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ments of the savages. All his information showed the faith in

British assistance which still animated the doomed race of

red-men.

On the 30th of June, 1794, Fort Recovery, the advancod

American post, was assaulted by the Little Turtle, at the head

of 1000 to 1500 warriors : and although repelled, the assail-

ants rallied and returned to the charge, and kept up the

attack through the whole of that day, and a part of the follow-

ing. Nor was this assailing force entirely composed of natives-

General Wayne, in his despatch, says his spies report •' a great

number of white men with the Indians."

On the 26th of July, Scott, with some 1600 mounted roen

from Kentucky, joined Wayne at Greenville, and on the 28lli

the legion moved forward. On the 8th of August, the ai-my

was near the junction of the Auglaize and Maumee, at Grand

G)aize, and proceeded at once to build Fort Defiance where the

rivers meet. The Indians had hastily abandoned their towns

upon hearing of the approach of the army from a runaway

member of the Quartermaster's corps, who was afterwards

taken at Pittsburgh. It had been Wayne's plan to reach the

head-quarters of the savages. Grand Glaize, undiscovered ; and

in order to do this, he had caused two roads to be cut, one

towards the foot of the rapids (Roche de Bout), the other to

the junction of the St. Mary and St. Joseph, while he pressed

forward between the two : and this stratagem, he thinks would

have been successful but for the deserter referred to. While

engaged upon Fort Defiance, the American commander received

full and accurate accounts of the Indians and the aid they

would receive from the volunteers of Detroit and elsewhere;

he learned the nature of the ground, and the circumstances

favourable and unfavourable ; and upon the whole, considering

the spirit of his troops, officers and men, regulars and volun-

teers, he determined to march forward and settle matters at

once. But yet, true to the last to the spirit of compromise

and peace so forcibly taught by Washington, on the 13th of

August he sent Christopher Miller, who bad been naturalized

among the Shawanees, and had been taken prisoner on the 11 th

by Wayne's spies, as a special messenger, oflfering terms of

friojidship.


