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grosfily deceivt'il an ever was hunmn being. And utilrss som« of our \u-

flupiitial men exert themftlves o allay the storm, a few short months
will pxcliant:*' doubt into aw liil and dreadful certainty.

While I was dclihcratin;^ about tlu^ hacntice which such a publication
ail this recjuires, one serious and atlccting consideration rrmovcd my
doubts, aud decided my conduct. Seeing thousands of thellower of cur
population—to wliowi the sprini;; of lilc just opens with all its joys, and
pleasures, and enchantments- --pre])ared in the tente.. field to rit'k, or, if

necessary, saerificc their lives for their country's welfare ; 1 thonjiht it

Would be baseness in me, whote sun has long passed the nieritlian, and on
whom the attractions of life have ceased to operate with their ei'.rly

fascinations, tn have dfclined any risk that might arise from the effort

to ward off the patricidal stroke aimed at a couutry to which 1 owe Mirh
l)piivy obligat'otis. With this view of the subject I could not decide
otherwise tiian I have done.

On the execution of the work it bt hoves me to offer a few remarks. I

bnovvitis very considerably im,>erfect. It is hardly [lossible to prei.ai^

any work under greater disadvantages than have attended the (ilivc

Branch. A large portion of it is, therefore, crude, and indisirsted, and
without order. Were it a treatise on morals, religion, history, or
science, which could not suffer by the delay necessary to mature and
juf thodize it, > should be unpardonable, and deserve the severest castiga-

tion of criticism, for pres» nting it to the public in this unfinished state.

But the exigencies of the times are so pressing, that were it delayed till

I could digest it propeily, it might be wholly out of season. ,:, „ ., ..
y^

.

It would be unjust were I not to acknowledge the nnmeron? and weighty obli-

gations I owe to " The Weekly Rp(8,ister.'' edited by H. Ni es, the bei-t peiitxli-

cal work ever published in America, from which 1 have drawn a Isirge portion of

the fads and dociimrnts that 1 have employed 1 venture to assert that no Ame-
rican library can be complete without tlii? work. ,'^!:j " > '

I have carefully studied to be correct in point of fact and arg;iimpnt. But the

circumstances under which I have written render it probable that I may have fal-

len into errors I shall therefore regard it as a most particular favor, if any grn-

tleman who discovers them, however minute, will frankly point them out, ar.d

they shall be most cht'pifully corrected If of sufficient import'^nce, I shall make
a public acknow]edii,«-mpnt in the newspapers. If the cause I espouse r-nnol be
suppoited by truth, candor, and fair argument, may it perish, never to find anoth

er advocate
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- Tn« unequivocal and decided approbation with which the former edition of

this work iin!» been favon d bj respectable mrv of both the hoiitiie parties that

divul thiscoii'ihy, I regard as amone the niosi grateful cirrnmstances of my iife.

Its iiunii'vou- defects— its wnnt ol method .:nd thf an ii iir.perfectinn ol its

style aod tuaouer—were, 1 preniUBe, regarded as atoned fur by its obvious aud
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