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T—INTRODUCTION.

1. The figure of the earth is nearly that of a globe

or sphere.f

2. In Greography and Astronomy, certain circles

are supposed to be described on the sphere. Of these,

any one who^ plane^l passes through the centre, and
which therefore divides the sphere into equal parts,

or hemispheres, is called a great circle. All others

are called smaU or less circled,

3. If the circumference of a Circle be divided into

360 equal parts, each of them is called a degree.

Each degree is subdivided into 60 equal parts, called

minutes; and each minute into 60 equal parts, called

* 1. Geompfty ia » descriBtion of the earth; and is diitinguiahed by^ different

namee, aooordmg to the natnie of the sul^ectt considered. UatkemaUeal Ottgn^pkg
treats qf the finira and magnitude pf the earth, of the latitudes and longitudes of
plaoBStaad of glohee,,inMS, and other Artificial contrivances and instruments for

iltastration. This part of ()ooiniai>hT 'a connected, in a considerable degree, with
Astronomyf especially iriien it u maae to, comprehend the eonsideration of the earth
as a planet PAytioal Otognfihy treats of the materials of which the earth is com-
poaea; of the forma of the Tiurious parts of its surface; of the atmosphere; of cli.

mate; rf the Tarions pTodoetions, animal and Tegetable, ftund on its surfkoe; and
of other particulars respecting its natoral condition. PoHtkdl Oeographif treats of
laws, modes of gofensmen^ reUgioa, leamiog, costoms, and other sabieets arising

ftwi'the ageney of maaooMidefed as a iaaad and political being. Other names
which an sometimea glrtn to partimilar parts of Geography, such as Antimt,
Mtdtm,JkKT^^M, Mtrttbm, fto. Areeaisily andentood from the terms.

' f S. A9lofteor«|glw*«tea)iodYof such a flgnre, that all points of the surfiwe an
•qoally distant from a point Witnin it called ttie eentre. The earth's diameter, <n-

.the line passing ftnn one side to tne otb«r through the centn, b 7911 British miles.

t 3. A plane is aflat surfoiie. The plane of a circle of the sphen is the section by
which the sphen may be coaoeiTed to be cut through the cinumfennce ofthe tiniat
and mar be horicontal or TertieaL or inclined' la any way whateTer.
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