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Six years later, in 1498- -a most memorable year in the history of

maritime enterprise,—Coliimhiis discovered the firm land of South
America and the River Orinoco. Vasco de (laina rounded the Cape
of Good Hope, and Sebastian Cabot rendered the existence of the

northern part of a new continent a matter beyond dispute. The
greatest of these adventurers, liowover, was treated with the blackest

ingratitude by his Sovereign and country, when ho returned worn out

and enfeebled, and nuiligned by his enenues. Sebastian Cabot was
even more unfortunate than the great Genoese. During his life he
won neither fame nor money from the discovery which ho had made.
" He gave England." says tiu> American historian, " a continent, and
no one knows his burial place."

BRITISH MAUITIME ADVENTURERS.

Spain entered into the work of American colonization uncjcr ap-

parently the most favourable auspices. The country she won by the

valour and the energy of her iidvenlurcrs, possess precious metals, the

most delicious fruits, and the richest soil, but the genius of her people

is not adapted to found stable and prosperous colonies. The most
prosperous countries ou the Western continent owe their settlemetit to

England aiul France. England's share in the work of colonization

was exceedingly liniilcd for some time after the voyages of thc^'abots.

To us who know her present position among the naval powers of the

world, or reflect upon Iier glorious past, it may appear somevvhai

surprising that she siiould not have immediately taken the most active

part in founding New England on tins continent. Her people are

naturally a maritime race, for in their veins flows the blood of those

Norsemen and Vikings who roved from sea to sea in (jucstjof achieve-

ments, which have been recorded iu the most extravagiiut terms by
the Sagas or Scalds, tlui poets of the North. England's love for the

sea must be attributed not merely to her insular position but to that

spirit of enterprise and daring w' "(lii she inherits from the Norse-

men. If she did not immediately enter upon the boundless field of

action which the discovery of America ofiered, it was owing to in-

ternal causes, as well as to the fact that these northern countries, to

whose discovery she would fairly m.ke claim, seemed hardly to aflfbrd

the same inducement for adventure and eiiterprisc as the rich, sunny
climes of the South, of whicii the Spanianl had the monopoly. But
the deeds of Frobisher, Hawkins, (irenville, Drake and Gilbert soon
testified to the natural genius of the people of England. To these and
other men of Devon—England's '* forgotten worthies,"—she owes her

colonies, her commerce, her very existence. Many a stately galleon,

laden with the riches of Mexico and I'eru, b(;eame the spoil of the

English adventurers, many of whom, it must be acknowledged, dis-

played all Uie characteristics of the Vikings—the sea-rovers of the

North.

Whilst Hawkins and Drake wore chasing the Spaniard and making
the name of England a terror to despots and monopolists ou the high

seas, the adveuturous, erratic Frobisher was trying io solve that
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