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by any people who have adapted the modern ideas of
liberty and equal rights.

But the question is : How are we to deal with sucob a
state of things ?i It bas been said that we should tolerate
everything except intolerance, and this is a quite
intelligible theory ; but is it a workable one ? There can
be noa doubt that the Roman Cathaliec (hurch is an
intolerant one, that it persecutes wherever it bias the
power. There je fna doubt that the J esuits have been
always the encouragers and promoters ai persecution
wherever it could be carried out. Are we tben prepared
to gay that we will flot tolerate the Churcli of Rome, and
that, above ail, we will refuse toleration ta the Jesuits 1
We may say, every one will say, that we have no thought
af such a thing. -Roman Cathaiics and Jesuits, as lang as
they do flot break the laws af the land, are as free ta
live amang us as any other class of peaple or religious
comniunity.

As a generai principle, fia one will call this in questian.
But its application does not seem ta be quite so simple.
And many persans are naw maintaining that Jesuits may
live among us, individually or in cammuuity, and may
teach among us ta their hearts' content, but that they
must flot be incorporated. If this meant only that there
is a doubt as ta the legality af the incorporation af the
Jesuits, that this doubt should be resalved, and that the
incorporation should be quashed if found ta be illegal, we
shauld have nothing ta say against it. But we confes
that we are unable ta go further and say that it is the
duty of the Dominion Government, or of the Govemnor-
General, ta veto the unanimaus decision ai the Legisiature
af Quebec ta incorporate the Jesuit Order. We daubt
gravely aur rigbt ta do this ; but we have no doubt at al
as ta the inexpediency of such an interposition. As we
are hers, apparently, at variance witb a considerable
number af aur fellow-citizens, it is necessary that we
sbould make aur meaning periectly clear, and give somne
reasans for aur opinion.

Let us then, finit, distinctly recagnize the fact that
Quebec is a Roman Catholic Province, cantaining a popu-
lation perbaps more absolutely devoted ta the Papal See
than any other population in the warld. This may be
very lamentable; and it is quite right and reasonable that
we should wish it ta be otherwise, and that we shauld take
every lawful means ai delivering these people from
opinions and influences wbich we regard as erroneaus and
mischievous. But wbst can we do 1 Certain concessions
bave been made ta the inhabitants ai Quebec, with respect
ta their language and their religion, wiseiy or unwisely.
Some persans think most unwiseiy, and moreover are

ai opinion that they should be withdrawn. But this means
civil war ; and we do not find th'tt any of the speeches at
these public meetings go go far as this.

What right have we, then, ta say that the Roman
(Jatholics af Quebec shall ot carry aut their religiaus
enterprises in their own ways, and after their awn
methods i We do nat propose ta enter largely into the
question of the endowment af the Order. Tbey get na
more than the share appartioned ta tbem by their own
Cburch, by the abelute master af their awn Cburch.
Apart altogether from the fact that the money distributed
was originally Jesuit praperty, the distribution was made
according ta the proportions af Romaniste and Protestants
in the Province. The Protestants were off.red their share,
and they took it and said nothing againet the distribu-
tion until the fire broke out in Ontario. The maney
was appropriated to the education af the people, and it
does nat appear that this principle bias been departed from.
But we do not care, at this moment, ta discuse thte money
question. If that muet be discussed, it can lie taken by
itself.

Nom do we care ta discuss the interposition ai the Papal
Soe in this question, altbough a great deal of nonsense bas
been spoken and written on this part of the subject. Only
a word or twa may now be said on this point. We quite
believe that Mr. Mercier's manner of approaching the
Pope was servile and offensive, and that it was even
unbecoming in one who was an officiai. under the British
Government ; but this is very muai a matter ai taste.i
The real essence ai the matter is the necesity for liaving a
final settlement of the Jesuit dlaims. It is quite easy te
say that they bave no clai ms; but a great many af thei
people wbom Mr. Mercier bas ta eatiefy think that they 1
bave dlaims. This is tbe opinion of a great many ai the ,
peaple who determine wietier M. Mercier or another shall
lie Prime Minister ai Quebec ; and M. Mercier muet give'
effeat ta the opinions af the Peaple, or lie muet prepare to
aidicate. And the question oi these dlaims could not leie

finaliy settled until the Pope became a party ta the
settiement.

New, as we said, the first question for us ta determine
is aur rigit ta refuse ta the people ai Quebec leave ta
manage their awn affairs in their awn way and according
ta their awn mmnd. There is a difference of opinion amang
us as ta the extent af Provincial riglits, as ta the point at
which the Dominion may say ta tbe Province, You shall
not do this or that, and it is by fia means easy ta settie
that doubt. We might, ai course, say that the Dominion
bas a right ta interfere wbenever the point in question
affects the intereets ai the wiale country, and nat merely
of the Pravince, and this would seem toelie a reasonable
opinion ; but tben again there is bardly a question about
which a doubt may not arise as ta the extent ai its
influence. At any rate, it cames ta this tiat the right ai
veto depends upon the view wic we take ai its expedi-
ency ; and the question ai expediency cannot be determined
merely by the opinions ai those wbo are outside the Pro-
vince of Quebec, but also by the feelings ai the inhabitants
af that Province.

We are naw face ta face with the e8sential question.
The sentiment involved in this agitation arises fr ým the
conviction that the aggressions ai the Roman Churcb con-
stitute a real danger ta the Dominion ai Canada, and that
the Jesuit incorporation is an extreme case af such aggres-
sien. We are net muai dispased ta quarrel witi this view
or sentiment. In a general way we are quite sure that
the Roman Churcb will get ail that it can, by any means
wbich will net burt itself, and also that the Jesuits are tbe
most devoted and energetic department ai the Papal army.
Te o emare particular, we believe that there are signe in
same parts ai aur legisiation that the Romans are resolved,
if passible, ta get more than they are entitled ta, and that
they bave partialiy succeeded in tbis. Our friende, who
are agitating for the disallowance ai tie Jesuit Act, wil
hardly go furtber than this. Sa far, then, we and they
are substantiaily agreed. Tie anly question that really
romains ta cansider is this : Shall we cbeck the aggressions
or weaken the power of the Raman hierarcby by quashing
tbe incorporatian ai the Jesuits i The agitatars say, Ycs.
We venture, emphatically, ta say, No; quite the cantrary.
And we proceed briefly, but plainly, ta give aur reasans
for this opinion.

In the flrst place, tho refusai ai incorporation will
make fia practical difference ta the ,Jesuits. They can
still hold property by ineans af trustees, and they can live
in community. Even if they were suppressed, individu-
ally as well as sacially (a quite incanceivable cantingency),
tiey could get drafted inta other arders, and yet 1, eep their
own mule. We cannat get rid ai thern. But, if we could,
we cannat get mid ai their principles, for tiose are the
principles ai the Churcl ai Ramle. What, tien, is the
gain, if tbe utmost that is askcd for by the new Crusaders
should be attained I We declare that we canntatse any
good likely ta mesult fram it.

But we can see muai cvii. We Bay nothing more ai
the doubtfulness ai the palicy ai interierence. We say
nothing ai tbe possibility ai a day caming wben Ontario
shahl be unable ta complain ai ber internai affaire beiiqg
interfered with by Quebec, sceing that sheclias berself set
the 'nad example. This je a point flot unwarthy ai con-
sideration. But there is sometbing mnucli mare serious in
the case. There ie involved in this demand a war ai reli-
gions and af races. [Let tiare be fn iitake on tbis euh-
ject. Let us underatand the clear alternative whicli is
presented ta us. Are we contented ta live aide hy side,
ech ai us minding car own business, each ai us leaving
the other ta go his own way, "0 long as hoe does not inter-
fere with ourselves? aor is tues state ai tbings ta cease;
and are we gaing ta tell aur neigibours what they shall
believe, bow tiey shahl worsbip, and baw tîey shahl live<
This is the alternative, iowever it may be hidden in the
floods ai rhctoric and in the fallacies ai generalities.

Wbat wiil be the cansequence ai anly attack made by
the English-speaking Pratestante af Canada upon tic
French-speaking Romans ai Quebec ? One wbicli is sim-
ple, certain, inevitable. The latter will be driven into anc
solid mass. As citizens, they will becoine 1ese loyal; as 4
rehigionios, tiey will became mare fanatical. Tbey will
regard these attacks as tic pereecutions ai anotier race
and another faiti ; and they wil ding mare closely ta the 1
traditions ai their race and the tenets ai their faitl.i. f
we desired that Quebec sbould. be for ever a IlNew t
France," and net a portion ai the Canadian Dominion, we
siould belp onward this agitation. If we desire ta con-
solidate thc Roman Catiolic Churchini Quebec, ta make
it dearer te the heartB ai its People, ta set up a harrier

againet the reception ai biblical tmuth and a larger religions
and buman liberty, thon we should help forward this agi-
tation. For undaubtedlv sucli will be its effects. We do
not want, as some one bas said, ta have a new Ireland in
Canada, espccially an Ireland which mîglit get the upper
band. But, if we would guard against suai an evil, we
must beware ai the least appearance ai unfairnesa or
intelerance. By ail means, let the proceedings ai the
Roman Churcli be closely watclied. There is muai need ta
watch thcm. By ail means let the measures intraduccd inta
aur legiBlative assemblies be closely scrutinized, as weil as
the votes by which they are carried ar rejected. But let
us keep clear ai tie charge ai injustice. IlEqual rigite "
muet be aur motta. Wiatevcr we demand for ourselves
we concede ta otiers-no mare and fia less.

PA YINOG THE INSURAN CE.

JN an editorial note upon Imperial Federation in TE
IWEEK, ai June 28, the folawing sentence occurs -

"'Tie only candition whici cauld cammcnd the scieme, an
grande ai scîf-intereet, ta the Britishi people-viz., tiat ai
tie colonies undertaking ta bear their siare ai the tremen-
doue cost ai Imperial armaments and possible wars-s the
very condition wbici the colonies, bsppily free ironi tic
turmoil and danger ai Eurapean complications, wauld lie
most loath ta accept." I do fiat imagine for a moment that
s0 bigh-minded a journal as THE WEFic can favour tic
idea ai Canada's remaining a dependency for ever, sbirking
in perpetuity the obligation which devolves an adult nations,
as on aduit individuals, ai bearing the burden ai choir awn
defence. I infer, ticrefore, that yau abject ta the Domi-
nion assuming that obligation by tic particular metîod ai
becoming a full paying partner if tic empire, because sic
je now «Ihappily free fram the turmail and danger ai
Eurapean complications," in wiich, you fear, shc wauld
tien become involved. But this favourite bugbear ai anti-
federationists seeme ta me ta lie quite imaginary. In tic
tiret place, suppose England siould lie drawn inta' a «I Euro-
pean complication," aur coaste and aur commerce are as
much in danger and are leEs powcrfully pratected now than
tbey would lie under Imperial Federation. In the second
place, as we federationiets believe, the chances ai aur being
invoived in a IlEurapean complication " would lie reduced
ta a minimumt by the federatian ai tic empire. Tic
Britannia empire wauid tien lie an aceanic warld-power.
Reinforced by the cantritbutions ai ber new and grawing
partners, Britain couid affard ta withdraw wbhly firom the
Eurapean system, caring littie wbether Sultan ai. Czar
reigned at .Constantinople, and lecs wiether the balance oi
pawer were preserved or disturbed on thc Continent. We
siauld simply have ta go an strengthening the vulnerable
part ai the Indian frontier by railmoads and fortifications;
and we miglit soan ask tic Russians whetber tbey would
prefer ta have India now or ta wait till tbey got it.

But tic strongest argument for Imperial Federation,
for Canadians at ieast, is the present danger ai a war with
tic United States over sanie ai the lianes af cantention
whici now exist between us, and whici American political
leaders persistentîy decline ta bave removed. Those wio
say tiare is no danger ai aur quarreiling aver aur disputes
seemn simpîy ta think that causes cannat produce eflects.
Another American flag iauled down by tbe captain ai a
Canadianl cruiser, a man or two kiiled by a cruiscr's gun
in a runaway flsiing schaoner, or the resistance ai a sealer
ta capture in Behring Sea, may lead ta a war in which we
may boe mare cash than would pay our imperial contribu-
tions for lifty ycars, nat ta speak ai tic dcatbs ai friends
and relatives and passible national humiliation, wiich are
mainly matters ai sentiment. If tic killing ai a bread-
winner is a material lacs ta tbase dependent on iim, It
muet nat lie fargottten that these are anîy wamen and
chuldren, wha, having na vates, are unwarthy the aansider-
atian f ipracticai politicians.

There are ather expedients than federation b y whicb
we mîglit avert war witi tic United States. One-an-
nexatian-wauld be a certain succese, but it dacesnat seeni
practicable. Two otiers-tie policY ai persistent caving
in and "lCommercial Union "-whilc tbey are about equally
impracticable, wauld not lie sa surcly efficaciaus. Early
independence wauid increase aur danger and aur burdene
manifold ; and neither Canada nar the empire can pru-
dently wait in its present precariaus condition until the
former is rici and strong enougi far independence. Tiere
arc at least a fcw aspirants for ultimate independence wio
liold tiat the only practicable way to it is tbrougb an in-
termediate period of Imperial Federatian. But is [Im-
perial Federation iteeli practicable I I have fia more
riglit ta say it is than sanie self-confident gentlemen ai tic
press and some provincial politicians have toaeay it is blot,
simply liecause fia faultcess saheme bas occurred spantan-
eousiy, ta their creative brames. But I do believe that if
tic will becames general, the way will lie found.

And wiil Ifiperial Federatian make aur Amnerican
neigibours more dispoeed te settle tic questions i ipt
between us? hudccrtainly fancy sfri wouid give
tieni an assurance, wiich tiey do not generally feed now,
tiat Britain wiii figlit for Oanadian riglits, and not Britain
alone, but Britain plus Australia, plus New Zealand, plus
South Africa, etc. Politicians will prababiy flnd it im-
possible ta make Political capital by bullying Canada and
warrying Brituin, wben their constituants clearly sec war
staring ticm in tic face. For tuis increased security frowi
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