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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS AT GRAMMAR expected te give the necessary time and attention to the subject.
SCHOOL STATIONS. It will be seen, from the subjoiaed extracts from correspondence

It is our intention to publish in the Journal of Education, from on the subject, that the Smithsonian Institution, at Washington,
month to month, abstracts of the observations at the Meteoro- which collects and publishes a vast amount of valuable meteorolo.
logical Stations, established in connection with the department, gical records, ias, with great generosity, forwarded to this depart-
under the provisions of the grammar school law. ment a copy of its last annual report and of the large volumes of

The Consolidated Grammar School Act provided that the hend meteorological results as a gift to each of the Granmmar School
master of each senior county grammar school in Upper Canada stations in Uiper Canada. These books (which will he sent to
should take certain observations in accordance with prescribed the stations as opportunity offers) will, no doubt, be examined
instructions, and that the county council should defray the cost by each observer with great pleasure and attention, and it is
of the necessary instruments. Abstracts of the observations were hoped that a new encouragement will be feit in perrorming a work
to be forwarded by the observer, monthly, to the Chief Superin- which is shown to be so important, and which is now being energeti-
tendent of Education at Toronto. The senior schools (i. e. those cally carried on by great numbers of scientifie inen in ail parts of
situated in the county town of each county) had, under a previous the worid. The following ipstruments are used at each station -
enactment, been especially privileged by a preference over fhe One Baromneter*, one Maximum and one Minimum Thermome-
junior schools in the distribution of the Grammar School Fund. ter,* Vet and Dry Bulb Thermometers; * one Ram Gauge and
As the law did not connect the increased grant with the performance Measure ; one Wind Vane.
of the duty of recording observations, and as many of the county Observations are taken at 7 a.m. and at 1 and 9 p.r. daily,
councils neglected to make any appropriation for the purchase of except on Sundays. The self-registering thermometers are read
instruments, although, in ail cases, half the cost was paid by the at 9 p.m. The rain is measured at 1 p.m.
department, the result ensued that several of the senior schools Full abstracts of the daiy records are to be sent to the Educa-
were never provided with the apparatus, and nany of those stations tion Office monthly, in addition to a weekly report of certain obser-
for which the instruments were provided, made the returns in a vations, which is prepared for publication in any local newspaper
desultory and unsatisfactory manner, which rendered the publica- the observer may select. The returns are duly examined, and
tion of a connected series impossible. There were, however care will be taken to publish none uniess they are apparently to
observers, to whom this remark does not apply, and who continued be relied on. We cannot of course, afford space for the detailed
to send valuable abstracts which are preserved in the Education daily observations; but the observers' abstracts will be so kept
Office. and arranged as to be accessible for investigations for which the

In 1865, the Grammar School Improvement Act, for the passage publisbed Monthly Resudts do not afford the required data.
of which efforts had been annually made, was at length passed, and The only Stations of whici we can give the Monthly Resalts
contained the following section : for Jaanary and February, in this number, are Barrie, Belleville,ci 1. Each of the Grammar School Meteorological stations, at Ilamilton and Stratford.
which the daily observations are made, as required by law, shallbe entitled to an additional apportionment out of the Grammar These instruments wer e suppled by Mesare Negretti & Zambra, andSchsool fund, at a rate net exceeding fifteen dollars pe etis fe Caselia, London, and thse Index errors~ bave been ascertained b ycompari-
each conut a rr per mon for sons at the Kew Observatory in Eagland, and at the Toronto Observatory.each censecutive mont during which such duty is performed and They are obtained by the stations, together with Registers and formis for
s1atisfactery monthly abstracts thereof are furnished to the Chief Abstraets, from tle Educationa Depository, Toonto.


