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Ic is fliort and almoft round, having two

ranlts of jaws at the fides, ami bclore four

great ftiarp tccfh one by another, two

above and two beneath : with thcic teeth

he cutteth fmall trees and poles in fundry

pieces, wherewith he buikleth his hoilfc.

I'hat which I lay is an admirable and in-

Thehcn credible thing. This creature lo<lgeth him-
vrrscibin fp|f upon the brinks of lakes, and there

•' '''"• he firit m.ikcth his couch with ftraw or

other things fit to lie iifion, as well for him
as for his temale \ raifcth a vault with his

woo(.l, cut and prepared, which he covcrcth

with turf, in fuch fort that no wind enters

therein, forafmuch as all is covered and

Ihut up, except one hole which leadcth

under tlie water, and by that way he gocth

forth to walk where he liftcth. And becaufc

the waters of the lakes do fometimes rife,

he makcth a chamber above the lower

dwelling, for to retire himfcif in, if in

cafe any inundation rtiould happen : in fuch

fort, that fome beavers cabin is above ei^ht

foot high, all made with wood, piramid-

wife, and daub'd with mud. Moreover

h is held that being amphibiotis, as we have

faid, he mud always participate with wa-

ter, and that his tail be dipped in it , which

is the caufe why he lodgcth himfcif fo Hear

a lake. But being fubtic he contenteth

not himfcH with that which we have liiid,

but hath moreover an Iffuc into another

t^laec our of the lake, without any cabin,

)y whicli way he goeth on the land ancl

bcguileth the hunter. But our favages being

aware of it, take order for the Hime and
ftopt his paflage.

How the When they will then take the beaver,
brdvrr n

(j,gy pierce through the ice of the frozen

lake, about his cabin, then one of the ra-

vages thruftcth his arm into the hole,

tarrying the coming of the faid beaver,

whilll that another goeth upon this ice,

ftriking with a (lalT upon it for to aftonifh

Mm, and make him to return into his lodg-

ing. Then one muft be nimble for to

feize on his neck, for if one catch him by
any jvirt where he may bite, he will bite

very fore. The fle(h thereof is very good,
almoft a.; if it were mutton.

And r.s every nation hath commonly
fomethlng peculiar that it bringeth fprth,

which is not fo common with others ; fo

anciently the realm of Ponlui had the fame
for the proilucing of beavers, as I learn it

Out of Virgil^ where he faith,

—yirofaque PontUi caftored.

And after him, of Sidonie de PoligHac

bilhop of /luvergne, in thefe verfes,

—

—

Fert Tndiis ebur^ Chaldaus amomum,
AJfyrius gemmast Ser vellerat tbura Sabeus,

Vat. II.

takrn.

Atlis melt Phanutpalmat, Lacedttmenolhmm^

/Irgoi equoif Epirus equas,j>tcuaria GtUliit,

Arma Calybi, frumenla Ldbtit Campanui
jdccbum,

Aurum Lydus, Arabs gultam, Pantbaia
tnyrrham,

PoHtus tajlorea, blaltam Tyrus, ara Cork'
thus, Vic.

Sidon. Apol. in Carm. 5.

But at this day, the land of Canada bea-

rcth the bell away for that refpeft, al-

though that fome of them are brought out
of Mujcovy^ but they are not fo good at
ours.

Our ravages have alfo made us to eat of
beavers flelh, which was very good and
tender, and like to beef : «/«/i, of leopards,

refcmbling much the wild cat, and of a
bead which they call nibatbtt, which hath S'ii»ikn.

his paws almoft like to the ape's paws, by
means whereof he climbeth ealUjr upon the

trees, yea he layeth his young ones there.

He is of greyifh hairs, and his head like

to a fox , but he is fo fat that it is almoit

incredible. Having defcribed the principal

game, I will not iland to fpcak ot wolves
(for they have fome, and yet eat nbne of
them) nor of lucerns, otters, coneys, and
others which I have mentioned in'my Fare-

well to JVIrttf France, whereto I refer the

reader, and to the recital of Capt. Jamei
^artier.

Neverthelefs it is good to fhew here,

that bur French cattle profiteth very well

in thofc parts. We had hOgs which have Hog».

multiplied very much •, and although they

had a ftye, they did lie abroad, even in the

fnow and during the froft. We had but one a we-
wethcr, which proved very well, although Iher.

he Was not taken in by night, but was in

the midft of our yard in winter timfc

Monf. de Poutrincourt made him twice tO

be (horn, and the wool of the fccond year,

hath been efteemed in FranU better by two
fous, or fcven farthings Englijh, in the

pound than that of the firft. We had no
other houfhold cattle, but heiis and pigeons,

which failed not to yield the accurtomcd

tribute, and to multiply abundantly. The
faid Monf. de Poutrincourt took, coming
out of the (hell, fmall outards, which he

did very well breed, and gave them to the

king at his return. When the country is

once ftored with thofe creatures and others,

they will encrcafe fo much, that one (hall

not know what to do with them \ like as

in Peru, where are at this day, and long

fince, fuch quantity of oxen, kine, fwine,

horfes and dogs, that they have no more
owners, but do appertain to the firfl: that

do kill them. Being killed, they carry

away the hides to traffic withal, and the

carcafles are left there ; which I have many
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