CD/PV.183
17

(Mr. Clarke, Sri lanks)

Which leads inevitably to the subject of laser and particle bean weapons. Now
that the long-imagined -"death ray" is technically possitle, it has been seized upon
as a solution to the problem of defence agzinst nuclear missiles. A vigorous debate
is in progress over the practicability of such systems and the consensus a2ppears to be
that although they arc theoretically possible, it will be decades rather than years
befcre they can become operational, except for relatively close-ranje purposes.

However, I am always suspicious of negative judgenents, because I remember vividly
the debate in the United States over the possitilities of leong-ranze rockets in the
late 1940s. let me quote again the notoricus pronouncement zade ty the ,hle; Anerican
defence scientist, Dr. Vannevar Bush, in 1945:

"There has been z great deal said about a 3,000 nmile high-ansle rocket ...
I ion't think anyone in the world knows how tc do such a thing, and I feel
confident that it will not be dcne for 2 long period of time to come ...

I think we can leave that out of our thinking, I wish the American putlic
would leave that ocut of their thinking."

The American public did;' but the Rucssizns didn't.

If something is theoretically pcssitle, and scmeone needs it badly enough, it
will be achieved eventually, whztever the cost. And when cne side develcps a new
system, the other will try to outdc it. The two Superpcwers are both led by intelligent
and responsitle nen, yet they scmetizes appear like small beys staniing in a pool cof
gasoline —- each tryins to acquire more matches than the osther, when 2 single one is
ore than sufficient.

It is no lcnger trus that wors degzin in the nminds of =en; they can now staxrt in
the circuils of computers. Yet the technolegics which 2culd destroy us can alsc te
used for our salvatiscn. Frem thair very nature, space syctezs are uwniquely adapted ©
Provide glocal facilities, equzlly bensficial tc 2ll natizns.

Ag you are well aware, in 1975 the French Gevermnent rpropcsed the estatlishnent of
ar intermationzl satellite wonitcring acsency tc help enforcc peace treatiec zni o
monitor military activities. Tris hac becn the subject of a detziled study oy a
United Nations Cormittee (see United Nations docwment A/ac. 2Lb/’+ of 16 August 1951)
concductec by Hubert Bortzmeyer. The conclusion is that such 2 system could w=;l ploy
a major role in the preservation of peace.

The operational and pclitical iifficulties are obviously very grect, yet they are

STELT,
trivial whea cczp-rcd with the ﬁos ible advantares., The sxpence == onc or two
billion 4cllars — is 2lsc hardly = valid cbjection. It has beer astimatad that its
Tecopnaissance satallitzs saved thu United States the beet part of 2 $xrillion icllars.
a lotal system misnt to an aven datier investment; and who can set - cacn volus on
the price of peace?
However, the Tnited Stntss anl the Seviis iniom, anmisus ¢ rrasexrve their joint
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zonopoly of reconncissance S”V—-:ltes, arc siron;ly onpased t2 such o gchenme,  the
Pritici. Government ic alse luke ewarr, %o sar the lencst
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