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motion in favor of the adoption of the suggestions contained in the letter

from the South Bruce association was then put and lost.

Vagrant Okildren.-Mr. McAlister said, our vagrant children are of two p

classes: those without natural guardians, and those whose guardians lack i

either the power or the will not only to compel their attendance at school, e

but, to take a-right course In life Many recommend attendance at the p

common schools sa an effectual method of dealing with ther, but suppose c

tbey could be got to attend, what guarantee have we that their attendance a

wili accomplish the result desired ; there is none in regard to having in-

fluences, and we have no assurance that these children, who are so much

neglected. though they may attend school that they will grow upright

(as an English writer lately remarked, to read, write and cipher is no

guarantee that those who posse thern may not be either knavas or fools.)

The common school then is not an effectual remedy for the evil of juvenile

vagrancy, Neither is Dr. Wilson's plan, that of a voluntary sechool. The

only effectual plan is that of compulsory attendance at an industrial school,

where tbe inmates may not only be educated, but trained to some useful t

employmient, and at the saine time kept secluded from all evil influences.

The cost of this would not be great, a pupil of the publie sechools in the

city of Toronto for 1867 was $10 31, this was for daily average atten-

dance, and ineluding expense of building aq well as that of teachers, &c

The cost of an inmate of the House of I'îdustry for the same year was

$58 40; these two items together make up $68 71 per annum, which may
be taken as a fair busis ta place the coat of ..tch pupil in au industriai

sehool such as le proposed upon. Coinpare thqî with tie actud cuet of

eaCh criminai in the city gitol for the saine year; bv the Chainberl:tinis re-

port~ each criminal cost $352 22 includingr ex t. tly the samne items o;. ex-

pense as thase for a schoular, hence, one criminel coste more than it je

reckoned five scholars would cost in such an in lustrial school. Mr.

MeCallui stated tbat in the city of' Rlaiton dmuost every cbild vas

brought under educational influelices Hle fui théir urged that the Arabe

of our streets should be seperated front their oid sas iciates M1r Chegnut

urged, similar vjews on this subjeet. as Messrs. MeAlister, and McCallum.

ProfeUor Wilson of University College, wboee reception was exceed-
ingly warm sud cordial, then deliveired a yer% able and instructive address

on the iiterary forgeries or mskingeof the lStlî century. A vote of thanks

vas given ta the learned Profeesor for hie able. intercstiug sud useful
address*

.Kxamination of Teaclor.-Mr. Alexander introdnced the. third topie

for discussion, viz: Il What changes are- desirable lu the examination sud

admission of teachers ?" He suggeeted that an ontrance fée of $20 b.

charged each candidate at admission, ta make a fund for supsrannuated

teachers; in regard ta examinations, his visws are similar ta those recoin-

mended by the Chief Superintendent, as expressed ini bis supplementary
report. A communication vas read froin the Beameville Board of Trus

tees, in fayon of the appointmnt of a central board of examinere for the
Province. Mr. Dixon oppossd the ides of charging au eutrance fee, and

urged that the admission should rest entirely ou literary menit. A re-
port vas subsequently eiresented by the commUtte. s.ppointed upon the.
subject, sud on motion vas laid upon the table.

ÂUendance of Pupila.-Mr. Archibald introduced the fourth oubject

for discussion, viz.: 46What stepe can b. takeon ta improve the attendance
at Our Common Schools," by remarking that if th. atteudanco b. bad, the

fauît muet b. éther in parent or pupil. In order to secure good attend-

suce he vould suggest that the school-houe should b. made s cheerful

as possible, sud the study pleasaut and iseful. If these fait in aecuring a

gond attendance the fault muet be in the parent, the oniy remedy for

vwhich ho could naine was a compuleory lav. Mr. Leach (Nevbury) sug-

gested that the cause of the non.attendance of children might b., soins

fauît in the tombher, and therefore urged the necessity incumbent on trus-

tees ta select thc best teachers. Mn. Vivian advocated thc importance cf

mouthly or quarterly reports in sccuriilg punctual atteedance. Mrn. Me-

Cauley eald that if teachers and trustees vould enforce the 1mw in regard

ta abseutees preeenting a eatisfactory reseon for absence, this simple plan

would go fan ta remedy the evil couiplaiued cf. Mr. McOallurn §tated
that by ineans cf reporte te, parents or guardians, combine4 vitb making

each pupil give an excuse for absence, sud alec by thc masters calling on

their parents, tbcy succeeded in Hamilton in obtaining au average attend-

lauce cf 66 per cent. cf those on the rail.

Teacheia Isaitute.-A discussion took place as ta the feasibilitY cf

eetabjiehing Teacheri' Institutes. Mn. Clarke, wia introduced the nub-
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ect, proposed that the $100 granted by legal ebactment te each county
or the establishment and maintenance of Teachers' Institutes, should be
ut into a common fnnd and devoted to paying two lecturers, whoee duty
t would be to devote themselves to the fostering of Common School edu-
ation throughout the country. Mr. Young concurred in the views of the
revious speaker. Moved by Mr. Dixon, seconded by Mr. Hodgson-
That the Chief Superintendent of Education b. requested ta put the

lause and the aet referring to Teachers' Institutes into operation as son
La practicable."

ITe Finance committee reported, that having examined the treasurer's
books, they found that the sua of $99 50 had been paid out, leaving a
alance of $174 64, witli interest thereon to the present date. The report

was adopted.
Behool Book.-The followlng was thon taken up: Question-" Is the

present regulation respecting the selection and copyright of sechool books
conducive to the best interets of education 1 " Mr. Chesnut pointed out
bat the Board of Education were always recommending changes in text
books, thereby creating trouble, confusion and expense. He referred to a
case of his own in proof of this, and complaîned of the bad treatment
received by him from the Board of Education. Several other members
complained of the changes constantly being made by the board of education.
Mr. Hodgson said it was time the teachers of Ontario stamped with their
mest earnest disapproval the conduet of the council of public instruction.
As matters were now arranged, a teacber who took the trouble to prepare
a book on any subject could receive only the proceeds df one year's sale of
the work There was something wrong when teachers were so treated,
and he hoped the convention would take some determined action on the
question.

Girls in Grammar Schools.-The next topie was-" The co-edueation
of the sexes and the advisability of the school law being se amended that
girls may be recognized as pupils in the grammar schools."

Mr. Dixon spoke strongly lu favor of educating boys and girls together,
in both primary and higher schoole, and held firmly to the opinion that
girls should be admitted to grammar schools. He believed it would be
better for both sexes. In point of right the girls had the same right to
the benefits of grammar schools as the boys. Mr. R. W. Young, of
Strathroy, was of opinion that the greater prosperity of the common
schools of the province, compared with that of the grammar schoole, was
owing to a great extent to the more liberal and only liberal policy pursued
in regard to the former. In the case of the common school, due regard
was paid to the circumstances of the country, the requirements of the
present age, the opinion of the publie, and the experience of other cout.
tries. He (Mr. Y.) was not opposed to classical education, but he thought
it should not be compulsory, as the number who required it was very
small, and the time of those who were now compelled to study Latin and
Greek, could be mach botter employed in acquiring a thorough English
education. Mr. Hodgsoa stated that he had the best authority for stating
that it vas the clear intention of the act ta open grammarschools to girls
as well as boys. Mr. Maclennan stated that he would hasard the assertion
that in many of our schools, girls had ompeted suocessfully in aIl their
studies with boys; nay, in even the ancient classies, come of the mot
accurate and satisfactory pupils he had met were girls. He had deemed
it his duty in hie position, as a trustee of a publie sachool, to urge the
daughters of our more influential citizens to take advantage of the entire
course of studies in the public schools, as the meaus of securing a solid and
thorough training, and thereafter, if so disposed, to " finish " their studies
in one of the larger cities. In many cases, he vas aware, this had been
done with very satisfactory resulte. Within a year or two, however, the
presence of girls in the bigher departments of our public schools han be-
come a very marked and prominent feature. H. had witnessed this tend-
ency and regarded it with alarin. He had deemed it hie duty to utter a
word of caution, lest this fature of our higher school work might lead to
the withdrawal of elder boys from such mixed schools. The result, he
feared, had, in many cases, taken place. Boys bad missed that tone and
training In their school-work, in the class-rcom and play-ground alike, no
much prized in Europe, and especially in Britain, which was designed to
foster in them a manly spirit and bearing ; and, cs might have been

expected, they found their way in considerable numbens to public schools
which had gained a reputation for thorough instruction and careful train.
ing-a pecuniary consideration induced local school authorities to do what

their judgment rejected, on educational grounde alone. Was it education.

ally wise, or morally honest, ta organize and conduct publie schools mainly
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