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thoni, ttud suggt'stetl their being throvs i together and

siibnn'tted to a wider circle I'oj' periisai. Hence the

following piiges, by illness long dtiferred.

Not alone the strong tie of friendship induced me

to crave your [)erinisHion to dedicate this l)ook to

you, but also the knowledge that you have ever stood

foremost among those who, verl)fdly antl practically,

have evinced their conviction that it would be cruel

and Avould l)e a lasting disgrace to this country to

relinc|uish tlie search for the missing voyagers until

definitive iniorinatiou respecting tlicni shall be

obtained, or the lapse of time render an assertion

of their being no longer in existence no mere

hypothesis.

On another pk^a also J ask yon to stand sponsor

to my literary babe (and herein I feel assured I speak

for many of those who, like m\self, have wantlered

amid the stern and eliilliiig regi(»ns of the North).

There can be few " Arctic men " who will not unit(>

Avith me iii earnest neknowledgment of yonr ever

willing aid (not the less energeti<' because unob-

.i


