2487

[COMMONS]

2488

‘the Order Paper, itis competent for a member to move at
any time :
“¢That it be read a second time on next.’
“ On this motion being agreed to, the Bill takes its
place on the orders. The same practice obtains thh
respect to the Bill at any previous or succeeding stage.”

My opinion ‘is that a motion must be made to re-
instate a Bill on the Order Papel, before it can
‘reappear there.

Mr. SCRIVER. I think that the comparative
smallness of the vote of lust night shows one of
- two things, cither that a number of members like
~myself, supposing that the discussion on the Bill
would continue to a comparatively late hour, did
not hurry themselves to be present, and were there-
- fore absent, or that a number were conveniently
absent. I beg to say that I was in the former
category : and without giving any intimation of
what 1 might or might not have done, I may say
It was my intention to vote on the question and to
prefice my vote with some remarks explanatory of
my - reasons for doing what I proposed to do.
Having been, unfor tmmtely, absent when the vote
was taken, through a reason which I do not care
now to state, I was taken by surprise.

Some hon. MEMBERS.

Mr. SCRIVER. And I would he glad of an
opportunity to vote upon the. question. “Therefore
I should be very much pleased, indeed, to see the
motion of my hen. friend from North Simeoe pre-
vail and the Order restored to the Order Paper.

Mr. IVES. Itmay be, Mr. Speaker, as you have
said, that the Bill n:ay be restored to the Order
Paper ; but what purpose would be served by re-
storing it ? I fancy that the hon. gentleman who
list adddressed the House showed the object which

Explain.

hon. gentlemen woul 1 gain if the motion were re-

~ stored to the Ovder Paper, namely, to rise in their
places and in a very few words explain to their
‘constituents why they did not vote. I fancy it
~would answer all purposes if we gave a few moments
“to these hon. gentlemen to e\plam to their consti-
tuents why they were not here, or why they were
here and voted but did not speak But it certainly
- would not serve any good purpose to take up the
time of the House durmg one or two or, perhaps,
“three sittings to repeat speeches which we have
already heard on two or three occasions ; and cer-
tainly, at thislate stage of the session, the interests
of the large majority of the House, who are against
the secomd reading of the Bill, ought to be . con-
sidered rather than the inter ests of the score and
a-half who are in faveur of it, and who are not satis
- fied because they have not had an opportunity of
explaining to their constituents what they think of
this matter when their constituents already know
what their views are. ,

Mr. SPEAKER. Shall the houw. geutleman ha\'
leave to withdraw the motion 2 :

Some hcm. .\IB\IBER.S Lost.

' Mr. SPEAKER. If there is a suwle dissent-
mg voice the motion cannot be withdrawn.

Carried

Mr. OUIMET. If the motion is withdrawn the

question will not be settled, but the motion will be
presented again, and we will have another discus-
‘sion. . So, for my. part, Iobjee,t to the motion bemg
withdrawn.

~Motion negatived on a (11\'151011.
Mr. SPEAKER.

RAILW AY ACT A\IE\D\IENT

Mr. HA(vGAhT moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 84) to amend the Railway Act. He said :
The principal clause in the Bill makes provision
for the prevention of frauds by conductors and
those buying tickets upon which a rebate is allowed.
The rebate is to be confined to the person purchas-
ing the ticket. Another clause refers to irterlock-
mO' switches. Under the old law all trains were
compel]cd to come to a dead stop on approachinga
crossing. The modern appliances used on railways
render that entirely unnecessary, and the provision
is to allow a train to go on at a moderate speed
where there is an mtulockmg switch. There are
besides a few minor clauses.

Motion ag reed to, and }nll read the ﬁrst time.

UNLAWFUIL ASSOCIATIONS AND OATHS.

Mr. KIRKPATRICK moved for leave to intro-
duce Bill (No. 85) further to amend the 10th
chapter of the Consolidated Statutes for Lower
Canada, respecting seditious and unlawful associa-
tions and oaths. He sail : This is a very ungre-
tentious little Bill. Tt only seeks to change the
word “of " to *“in " in the Consolidated Statutes of
Lower Canada, chapter 10, which is an Act re-

specting seditious and unlawful associations and

oaths. Scction 9 of that Act provides:
““ And whereas certam societies h.u'e been lon accus-
tomed to Le kolden in this province, under the denomi-

nation of Lodges of Free Masons, the meetings whereof
have been, in a great measure, dlrected to charitable
purposes, n othmg in this Act shall extend to the meetings
of any society or lodge, holden under the said denomina-
tion and in conformity to the rules-prevailing among the
said Societies of Free mons provided such society or
lodge has been comtltuted, >y or under the authority of
warrants in that behalf, gmnted by or derived from any
Grand Master or Grand Lodge in the United kmgdom of
Great Lntam and Ireland.”

It was suhsequentl) found that thele was a Graml
Lodge of Masons in Canada, under which a great
numbel of lodges were (,onstltut(,d and, therefore,
in 1865 the qulmment of the then I’mvmce of
C anada enacted as follows :(— ‘

3 The wurd= or Grand Macter or Grand Lodge of Can-
ada” are hereby added to, and shall follow the words
¢ Great Britain and Irelnnd in the nmth section of the
tenth chapter of the Consolidated Statutes for Lower
Capada,intituled: An Act respecting sedmous and unlaw-
ful assouatlons and oaths.” ‘

Shortly after 1863, political changes took place
whereby the name of Canada was apphed to the
Dominion, and it embr: aced all the provinces ex-
tending from ocean to ocean, and the name, there-
fore, of the Grand Lodge for Canada became & mis-
nomer. Grand Lodges of Freemasons are constitut-
ed in all the provinces ; and in the Province of Que-
bec doubts have arisen as to whether the Grand
Lodge of that province is excepted from the Act
respectmcr seditious and unlawful associations, be-
cause it speaks of the Grand Lodge of Canada,
whereas there is now practically no Grand Lodge
of Canada. It has been desired by a large number
of the societies which have long existed in that
province and have done a good deal of charitable
work, that the words ¢“of Canada ” shall be changed
<0 as to read ‘‘any Grand Master or Grand Lodge
in Canada,” and that the Act shall not apply to
any lodges constituted under warrant issued by any
Grand Lodge or Grand Master in Cana.da.



