
THIE PUBLIC HEALTII JOURNAL

tin to his back yard, is merely protecting
himslf, while breeding pestilence for his

Nany people are negligent and careless
and permit pestilence breeding flth to ac-
.umulate. As a chain is only as strong as
its veakeot link, so a eomnmunity is only

m nitary as its- most unsanitary spot.

Uulth is largel:y a matter of habit whe-
thr of the. individuial or the eommumity.
Dey obedience to a few simple laws is
th one great giiaranitee against epidemics
M weil as against ordinary diseases.

The most effective work that eau be donc
toars reducing the death rate is to school

th public ini habits of everyday and uni-
vrsl sanitation. This, of course, requires

no oujy the enaetment but the strict en-
foeet of 8anitary measures.

Dr. J. W. S. MClugchief health
~oer of Ontario; Dr. Charles A. Ilodgetts,
of the Conservation Comimission; Allan
Hagen, civil engineer, of New York; T C.
Z.ster, civil engineer, of Ottawa, and Pro-
femr Siiutt, of the Ottawa Experimental

bam ave been appointed a committee to
eaiethe. water iupply and sewerage

.yase of Ottawa and are instructed to,
'1 luVeStiggteý the best sources of water sup-
pl aud sewerage disposai, for the city"

It is generàlly feit that reflections upon
adinvestigations into wvater supply wil

hgft a community ronrnmercially. Is a
m icplty's reputation worth more than

th heulth, of its citizenst There îsabo
glt »yn reason why any town should not

hav a ure water su~ppIy. The supreme
cout o th Sateof .Minnesota bhas re-

Styruled that a c-ity is responsible for
&ny ijuryor death resulting f rom water.

if weha sueh a mile in parts of Canada,
peraps noe of the sanitary officiais in
c.,reof water supplies would issue a
wan.igwhen accidlentai containation oc-

Compuisory vaccination throughout the
prvneof Qnebec has heen decided upon

by tePovinial Board of flealth, as a
rglt of sporadic outbreaks of smailpox

rpred o laie. A deerce bas been pro-
Mugtdinstrueting ecd of the 1,5W0 mu-

Bicpaitesof Quebec to enforce general

vaccination. 'Many munieipalities iready
have such laws, but now it will 1e incuim-
bent upon ail the rest to peas such laws
within five days after the order is received
from the Provincial B3oard of Hlealth In
most of the rural districts sncbe orders are
to be promulgated by announcýements f rom
the church doors after mnass and witbin 48
hours f rom such announcemnent thie law
goes into effeet, and any person who eau-
not show proof of proper vaccination
within seven years, will have to subinit to
vaccination under the penalty of $5, with
further penalties if they refuse to comiply.

In relation to such matters, it bias been
decided to diiethe Provinc e of' Queb)er
înto ten districts,. eachi under thc super.
vision of an inspector, specially trained
and examined for the post.

Compulsory vaccination will not appar-
ently bc enforced in the Toronto, Ontario,
sehiools, although Dr. Struthers, Chief
Mý.edical Inspector, seema to favor it. Tiie
sehool management comrmittee hiave recoin-
xnended that the pairenrts be asked to let
their children be vaecinated and that medi.
cal insp)ectors b. permnitted, to vaccinate
thiose cildren whose parents or guiardianr,
have requested it.

In the report of this committee, the re-
commendation ia also mnade that in order
to protect sehool iidren froi the danger
of contagious disease, new scliolars or those
promoted to another ciass, b. given a new
set of books that shall becomne the property
of the pupil; and that books ordered to b.
destroycd by the Medical Hlealth Insp)ecter
on account of contagions disease shall b.
repiaced by a new set supplied b>' the
Board of Education.

It is also proposed to establlishli in Toron-
to a laboratory for the dental treatinent of
the poor chiidren of the city. The urgent
nead of such. work ia shown by the fact
that the reent investigation miade b>' tii.
mnedicai inspector in public schoolis revealed
that fullly 99 per ent. of tiie
children are in nieed of dental treatinent.

Toronto 's heaith officer, Dr. Charles J.
C. 0. Ilastingq, is advocating a number of
admirable reforma in sainitary miattera.
Considering the connon drinking ciip, be
writes: 'inasmucli as human saliva and


