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LETTER POSTAGE RATE.

*Mr. FRIPP:
1. la the Governmenrt aware that the two-cent

letter postage rate, and the one-cent " drop "
letter postage rate, are to be restored in the
'United Stated on July 1, next?

2. la it the Intention of the Government to
adopt similar letter rates for Canada this yeax?

Hon. Mr. ROWELL:
1. Yes.
2. Announcements respecting taxation are

made only in the Budget Speech.
MATAPEDIA AQUEDUCT.

Mr. MARCIL (Bonaventure):
1. ls the Government aware that the aqueduct

from which drinking water i drawn for the
village and railway'station at Matapedia, Que-
bec, le in a very unsatisfactory condition and
tíbat the water Is very unsanitary?

2. Ras the Government been asked to see that
this state of affair' is investigated and
remedied?

Hon. Mr. REID:

1. No.
2. Yes. Some months ago complaint was

made by the agent at Matapedia about water
coming from our reservoir. The reservoir
was completely drained out and nothing was
found to hurt the water. Complaints were
still made, and a sample of the water was
sent to the Canadian Inspection and Test-
ing Laboratory at Montreal for analysis.
The report stated the water was suitable
for boiler and drinking purposes. The
second complaint was made by John A.
Ryap, one of the eight parties forming the
Matapedia Water Supply Company, to whom
we supply water at the rate of $60 per
annum. That company now owe us one
year's rental. No further action is being
taken in regard to this reservoir.

PROTECTION OF CANADIAN COASTS.

Mr. MAYRAND:
1. At any time during the war did the Gov-

ernment of Canada make any requests for the
despatch of the Japanese fleet to the west coast
of Canada?

2. At any time during the war did the Gov-
ernment of Canada make any requests for the
presence of the Australian fleet on the east coast
of Canada?

8. At any time during the war did the Gov-
ernment of Canada make any requests to Great
Britain or the United States for naval vessels
to assist In protecting the shores of Canada?

Hon. Mr. MACLEAN:
1. No.
2. No.
3. See reply to inquiry of- the ministry

by Mr. Mayrand re assistance in naval de-
fence of Canada by United States.

Mr. MAYRAND:
1. During the war did the Canadian Govern-

ment make any requests asking the United States

Government to assist in the protection of the
Canadian coasts?

2. Did the Canadian Government request the
British Government to ask the United States
Government to assist In the protection of Can-
adian coasts?

3. Did the United States Government at any
time during the war assist in the naval pro-
tection of Canada?

Hon. A. K. MACLEAN:
1. The Canadian Government made no re-

quest asking the United States Government
to assist in the protection of the Canadian
coast. A joint conference between Canadian,
Imperial and United States naval officers
convened by' the Commander in Chief,
N.A. & W.I. Station on the 22nd April, 1918,
recommended that the United States navy
should take over the coastal patrol, sea
patrol, protection of traffie and offensive
action against enemy submarines as far
east as the 65th meridian (Lockeport, N.S.)
including the outer part of the bay of
Fundy. This proposal was approved by
the Canadian and other Governments con-
cerned and carried out. This was done
with a view to the United States having an
outlying base for patrols covering the ap-
proaches to their poste in Maine. At the
same time it was proposed that the United
States navy should lend personnel and ma-
chines for the Canadian Naval Air Service
until such time as Canada could train men
and provide machines. This proposal was
also approved by the Governments con-
cerned and adopted.

2. The Canadian Government did not re-
quest the British Government to ask the
United States Government to assist in the
protection of the Canadian coasts. On 3rd
January, 1918, the Admiralty stated that
they were approaching the United Statea
naval authorities with a view to their pro-
viding six destroyers. This was referred
to at the joint conference held in Washing-
ton in April, 1918, when the United States
Navy Department informed the British naval
officers that destroyers could not be pro-
vided, but that two torpedo boats and six
submarine chasers would be sent to Halifax.

3. The United States navy lent two tor-
pedo boats and six submarine chasers for
duty with the Canadian naval patrol on the
Atlantic coast in 1918. They also lent some
sea planes and personnel for the same pur-
pose. Other United States vessels also as-
sisted in the patrol of the seas adjacent to
Canada, protecting their own fishing in-
terests, etc.

C. G. S. CANADA.
Mr. DESLAURIERS:
1. Has the Steamer Canada been employed

In the work of the Naval Department since the
outbreak of the war?


