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tern. He was sanguine that no form of compulsion would be 
recessary to raise the force promised by Canada.

That the League and its allies had correctly gauged the 
condition of recruiting and public opinion as to its remedy, 
subsequent events proved beyond a doubt.

When, some eighteen months later, the Military Service 
Act became law, it bore internal evidence that the Memorial 
had burnt itself deeply into the minds of the framers of the 
Act. So, perhaps, the energy, the time and the ability 
expended in preparing and presenting it may not have been 
altogether in vain.

THE MEMORIAL.
“To the Right Hon. Sir Robert Laird Borden, P.C., G.C.M.G., 

K.C., LL.D., Premier of the Dominion of Canada. The 
Memorial of the Hamilton Recruiting League Respect
fully Sheweth:

“That the Dominion of Canada is engaged in a war in
volving the very existence of British institutions—a war that 
calls for the most rigid economy of men and means—a war 
that can be successfully cortcluded only by the fullest utiliza
tion of all our resources.

“That under the present voluntary system there is great 
waste of the Nation’s resources.

“Therefore your Memorialists pray that a Commission 
be appointed for the purpose of :

“Taking a census of all men in the Dominion from eight- 
teen years of age and upward, specifying those married and 
unmarried.

“Classifying the men according to their occupations or 
their fitness or preference for certain kinds of work.

“Classifying the industries with a view to the restriction 
or the ultimate elimination of such as are non-essential to the 
welfare of the country or are not economic factors.

“It being understood that the foregoing is urged with a 
view to the immediate application of some just and com
prehensive system of draft, whereby the men necessary to 
complete the Canadian Expeditionary Forces may be readily 
secured.

“And your Memorialists will ever pray.
“Dated this Eleventh day of April, One Thousand Nine 

Hundred and Sixteen.
“Signed on behalf of the Hamilton Recruiting League.

“ARTHUR F. HATCH, President.
“A. W. KAYE, Secretary.”


