
own part in the world . The last four years that have seen our
contacts with the countries of Eastern Europe multiply and
mature have also seen us increase very materially our commitment
to the countries of Black Africa, of both English and French
expression . I was the first Canadian Foreign liinister to visit
Black Africa . In the same period we have developed new rela-
tionships with the nations of the Pacific . With Japan, we have
a joint ministerial committee that meets ann•aally . Our interest
in Indonesia and Malaysia is increasing. We are in constant
bilateral contact with Australia and New Zealand, formerly seen
principally as fellcw-members of the Commonwealth . Never before
has there been such a careful and deep cultivation of our rela-
tions with Western Europe .

The Government of Canada has had a completely fresh
look at our relations with Latin America, which has led to an
important strengthening of Canadian participation in the Inter-
American system, We now.have permanent observer status in the
Organization of American States, with a resident Ambassador .
We have become members of near17 all the constituent agencies of
the Inter-American system. We joined the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank last week, and will be contributing $100 million to the
Bank over the next three years .

In the light of this broadening of our world-wide
interests it is unacceptable to suggeut that Canada is turning
away from the United States . Some observers have suggested that
Canada is trying to "disengage" from its southern neighbour .
Nothing could be further from the truth . Diversification of
relations does not imply disengagement from our community of
interest with the United States . What is possible and desirable,
and what we are doing, is to avoid drifting into total dependency
upon the United States by suitable domestic policies and by
developing closer and more effective relationships with other
countries, some of them a .mong our oldest friends, others with
whom we co-operate despite deep differences in policy and
philosophy .

Whatever Canada uay gain f-,om broadening and
deepening its international relationships, Cenadian relations with
the United States will always remain unique in their complexi.ty,
their closeness and their dynamic qua?.ity . This dynamic quality,
this readiness to innovate, .ia3 most recently exemplified in the
Great Lakes Water Quality Control Agreement signed by President
Nixon and Pr iame I1inis~,;e-7 Trudeau in 0-Zo;a-ra last mon-% .h .

This Agreement is one t2k .t will affect all of us here
and is of particular iaterest to those livinE; in the vast urban
conglomerations surrounding thp Great Lakes such as Buffrlo,
Toronto Detroit and Chicngc . :'or it is theae cities and the
people iiving in them which :k.-4e done mu :h to deupoil the
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