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of the distinguished member, the late Georges
Dorèze Morin, who unrelenting destiny so
prematurely took away. I therefore wish
to associate myself with the hon. members of
this house who so eloquently expressed their
sympathies to the bereaved families. We
must, however, console ourselves at the
thought that the people and the government
have chosen representatives who will be able
to continue the work of their predecessors
and fulfil their task with honour and distinc-
tion. I shall always look back with legitimate
pride to the happy event which bas led to
my being introduced to the house on the
same occasion as the hon. Minister of Rail-
ways (Mr. Crerar), who has returned among
us, sacrificing his personal interests in order
to devote his time to public affairs.

Prosperity, sir, which has manifested itself
ever since the coming into power of the
Liberal party is for us an excellent reason to
have faith in the future. The ratepayers of
this country are aware that since that advent,
deficits have made way to surpluses; that the
latter have gradually increased; that our
revenues have unceasingly grown, thus afford-
ing the government an opportunity of light-
ening the burden which weighs on the
shoulders of the people, by reducing taxation
and decreasing the public debt by more than
$125,000,000. The same is true in other fields
of national activity; and this advantageous
situation is certainly well known to our
opponents.

With reference to the international aspect,
the progress made has not been less marked,
and in numerous cases we shall have to legis-
late to make laws harmonize with one an-
other so as to place us on the same level
which this new international situation de-
mands. With this airn in view the hon. Min-
ister of Justice (Mr. Lapointe) last autumn,
represented Canada at a conference held in
London. I must here add, sir, we feel highly
flattered at the honour reflected on us through
the hon. Minister of Justice each time his
colleagues entrust him with a mission to the
British government or a foreign country.

The optional clause of the statute of the
Permanent Court, having been signed by our
representatives, will be submitted to the
house. The numerous evolutions which have
taken place since-I should add as a conse-
quence of-the war infallibly lead us further
and further on the path of our international
freedom. When, for instance, causes of con-
flict do arise with foreign countries or disputes
with other members of the British Common-
wealth, we shall be at liberty to submit these
disputes to the Permanent -Court of the

League of Nations or to a similar tribunal in
order to obtain redress according to the prin-
eiples of international law.

I wish to put forth, here, views which are
entirely personal. I am of the opinion that
the last word has not been said with reference
to the dispute between Canada and New-
foundland in regard to Labrador. It being
understood that the judicial committee of
the privy council was but requested to pass
an opinion on this matter and owing to our
present status which entitles us to interna-
tional independence with regard to the other
dominions or colonies in the British common-
wealth, I have my doubts whether this judicial
committee is qualified in cases where an in-
ternational question arises; I fear therefore,
that it is not the proper tribunal in this
matter. I am led to believe that the only
tribunal having the necessary authority is
truly this Permanent Court or a similar
tribunal which we shall be called upon to
recognize. I leave to our legal lights the
care of looking into this question which
deserves to be studied, not only with regard
to Labrador, but for every dispute which
might arise between the dominions, as I feel
confident that, in this bouse as well as
throughout the country, one would not wish
that the judgment just handed down should
serve as a precedent in other cases which
might arise.

Thanks to the interpretation that the
judicial committee bas just given of the law,
women have now the same right as men to
be represented in both Houses of Parliament.
We must congratulate the government on the
appointment they have just made to the
Senate, and at the same time pay our re-
spects to the incumbent who, previous to be-
ing called upon to perform her new functions,
had accomplished-we must highly prochaim
it-the most sacred state duty, being the
mother of eight children and bringing them
up as our Canadian mothers know so well.
We must not be too greatly alarmed of that
new departure for the Canadian mother bas
always recalled to mind this elementary
truth that the family is the*foundation of
society, that she fulfils a noble duty when she
gives birth even to only one child and forms
its character. When I thus express myself, I
am not losing sight of the fact that it is well
to bear in mind the notable exception of
those who sacrifice themselves by remaining
single in life-and this bouse furnishes us with
noble examples.

The success of our domestic and foreign
policy affords us no doubt cause for rejoic-
ing; however our country will certainly not


