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governments and others. This should be done in relation to the current Open Skies Treaty in
Europe and the capacity of reconnaissance satellites. In addition, the UN should consider
developing the capacity for aerial surveillance in its peace-keeping and other missions.

* Explore the possibilities for technology.

Comment: The UN has traditionally been technophobic, both in the field and at headquarters.
As mentioned, there are many technological possibilities still waiting to be explored, from
remote sensing technologies (such as aerial and satellite monitoring) to ground sensing. While
there has been an expressed interest in technology within certain quarters of the UN (e.g., in
the Peace-keeping Committee and in UN expert reports on verification) there has not been even
a detailed study about how technology can have a positive impact on peace and security and play
a role in UN’s tasks, including early warning.

* The officer in charge of early warning should not be responsible for proposing response
options. This responsibility should be held by a different body.

Comment: A requirement that the early warning coordinator or unit also recommend potential
responses to the threat will slow down, or make impossible, the early warning process. While
such recommendations can be attached to the warning, the "early warners" should be
unencumbered from that obligation. Their warning should, however, provide an analysis of the
threat with as much information as possible that could be useful in the consideration of
responses.

* More broadly, the UN should consider the creation a Civilian/Military Information
Centre (CMIC) with a responsibility for handling information at all stages of the conflict,
from prior to escalation (leading to early warnings) to the post-conflict peace-building stage.
The EW unit could be part of such a body.

Comment: This integrated approach has much to commend it. It would allow for information
gathering through the life cycle of a conflict and across the military/civilian divide. This will
help smooth the transition between early warning and peace-keeping and post-conflict peace-
building. There is a strong need for a body within the Secretariat which is dedicated to
information gathering and analysis. In the past, a number of large peace-keeping operations
(PKO:s) included a distinct military information branch (MIB) in the field. Various UN



