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more readily arrive, l»y a((oin|)lishiim' llieir mutual du-
ties, at the possession ol'teiiiporal aud eternal t'elicity. Hut
when impious laws, havinii" no re«:;ard to the respt'ct due
to this great sacrament, have placed it in the same cate-

j^ory as purely civil contracts, the result is the deplorable
consequences that, the di<i'nity ol' CMuislian marriai>'e

l)eini>' violated, some citizens have substitute(l ley-al con-
.

cul)ina*>'e for the lej>imate union ; the nnirried couple
have ueo-locted their mutual duties oi' iidelity, the chil-

dren have not ol)serv(»d the respect and obedience which
they owed to their i)arents, the ties of domesti<' affection

have been relaxed, and, what is a most detesta))le exam-
ple, the o-ravest i)rejudice to public morals, pernicious
and ret>'rettal)le separations have very often suc<-eeded to

an insensate love. It is imjjossible, Venerable Brethren,
that the si«"ht of these lamentalde calamities .should not
awaken Our zeal, and should not incite you to recommend
seriously and constantly to the laithful confided to your
A'igilanco, to lend a docile ear to the doctrines Avhi<'h

treat of the sanctity of Christian ]narriai»v, and to obey
the laws by which the Church regulates the duties of

parents and children.

It is thus you will bring about a desirable reform in

the morals and manner of living of each man in particu-

lar ; for as an unsound tree produces rotten branches and
miserable fruit, the sad blot which depraves families is

contagious, and becomes a cause of vice and sin in each
individual member. On the contrary, if the family is

governed by the rules of Christian life, each member of

it will gradually become accustomed to cherish religion

and l^iety, to reject with horror false and pernicious doc-

trines, to practise virtue, to render obedience to the au-

thorities, and to repress the insatiable egotism which so

miich lowers and enfeebles human nature. With this

object it would certainly be very useful to direct and
encourage those associations which have principally been
established of late years to the great advantage of Catho-
lic interests. Those matters which are embraced in Our
hopes and wishes are immense, Venerable Brethren, and
above human strength ; but as Grod has founded His
Church for the salvation of the people, promising to aid


