Bearing in mind that the prevention and eradication of corruption is a
responsibility of all States and that they must cooperate with one another, with
the support and involvement of individuals and groups outside the public sector,
such as civil society, non-governmental organizations and community-based
organizations, if their efforts in this area are to be effective,

Bearing also in mind the principles of proper management of public
affairs and public property, fairness, responsibility and equality before the law
and the need to safeguard integrity and to foster a culture of rejection of
corruption,

Commending the work of the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in
preventing and combating corruption,

Recalling the work carried out by other international and regional
organizations in this field, including the activities of the African Union, the
Council of Europe, the Customs Cooperation Council (also known as the World
Customs Organization), the European Union, the League of Arab States, the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development and the Organization
of American States,

Taking note with appreciation of multilateral instruments to prevent
and combat corruption, including, inter alia, the Inter-American Convention
against Corruption, adopted by the Organization of American States on 29
March 1996, the Convention on the Fight against Corruption involving Officials
of the European Communities or Officials of Member States of the European
Union, adopted by the Council of the European Union on 26 May 1997, the
Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International
Business Transactions, adopted by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation
and Development on 21 November 1997, the Criminal Law Convention on
Corruption, adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on
27 January 1999, the Civil Law Convention on Corruption, adopted by the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 4 November 1999, and the
African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption, adopted
by the Heads of State and Government of the African Union on 12 July 2003,

Welcoming the entry into force on 29 September 2003 of the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,

Have agreed as follows:



