anîd calcuiclara aînd othtr ornaiiacîtal
advertisîing in:îtterfarc bcginnîing to niake thacir
appcaîrance. '1e 8now of tile paat %veck lias
stirreil lit the ti-ade iii siciglis and cutters, ai
orders for freshi supplies have liecai ieccivecd
front diffoelit points of the couaîtry. Thiis i8
the(, oily brani of tlic traite sîoNvng any lite,
anad w'iulesajler-s caleuite upoij titat cnaid
beiiig soon over.

t'.(0T: AN l Mi îoF$.

The m intLr traîle init; 'usratici t ofbuasiness
is virtually over, andic u lreseait volume of
busines is coatitaeî to a feu' ordersj for sorts,
aaad tiiese conae alinost eatitcly freinile colin-
try. A fcw, sp-iaig orders*hiavc l>ecî reccit-ed
during flic wcek, but spriîîg trade cannaot bc
sajd to have coinineaaceü. whlîesale bouses
are rccciviîig iliir couisigiiniuats of goûds for
tiat season, but are not yet ready to laicl
fully into tliat trade. Tlae fruits of the fiale
fall trade are now beiaag recciveil in the foras of

fi-vu cullc,.oi, wliicli re reportcd b>' ail deal

'l'lere lias laeai uluite n little haniteo in tliis
line duriîîg tite latter days ot the paiat week.
Sorting lijî <urteî- causeit b' tlie sîiddeîî cold
eati oiîe of thiose hiectie rusese, wlîîel mentm.
lhis, m-liile it lasts, the lienit ut nu opening sea-

so'i periudl Tlc r uaolesale delcamr o! tlw city
wverc lareviotîsly ,'ery lo-i ii ivinter stock, but
thiey ara ni ailiit cleaaaed ont, andi tliey
[lave ftudu tlienusetves deticicaît in acuirou
lines ut gootia. TIravellcs tire now eut w-itbl
thîcir smariîîg g(odim, nai soue0 liave tappeit
P'rinîce Artlîitr'i lniiîg anid otlier towns of
inke Siiperior, wlicre tlîey are comapctiuig witlî
hiuses iî Onaio. Qiîito a niusiber ot aprifig
orders have coaule ini huîriîg thie mwek, but the
generat truite ia tliuse goodti wil nlot olien autil
Jauiary. *l'lîre iii a geaieral feeling ef satis-
faictioni uver flic î-esilts of fle faîl andt Nvinter
tradie auîo:îg tlie w-aes le u of flic City'.

vitwIKitv ANDi GIAM .q iAit>:.

l)uriiig thîe veck tli-C' lias beeni a steaîly
conitinîuation of file ruisliîg biusiness of tlic pre.
ious meek, nd thae truite generahlly is in a

iiaust eaîcoIaiurging mtate. Counitry orders; are'
still iuîiiieruis anid L.eavy, eveli for the fluer
-iles of goods, auit flic City trade is good.

Mi'le deîiiaîi fur Charistmias gools is still in fuîll
voluame, liaitl will cotinue riglit inte the lioli-
day cseaoi. 'l'lie ouitlook tlierefore iii tItis liue
i a lta-tglit une.

DRYv îutOî'a.
'flis huie ut tride like seieraI othiers Éas prof.

iteut lly the cotît Upel o! tnat v'e'k, aid quite a
little rushl lias becui geuteral aiîanter goodes.
<>rulrs for sorts have beeaî nuiiaeroiis, anda have
grii-ttly le8seiîei tlîe liiaittA stocks of wvisiter
gouds m lucha %-ci-c hîctu. The <henauVada o! thns
chiass aire still cuîiing iii front tlîe country, and
%vil! probahl> centinue imaing the present wcek.
Spriaag orter arc begiuinag te bu buavier ai
luore freqiieat, but tlie trade ia these lias net
opeîied faiîrly upt. Collections are reportcd feu-
to goud, îand tliere is a feeling of general 8atis-
factioni iervndiiag tlie traite mîiaagleri ivith good
lippes of a proslperous business as sooua as the
iipriaîg ileiiaiuli fairly set iii. The fall and
iviagetr t.rade, ,aew about uNer, lias fi.r exeedlei
tlic aîost sanguine calcîulatioas of every lieuse
in towaa.

auurt.s ANDu ('IMIICALS.

The report of hie w-eek front tlii brandi ot
buiasiiess is al iciy fav-orable oîîe. Tiiere lias
becai a steaihy lentanut froin botli toit and
couîuîtry, andu it certain classes of gooda there
lias becai a liveîiug uap caused by flic ndvent of
extreane cold weatlaer. 'Traveliers are ait honte
at present, but -%vill ittart out generraiy in, a fa-w
da.y-;, w-lie,, ait iaicrease to the ailr=aly brish,
country triade is nticipated. There are nie
aaewv feature ceainecteit wvith the trado except
&iu extra dcaiand for 1- tont aisd other meuh-
ciuaes coanjl> uscd for tlic cure o! shiglat
coldai.

rANCY noorus AND> I. LI IAtV-.

Ia this lise a brisk busines lias becai doing
duaiia the week, espeeially iii holiday oils,
wlich aire aiow in great deunand. Dctxtp.ads
front the city are lieavy, andi cotuantry trade is
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