
.Ergün Olgun drew attention to cases where confederations led to the establishmnent of
federal unions. For instance, the federal union of modem Switzerland was preceded by a
confederation of Swiss cantons. Germany' s modem federal arrangements may be traced to the
German confederation of the 19'" century. The federal constitution of the U.S. is the successor to
the Articles of Confederation.

Sharing the Canadian Experience of Living Together
Ronald Watts (Queens' University) emphasised that by living together he means flot

integration or absorption but living side by side as distinct groups to achieve common goals. He
focussed on 5 basic lessons of living together from the Canadian experience and the experience
of other federations and confederations:
1 . the value and limits of experiences of other countries
2. the danger of oversimplifying - perceiving federations and confederations as two different

alternatives
3. special problems of bi-communal situations
4. the importance of a supportive civil society and political culture underpinning formal

structures
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