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kept stabilized. at ieast to some extent, and
the cost to the consumer was kept within the
reach cf the average man's pay envelope.
Thie gox erroment waited until the prairie
farmers. w'hn grow a large part of Canada's
coarse grain, Lad delivered most of those
coarse grains, 1 believe some 39,00.000 bushels
of barley and millions of bushels of oats. Then
suddenly the authorities ait Ottawa removed
the subsidics acd turned ox'cr control of the
prices of coarse grains to be set by the
ganîiblrng on the Winnipeg grain exehange.
Within a couple of weeks prices of these feed
grains had inrcrcased ten, twenty, thirty,
thir-ty-fiN- o eduits a bushiel, and those prices are
stili fluctuaiiig te the dc trirnint of both the
consumecr and tire produccr.

Wli,ît oas the cffcet of this action on the
part of îLe goecrnmnt? T ha lcec compacte'
and th gra., in cipai a who e Ld purcleaý5cd
thec gria t the IoNver pruce. bv maniîpiiating
the mi lu Ncrcc able te pukct thlie dîffceece.
The fc, d coinp an i N w1icIi liai Louglit the
graun ett lie Iower pricp"z. vc re 110eN aLle to
charge tlle itîcri .îscdc i" foi, tlîe (c cd they
sold. A-, a rc-lîlt w e hiii :11 -h protes, sli

thtcae (INt 1vnn y thle lion. nitemrie
fer Fra -c r Valley (NMc. Ci Liicksalîan1k) , w lie
telil ci', tIat t1ic pli'c et feed for- poultry Lad
doulcl o l-,ie thLe sel Iiug price cf cggs Liad
been iîcduccclt Lx- abeut twcuty cenîts per doz.
The net aý3:t atr .î;s Canada w as con-
cernecl, nccs-eritiîy was iliat since it, costs rlucre
te (ci cattle and poultry it costs more te
produce mnilk, Lutter and cggs. So tlîe ceai
of these things te tlie Canadian consumer Lad
te jump, and tîte cost cf living rose tremnen-
dously riglît acro',s tiLe country with regard te
fonds which are tLe Lasis et tlhe nutrition and
health cf the people of Canada. TLe farnier
whe, produced the ceoarse grains and scld
before tLe price incease naturally lest.

TLe C.îiîedian people are deiianding Iliat
tLe Winnipeg grain exchange be closed, and
that garrbling in foods Le stopped. It is co-,t-
ing tLe Canaclian people tee mucb. I tlik
every mcmbcr of odîr grocîp las reccived
resolutions fronti tlîe Saskatchewan whcat pool
committces et varions peints asking for the
closiîîg cf tLe cxcliange. Canada cannot afford
it.

M-embers efthIis Louse liave complaincd
about iliese cesi',. TLe Canadian people, anci
rightly se, expect effctcive action in regard teo
the rising ceat et living; ancd they want titat
action ilow. Six nuirts front 00w it inay Le
toc late. The Canaîlian people uvent tlirocîgl
one dr-pression. We feel we cannet pr-otest
tee vehierneitly again',t any dclay; and we
beliex e that setting rip tlîis ccmmittee cao
only bring about a delay in essential action.

[Mr. Castieden.]

The greatest danger fromt a continuation ef
the prescrnt policy is that Canadian incomne
will continue t-e be inadequate te purcLase
the production of this country. When pro-
duction declines, firms will sîart laying off
empîcyces, and unempicyment wiil furtiier
aggravate tbe situation. Tire purciasing
power ef the Canradian pepole. reduccd timie
and again, ultimately will bring about a
deprecsýion. I amn sure every tlîinking Canîa-
dian would do anything Le could te avoid a
repetition efthe tlîirties. If tlîat is te be donc
this price trend w'ill liave te be lialted, se
tîtat purc-lîasing powecr w ilI remnain iii tire
pockc ts of tue Cîcudian people. I repeat tuat
the prescrit situation is dcsperate, and ilîcugli
ils full elfeet lias net Leen fr-lt as yet, effec-
tiv e action te cure it mucst Le taken now.

In tîte face cf this situation we came te
Ottawva and tLe lieuse roopened on Janruary 26.
Wliat did we find? We wcrc told the govern-
nient proposed te set uip a committee. Weil,
Mr. Speaker, n coincmittee cen invescigate; it
cen cross-examine witncsses; it may even
expose soine profiter-ring. For severai menths
it ivili meet frequently; it ivili Lear govern-
nient officiaIs wLosc evidence will cover many
pages in. an endeavour te vindicate govcrn-
mient policy. If representatives of largo firins
-tre Lroughit te give evidence they will bring
îvith tliern mounitainous briefs prcpared by
Lîiglîly paid legal advisers and cLartercd ac-
countants. We nre toid tlîat we wiil find some
facts, tbat the proceedings ef the commitcee
wili give publicity te tLe actions ef the cvii
deers. The Prime Minister informed us tîtat
lie thouglit publicity was much more valuable
tlîan penalties.

Througli you, Mr. Speaker, I should like to
inform the government and the people respen-
sible for the proposed committce that valuable
as ut may Le in dctermining the ultimate
polir-y and actions of the geverrement, that
type ef investigation is net what thme people of
Canada ivent. What; they xvant is action
w itlîi tlîe ncxt few wr-eks. TLey are deeplv
interested in Lai ing tlîe cest ef living rcdnced
te a point wlierc they can ail live better on
tue pay enveloxes thcy brîng home each wveek.
A cocnit tee is simply net, the machinery
w-luth xviii bî-iig those costs down. It is net
cneugh.

Someone lias suggested tlîat t]îis might Le a
fisLing expeclition. MWell, in a fishing expedi-
tien a fislicg pole migLt bc a valuable instru-
ment. B3ut what the people ot Canada want is
mîore action taken now which will put ceai in
their Lesements nnd food in their cupboards.
Tliot cannot Le donc with a fislîing pole. They
want the cost of living brought; witlîin the
range of tLeir pocketbooks.


