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the Governor General in the Senate Chamber, 1
informed His Excellency that the choice of Speaker
had fallen on me, and, in your names and on yow
behalf, I made the usual claim for your pnvllcues,
which His Excelleney was pleased to confirm to
you.

CONTROVERTED ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House a judg-
ment bearing date the Sth November, IS0, of the
Hon. Mr. Justice Armour, one of the judges select-
ed for the trial of clection petitions pursuant to

the matter of the clection petition for the Electoral
District of the County of Halton, by which the then
sitting member was declared duly elected.

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.
Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD introduced Bill
{(No. 1) respecting the Administration of Qaths of
Ofttice.
31l reasd the first time.

SPEECH FROM THE THROXNE.

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 have the honour to inform
this House that when the House attended His:
Excellency the Governor General this day in the:
Senate Chamber, His Excellency was pleased to:
ke a Speech to hoth Houses of Parliament, and.
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to pre\'u\t mistakes, I hive obtained a copy of the

Speech, which is as follows :—
Honowralde Gentlemeon n_l -‘7(0 Senete :
(GGontlomen of the Honse of Commaons :

T am giad to weleome you to the duties of the first
Session of 1 new Pariinment. which Lhope will he memar- |
able for wise deliberations, and for measures adapted to
the progress aml development of the Dominion,

The seazon in which yon are assembled has opened
auspicionsly for the industrics of our people.  Letushope
thar their labours may be erowned with fruittul returans
from land and sea, and that the great resources of Canada
may continue to reward the toil and enterprise ot its
inhabitants.

My advisers. aviailing themselves of opportunicies
which were presented in the elosing months of last year,
cansed the Administration of the Unired States 10 be
reminded of the willingness of the Gevernment of Canada
to join in making effores for the extension and develop-

ment of the rrade between the Republic and the Domin-:

jon,
of an internationa} charaeter which vemain nnsettled. I
am pleised to say that these represeutations have resulted

in an assurance that, in Qctober next, the Government of ;

the United States will be prepared to enter on a Con-
ference to consider the best meuns of arriving at a
practical soluiion of these important questions.

pipers relating to this subject will be laid before you,

as well as for the friendly adjustment of those matters !

-4, On Mizecilancons

quiry has heen made as to the ineidents of that trade. in so
far as this country is concerned. The evidence elicited
on this enquiry will be laid before you. While L am glad
to learn that our shipping is free from reproach in thur
regard, your attention will be invited to a measure which
will remove all reasonable apprehensions of abuses aris-
ing in the future in connection with so important a branch
of our comnmerce.

The early coming into toree of the Imperial Statute re-
lIating to the Viee-Admiralty Courtz of the Empire has
made it necessary to revise the Laws in foree in Canada

i respeciing our Courts of Maritime Jurisdiction, and a

the Dominion Controverted Elections Act. IS74 in 1y e ire will therefore be Il before you, designed to

reorganize those tribunals,

A Code of the Criminal Law has heen prepared in order
that this branch of our jurisprudence may be simplified
and improved, to which your best aztention isinvited,

Measures relating to the Foreshores of the Dominion
and to the obstruction of its navigable wuters, will be
submitted to you, and you will also be uszked to consiler
amendments to the Aets relating to the North-West Ter-
ritories, to the Exchequer Court Act, aud to the Acts re-
Lting 1o Traode Marks.

1 (v eutlenen o the Howse o Compinns

The Accounts for the past year wiil be submitted to you.
i The Revenue, after providing for the serviees to which
Svou appropriated it, hasleft a surplus tor the works which
Fvouw designed to be earried on by Capital expenditure.

The Estimages for the coming year will be laid hetore
vuu atan carly date.

llu.urll)'u/;/l (Fentlemen of the N nate:
tientlomen of He Hans, of Connmons »

I pray that in the eonsideration of these matters, and
in the performance of all the labours which will devolve
on you, yvour deliberations may be Divinely aided, and
that your wisdom and patriotizsm mway enlarge the pros-
perity of the Dominion, and promote in every way the
well-being of its people.

Sir JOHN A MACDONALD moved that the
Specch of His Excellency the Governor General to
hoth Houses of the Parlinment of the Dominion of
Cunada be taken into cousideration to-morrow.

Motion agreed to,
SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.
Nir JOHN AL MACDONALD moved :

That Select Standing Committees of this House, for
the present Session, be appointed for the fullowing ur- -
|m~c~:—-l On Privileges and Eleetions 1 20 On Expiring
Clawsg B On l‘.n.\\ne. Canals and  Tel (.-'ruph Anes:
Private RBills 1 5, Oun m.mdm"
Orders: 6. On Printing: 7. On Public Accounts: 8. On
Bankine and Commeree: 9, On Immigration .md(nimu-
n!:nn.-——\\hu h =il Commitrees shall severa 1y be em-
powered 1o examine and engnire into all suelh matters

- amd things as may he reterred to them by the House s and

The !

Under these circumstances, aud in the hope that t_hc;

propused Conference may result in arrangements bene-
ficial to both countries, you will he called upon to econsider
the expedieney of extending,
principal provisions of the protocol ansexed to the Wash-
ington Treaty, 1883, known as the Modus Vivend:.

A disgposition having been manifested in the United !
Kingdon to impose on sea-going ships engaged in the
cattle trade increased safeguards for life and greater
restrictions against improper treatment, a careful en-

o,
-

for the present seasou. the ;

to_report trom muc i time their nl»cr vations and
P opinions thereon, with power to =end for persons, papers
and reconds,

Motion agreed to.
NSir JOHN AL MACDONALD moved :

That a Specinl Commirtee of seven members he ap-
pointed tu prepare and report with all  conveniem
speed, lists of members to compose the Seleet Standing
Committees ordered by the House this day, and that Sir
John A, Macdonald, \lr Heetor Langevin, Sir Rlchard
Cartwright, Sir John Thompson, and Messrs., Bowell.
Lourier and Mills (Jothwell) do compose the said Com-
mittee,

Motion agreed to.



