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had some years previously removed. No stories have reached

us of his student days, but he seems to have applied himself

earnestly to his work, seeing that he was able, on completing

his course and being called to the Bar, to form a partnership

immediately with Mr. John A. (now Sir John) Macdonald,

whose reputation even then was rapidly growing. The partner-

ship subsisted for many years under the name of Macdonald

and Campbell ; and the business, in the hands of these two

exceptionally able men, was a lucrative one. Politics, however,

soon began to absorb the attention of the senior partner, and

the burden of the office work fell upon Mr. Campbell. The
experience which the latter thus acquired, aided by his studies,

made him one of the soundest lawyers at the Bar of Upper
Canada ; and had he not, while still a comparatively young

man, diverged into politics, there is little doubt that he might

long since have occupied a distinguished position on the Bench.

It was in the year 1858 that Mr. Campbell made his debut

in politics by carrying an election for the Cataraqui Division,

and taking his seat in the Legislative Council of Old Canada.

He very quickly familiarized himself with his new surroundings,

and became an efficient and highly-esteemed member of the

Upper House. No new member probably ever had less crudeness

or inexperience to rub off; and no one seemed at all surprised

when, in three or four years after his first election, the member
for Cataraqui Division was placed in the Speaker's chair. The
position was, indeed, one for which, by temperament and

character, he was pre-eminently fitted, but not one in which his

practical energies could find much scope ; and a wider sphere of

usefulness was opened up to him, while the administrative

strength of the Government of 1864 received a great reinforce

ment when the Speaker of the Council was assigned to the

position of Commissioner of Crown Lands. Here his knowledge

of law and prompt business methods found ample exercise, and

it was admitted on all hands that he filled the office in an

admirable manner. From this time forward Mr. Campbell was

looked upon as one of the strong men of his party, though one

whose strength was shown rather in council than in fight. His

was the balanced judgment and sound knowledge of affairs, and

one can only regret that the influence he was so fitted to exert,


