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and ol the diiferent attacks that iljcy were to make, as talked

of amongst their trdops ; that Mr. Montgomery had declared

his intention of dining in Qucbijc on Christmas day; and in

pul)lic orders he promised the plunder of ilie town to his

soldiers, \v!iich we afterwards found was true. VVe had

before kept a good look out, but tiiis put. us more on our

guard. The few regular troops, such as i!iey were, were,

off guard, ordered to be accoutered, with their fu-e-arms

beside them ; tlu^ sailors, formed into a corps, under the

conunand of Capt. Hamilton, of the Lizard, lay in their

barracks in tiie same manner; and the two corj)s of militia,

assembled at ditlerent points to take their rest, in the same

manner also. Tliey retiuiined (inlet until the 31st of

December; about live o'clock in \ho, morning we were

alarmed at our picket by Capt. Frazer, who was captain of

the main guard, and returning from his rounds, told us that

there was a brisk tiring kept up at (.'-.xp*.'. Diamond. The

morning was tlark, and at that time a tiri/.zling kind of snow

falling. McLean (who was second incommand in the garrison,

and who really, to do him justice, was indefatigable in the

pains he took) begged that I would take part of >ny corps to

Capo Diamond, and if I found if a false attack (as we both

supposed h to be), alter leaving the necessary reinforcements

there, I might return with the rest. 1 accordingly went

there, found the enemy iiring at a distance,—saw there

was nothing serious intended, and alter ordering a proper

disposition to be made, i)roceeded to Port Loins. There

I met Captain Laws, an olliccr to whom the General had

given the command of an extra picket, composed of the best

men of the detachment of the 7th and McLean's corps there
;

him I ordered back again to wait the (ieneral's orders, and

proceeded to St. John's Gate, where I iirst learned that the

enemy had surprised the post at Sault-au-Matelot, and had

got into the Lower Town. 1 still had part of the 13. Militia

with me, and took upon me also to send some whom I found

imnecessary on the ramparts, to the party to wait for orders;

::nd took an oilicor with a small party of the Fusileer.< with


