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Garrison Diversion Unit - IJC recommends some delay

Secretary of State for External Affairs
Don Jamieson, announced on September
19 that the Governments of Canada and
the United States had received from the
International Joint Commission its report
on the "Transbounidary Implications of
the Garrison Diversion Unit" in North
Dakota.

Thre IJC concluded that the construc-
tion and operation of thre Garrison Diver-
sion irrigation project in North Dakota
would cause significant injury to healtir
and property in Canada as a resuit of ad-.
vers imaÇ. on the watP1r quality, and
would damage some important biological
resources in Manitoba.

The iJc International Garnîson Diver-
sion Study Board had proposed an im-
proved fisir sçreen at McClusky Canal
and a closed system of water transport.
Howevçir, the Commission concluded that
because of possible overland flow froru
accidents or for other reasons, although
unlilcely, thre fisir screen and closed
system could not be relied upon.

The only acceptable policy at present,
concluded the Commission, was to delay
construction of those features of thé Gar-
rison Diversion Unit until thre question of
biota and fish-diseases transfer was no
longer a matter of concern to the govern-
ments.

reservoir discharge only into the Missouri
River Basin (James River) and if fishing
in the Reservoir were forbidden.

The Commission concluded that the
concentrations of dissolved solids in the
retumn flows to Canada could be reduced
by removing irrigable areas with highly
saline soils and replacing them with less
saline soils. However, this would not im-
prove the situation with respect to
nitrates.

The iJC further concluded that seep-
age from the Velva Canal would be re-
4i*eê4 by lining certain areas of the4 canal
to decrease the amount and concentra-
tion of total dissolved solids flowing from
the canal.

Wildlife protection
The Commission noted that the project
would have an adverse impact on the
waterfowl resources in Manitoba, but it
concluded that this would be largely
offset by the implementation of a wet-
land habitat-restoration program.

The Commission resolved to verify
both the quality and quantity of retum
flows from the project, and to determine
by research the ultimnate fate of nitrogen
in the Sçuris River before there is irriga-

New Finance Minister heads Iist of
Cabinet changes

Prime Mmnister Trudeau namned Jean
Chirétien as the new Minister of Finance
on September 16 to replace Donald
Macdonald, who resigned on Septemnber 6.
Mr. Chrétien, the first Frenchi Canadian

Jean Chrétien

appointed to thre finance portfolio, was
formerly thre Minister of Industry, Trade
and Commerce.

0 Warren Autmana, irom 1n10aM AIlairs
and Northemn Development to Consumer

ries ot tie ujeneraiizedi bysrem or irre-
ferences and Canada wlll fund a smafl
~technical co-operation project in the field
of fisheries. The Governiment of Portugal
intends to finance a programn to encour-
age contacts between the people of tire
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