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the year 1704, by his recall from Virginia ;^ but he afterwards

resumed it, in the conduct of various military expeditions, and

in a short occupation of the government of Carolina.

In New York, where liberal institutions had enjoyed but a

brief existence, and where the boundaries of royal authority

and popular rights were not defined by a charter. King William

showed as little respect for the wishes of the people, in the se-

lection of his public officers, as he had done in relation to Vir-

ginia. He conferred the highest judicial office at New York on

Dudley, a victim of the revolution in New England ; and be-

stowed the government of the province on Fletcher, whose in-

temperate efforts to stretch the royal prerogative proved, how-

ever, more beneficial than hurtful to public spirit and the in-

terests of freedom. But in Massachusetts, where the people

regarded liberty as their undoubted birthright, and, next to

religion, their peculiar glory, and where the most formidable

approaches of tyranny had ever been encountered with heroic

fortitude and inflexible opposition, the king and his ministers

were sensible that greater deference was due to public opinion,

and that a conciliating policy was necessary to mitigate the dis-

content excited by the innovations in the frame of the provin-

cial constitution. Though some of the obnoxious officers of

James were countenanced and retained by William, not one of

them had yet been employed in New England ; and the first

royal governor of Massachusetts after the Revolution, as we
have seen, owed his appointment by the king to the previous

favor and express recommendation of the colonists and their

agents. This politic condescension was in a great degree suc-

cessful ; though, from unforeseen and unhappy circumstances,

the administration of Sir William Phips did not produce all

the satisfactory consequences that were expected to ensue from

it ; and at its close, and for some time after, so much discon-

tent and irritation prevailed in the province, as forcibly to in-

culcate on the king and his ministers the utmost prudence and

moderation in the exercise of the royal prerogative. It was

never more wisely exercised by them, than in the subsequent ap-

pointment of Richard, Earl of Bellamont, to the government of

* Beverly. Oldmixon. Quarry's Memorial, in the British Museum.


