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O 'NE thing niust, we think, have struck thie minds of
of those who try te follow the current discussi

reference te Separate Schools, in Manitoba and elsewl
We refer to the broad dîfference in 'the modes of argur
if what is said on the side of the defence C&fl hc calledî
ment, used by the more influential on the respective s
There is, of course, far too mucli Of empty and angry de
ciationr on both sides. But the leaders of thought au
those who wish to sec the Separate Sohools discont:i
'n Manitoba and the North-West, and if possible in
tarjo, discuss the question, many of them calmiy, diE
siOnately, and simply on the merits of the unsecta
system. On the other hand, we do nlot think that it is
exaggeration to say that we have seen ne autenipt atk
argument on the part of the defenders of the Sepa
Schoois. Most of those defenders stand on their rig
the riglits secured to thenm by the terms cf capitulation
the Quebec Act, by the British North Ainerica Act,
"0 forth. We do net deny that there is great force in
contention, The question of how to affect a reform
pernicious system soereîgrafted into the very stock of
Ceonstitution, without being guilty cf something like
faith, is a very difficuit question, and onse which must
fairly and honourably met when the proper time cer
We dismiss that, for the present, merely remarkin gt
to suppose that there is ne honest way out cf the cern
is to commit us te the view, from w hich every instini
freedom and progress recoils, that it was within thej
powers of the Governmer.t cf a past generation te depr
a people cf equai right8 and religicus equaiity for ail ti
to cerne. Surely the dead hand must some day relax
grasp upon our liberties. But te return te our o
Have the Catholic defenders cf the Separate Schoois a
where undertaken te defend the systein upon its menit
just and fair te ail, and progressive?' Even Archbisl
Taché, from whom we should expect such a defençe
froin any one, iii bis speech at St. Boniface, did net, se
as we are able te discever, touch upen sucb grounds.
dwelt upon the alieged fact, about which there is dou
that the whole Catholic community are opposed te
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abolition cf Separate Scheels. He reminded bis hearers

E ANDART cf the other facts, about whicb there is, we suppose, ne
EAOATdoubt, that lie personaliy niad devoted the best years cf

ithe, $1100 bis life te the advancement cf this country;- that if lie had
bed lu nu tein lives lie weuld devote thern aIl te the service cf the
ine for sil
,r insertion State ; that lie was a direct descendant cf the first three
ýprepaidl, families who had settied on thse baniks cf the St. Lawrence;uittances ta r.be r eoeasN
sed to the ta e hadbe in this coutrybf most cf tos who

are now pesing as champions cf progress were born ; thats- T. R n
the agitators would find it a mistake te try to deprive the

'liser. rnsety cf their just riglits, and se on. B)ut in regard te
the real question, whether the perpetuation cf a systern of

'R. Separate Schools, at public expense, is in the hest interests
cf the whole people in these new cemmunities, net a word
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T Esm line cf remark holds good, se far as we have
.......3 oserved, witb reference t the French erators and
..... prescf Quebec. Expressions cf determinatien te main-

... 4 tain the privileges secured by statutory compact - denuîî-
4ciations cf the prejudice and bigotry cf those who would

... 4 attempt te disturh themi in the enjeyment cf these privi.

.... leges,; these we have seen in abundance. But, a cales,
~..5logicai, cogent atte mpt te show that the present systein is

6 feunded on the higher law cf reason and right ; or even
Ure.f 7 that it is the best compromise possible under existing
ýpli. 7 circumstances ; this we do net remember te have seen. Is
.Z. 7 net this fact-and we appeal te cur French fellow-citizens,

i.9who certainiy know how te reasen logically, te say whether
Mles. 10 it be ïîot a fact--significant I We can understand theirs

11c
...10exasperation, cf course, lit what mnay seens te thein an

bist. 11 uncaliedfor attempt te disturb the existing state cf tlsing8.

fer. ïï But wby do tbey net essay te show, for example, that thedr11dual system cf publiceacool in Ontario or Manitoba is
...1, preferaXile on its monits, and produces better resuits than s

19 the single system wlsich prevails, say, in New Brunswick? 'i
13We ail remember the fiorce struggle that was malnle in

.... 1 behaîf cf Separate Schools in thaf Province. And yet, wea
are now assssred, on the authority cf a St. John newspaper,a

sy tlier whose statement we have net seen coîîtradictied, and wvich t
nohrweuld scarcely attempt to mislead in regard te a matter 0

___ in which the facts are se easily ascertained, that the priests of
fmlost who at one time went te prison rather than pay the schcci 9
on in tax collectable under the non-sectarian law Ilare forenobt t
'here. in upholding ncw what they dencxînced thon." "The cf

ment, bisbops and clergy cf the Cathelic Church," says the saine
argu- paper, "and the clergymen cf the Protestant Chiurch aredi
sides. aIl one on this point, and we ewe a debt cf gratitude te
Iflun- the wise men who broug-ht about this hîappy st.ate cf affairs t
ýmong here." It toels us, moreoiver, that II the bishop's brotr-di

inued in-iaw, Dr. Travers, is now itting along with other f
n On- Catholics side by side with their Protestant brethren t
spas- directing tiese chools, which are being tauglit by the mem- P
ýarian bers cf every branch cf the Christian Cburch, including su
ýs any the Catholic Sisters, eut cf the samne books, in the Victoria a1
aucli and St. Jeseph'a, the Albert and St. Patnick's buildings." y
iarate Why shouid net the Catbolics cf Ontario and Quebec bec.
igts, willing at least te argue the question calmly, and conaider su
in, by whether a similarly happy state cf affaira is unattainable no
,and in these provinces, witheu t inj ustice te any race or denomi- se
this nationI Can it be that tIse reasen is te be feund, as se fcr
cf a many aliege, in the determination cf the French, cf Quebec Th
fthe and Ontario te seek an independent national existence in th(
badl Canada î And, if this is indeeti the resuit cf tise spociaile1,
;t be priviieges that have been s0 long enjoyed by the people cf th,
)Mes. their race and religion, can they wonder that the English- are
that speaking and Protestant people cf Canada show a disposi- 'ilî
ipact tien te arise in their might and declare that this country inq
et of is and must ever remain an Anglo-Saxon and Pr-otestant Pa
jat country, and that if any special institutions and privileges th,
rive stand in the way cf its developmont along these linos, sonie c
time juat means muiît le found for their removal? pe
K its fan
oit T Winnipeg papers throw a clearer liglit upon the su6

any- L nature ofth trouble hetween Lieutenant-Governor cf1
s, as Royal and the North-West Assembiy. Certain members vis
hop cf the Assernbiy who have been intervîewed are emphatic tho:
e, if in deciaring that the bone cf contention is net by any
far means a demand for full responsible goverument. That A1
Ho is, for the present, nieither asked nor desired. The realUc
ubt, question at issue is the old one, concerning the distribu- cft
the tien cf public money. The revenues cf the Territory are iaw
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1provided frorn txv sources, but ini very unequai propor-
tiens. The territerial incomne, deriveel frons licenses and
other local sources, is triiling, ameunting only te about
$16,000 a year. This is supplemented by a subsidy voted
by thse Dominion Parliamient cf $1415,000. La.4t ycar, it
appears, the Lieutenant- Governor sîîbmitted the estimates
for the disposai cf the wliole revenue, arising frein both
sources, te the vote cf the Asseîsibiy. Those estimates
seem te have been passed without change ; hence the
actual uestions cf tise riglît of tie Assemhly te a voice in
the distribution cf tise Dominion subsidy did net arise in
practical fores, but the meuîshers cf thse Assembly dlaim
that they were led te infer, both from tihe Lieutenant-
Geverncr's werds and front the fact cf bis Isaving sub-
initted the whoie cf the estimiates, that bho recognized the
riglit cf tise Assembly te centrel. the appropriations. As
the subsidy is voted by tise Dominion Parliarnent in lump
sums for specific purposes, as, for exampie, $73,000 for
sclîcoîs, it is cle'ar that the prerogative cf tihe Assenîbly,
if it lias any, in regard te this major part cf the revenue,
must bc Iimited te the matter cf distribution. After the
resîgnation cf the first Advisory Board, on the greund
that they could net assume respensibiiity for executive
acts, in regard te whicli they were either net ccnisuited or
their advice was disîregarded, Dr. Brett, on taking office,
anneuinced as the poiicy cf tise new Board, tîsat it wouid
Iexorcise the funictions cf an executive in matters affect-

ing territor-ial ffinances emly," thoug-h lis Ilenour would
seek their advice in ail matters cf administration cf publie
affaira, amnd coiupîy, as ilntise past, svith tise reconsmenda-
tiens cf the lieouse Ilin a liberal anîd constitutionai spirit."
The issue, if this statemient is correct, becemes tclerably
well defined. It is, if we niistake nsot, the saine issue, in
sulbstance, tisat caused tise trouble seine yeosrs ago iietxveen
the appointed and the elected nueisîbers cf tihe former
North-West couiscil. it is higly probable that Lieuten-
îint-Gevernor Royal's interpretation of theo Act i-i correct,
and that ho is acting under instructions fronts Ottawae. At
the saine timo it is net' te be wondered at tîsat luelsîlers

if the Assembly are reluctant te assumîe the responsibiiity
of advisers whose advice nsay or may net bc a8keîi, or be
acted upen wiîen asked, as flis iloncur may choose, or
tsat the Assembly shouid'regard tise sulimission te them
of mreasures wisicis they have ne power te change or
nsodîfy as littie botter tlsan a farce. Tise natter wiline
coubt cerne up wheîs Panliarnent mneets. Meaniwile it is
ar-d te soc any goed reason why tise representatives cf
th people cif the Territory sould net ho trusted wvith the
istribution cf the funds provided, frcsis whatever source,
Fr tise use cf tise constituencies wbich eiect themîs. If
sey are net quaiified botit by local kmsowledgo and by
personal character for the discbarge cf such a trust, tihe
îmmcnning cof the Assembly itself muat be regarded as te
large extexst farcical.

'NE cf the resclutions acloptcd by the North-West
"Assemhily, duning its late session, is unpieasantly

iggestive. The resolution cails attention te the fact that
io action bas been taken by the Dominion Governmnent te
ettie the aliegred gnievancea cf tise Ilf-breeds, as set
ortb in a motion passed by the Asssmsbly two years ago.
-ho new resolution urges upon the Federai Gevernmient
li dtcsirability cf settling the lalf-breed clamns witl tise
ýast possible deiay, as the matter is ene gravely afi'ecting
ie ternitories. The aîieged dlaims of tîsese old settiers

e, in the opinion of the Assensbiy, weil founded.
Vhether tisey are or net they ahouid aurely ho carefuliy
iquired into and a final decision given as soon as possible.
'st painful exponience ahouid have sufficientiy impreassed
ie Ottawa (iovernrnent with the unwisdornicf permitting
shers cf dissatisfaction and unirest te arnouider until,
erhaps, some second Riel may corne upon the scene and
in tbem again into open revoit. But, apart from any
ih danger, tie sense cf justice of Ministors and Membera
'Panliament sbouid ho strong enougli te overceme the

s nerstae cf officialisrn, and secure a prompt, fair and
trough investigation.

(AN it be that the practice cf poiygamy is net uniawfui
in Canada? iLt is rather startiing te be toid by some

the newspapers that it is doubtful wbether there is any
w on our atatute bocks directly forbidding it. [t is


