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PRESIDENT 0F THE IRISH REPLBLIC

Ms. Mary Clancy (Halifax): Mr. Speaker, as a Cana-
dian woman of Irish descent, it is with great pride that 1
salute the election of Mary Robinson, the first womnan
President of the Irish Republie.

Winning the post with 52 per cent of the v'ote, the 46
year old lawyer. in her own wercls, rockcd the systemn
insiead of the cradle.

At 25, Mary Robinson was treland's youngest Iaw
professer. At 26, she was the youngest member of her
country's Senate.

Thc mother of tbrcc has been a long-time acîvocate cf
liticraliicd divorce laws. access to contraception and the
decriminalization of homîîsexuality.

l'le fact that the sxomen (if lrcland (ivcr\vblmingly
supported lir-rJi]i î bntei example cf the
increasing influence cf the gencier gap \v(rld vside.

Irciand's presidential mansion is in Dutblin's beautif 1ul
Phoenix Park. 1 kno\v tbat ail members ci tbis Flouse *cmi
me in agrecing witb Mary Robinson 1s campaign slogan-
A \voman's place is in the pamrk.

Mr. Speaker: I tbink miembers would per mit me te
observe that mny grandnîctbcr was Marv Robinson. Sbe
aise was Irisb.

Sonie lion. menîbers: Hear, becar.

[Ttroii s!utioli

PROI>ONENTS 0F FEDERASM

Mr.jean-Pierre Blackburn (jonqulère): Mr. Speaker,
would vou believe tl? After Jean Chrétien camp)aigned
across the country and mnanaged to kili the Mecb Lake
Accord, and now that Canada is in a constitutional dcad
end and the country is no longer able to rcnew and
regencrate its federalism-ail because of Jean Chrétien
and the Liberal Party-the Progressive Conservative
Party and the Liberal Party, to provide a counterxvcigbt
te Queees efforts te redefne ils future, may lie getuing
toocthber on the I3elanger-Campeaiu Commission via
their respective representatives. i bat the Piogressive
Conservativc Partx 's representative is ai feclcralist and
dlefends tbat position is bis right, and 1 respect that rigbt.

but Mr. Speaker, I also would like to sec somne respect
for our history and the events that took place last June.
Trudeau-and Chrétien-style fedcralism and Brian
Mulroricy's federalism are at opposite ends of the
scale-neyer the twain shahl meet!

[Engflsh]

RURAL CANADA

Mr. Ray Fuink (Prince Albert -Chu rchill River): Mr.
Speaker, rural Canada is in crisis. Most rural communi-
tics arc losing thcir busincsscs, and their populations arc
stagniant or in decline.

This is not a crisis made in rural Canada. Past P.C. and
Liberal governments have mismanaged our forcstry,
farming and fisheries.

TIhis govcrnment's policies are a direct attack on rural
communities. High intercst rates, cuts to VIA Rail, the
abandonmcnt of railway branch lines, the goods and
services tax. cuts to regional devclopmcnt and unem-
ployment insurance changes arc just a few cxamplcs.

Symnbolic of it ail, the goveroment is standing by and
applauding wbile Canada Post guts rural communities by
closinig rural post offices, even in places thc size of
Yorkton. Government members opposite sit idle while
the only federal scrvice that rural communities have is
bcing savaged.

Rural Canadians deserve better. This Saturday, De-
cember 1, New Democrats will initiale a rural Canada
defence campaign. We plan to stand shoulder to shoul-
der witb rural people from Newfoundland te B.C.,
fighting with them against the government's attack, and
for policies which will support viable rural communities.
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LOBSTER FISHERY

Ms. Catherine Callbeck (Malpeque): Mr. Speaker,
manv fishermen in the riding of Malpeque and across
P rinc Edward Island are angry and confused over the
contradîctory p<olicies and broken promises of this gov-
erriment.

Last spring the federai go\ernment advised Prince
Edx\ard Island lobster fishermen that nio s17C increase
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