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THE LATE WAR.
ncceflary inftrument, would ftop all the operations

of the forge at once.

The next ftep, towards impr(3ving the naval

force at Ofwego, was a fchooner of 40 feet in the

keel, with 14 oars and 12 fwivel guns, launched

on the 28th of July 1755. This was the firfl

veflel of force we ever had on this lake, and, with

320 men, was all the ftrength we had to defend

this poft in the beginning of July, that year : and

the French were expedled daily to attack it, on

the 13th of the fame month, when General

Shirley, with all his forces, was 300 miles dif-

tant, without making all the expedition, the fcr-

vice required : for, it was the 8th of Augufl: be-

fore that General arrived at Ofwego, and the 31ft

before the laft divifion arrived under Colonel

Mercer. Where this army, at that unfeafonable

time of the year, ferved only to eat up the pro-

vincial ftorcs, and brought on fuch a fcarcity of

provifions, that they were almoft famillied, and

the party, left to fecure the important Carrying

Place at Wood's Creek, were adually obliged to

defertit for want of food.

About the middle of Sepf-mber four other vef-

fels ° were got ready, as per margin, with which

armed vellels, and a confiderable number of thofe

battoes, which had been reported unferviceable,

or too fmall to live, and to dilpute with an ene-

• A decked floop, eight guns four pounders, thirty fwivels.

A decked fchooner, eight guns four poundcis, twenty -eight

fwivels. An undecked fchooner, fourteen fwivels, 14. oars.

Ditto, twelve fwivels, fourteen oars.
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