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give no0 account. Evidently, says, M. Levy-Iruhil, another

of those writers who are just now mnaking powerful

assaults up0fl the dogmatismn of materialistic science,

Ilthe molecular tbeory takes no account of ob jects and

relations which exist in the universe, such as beauty, good-

ness, harniony, conscience. Shallwe conclude therefore that

these do not exist l " It is pretty clos r that the pendulum

of philosophy, baving swung to the mter limit of its arc on

the materialistic side, is now returning toward the centre

to wbicb it is constantly drawn b'y the gravitativc force of

the higlier reason.

T-E Democratic and indepedent papers of the United

TStates are condemnîng withi a 'good deal of vigour,,

and apparontly with good cause, President Harrison's

action in regard to the postmastership of New York. Mr.

Pearson bas boon renioved from that desirable position to

niake room for Mr. Van Cott. It is, we believe, admitted

on almost ail hands that Mr. Poarson was a miodel poat-

master in overy respect. His appointment, many years

ago, was made on the sound principle of promotion, bis

qualification being able and faithful discharge of the duties

of assistant. In recognition of his eminent fitness for the

position and his general worth, lie was, tbough a Republi-

can, left undisturbed by President Cleveland. And Tiow,

though hee bas remained a Repubican throiigbolt, bie is

dismissed by a Republican President in order that his

lucrative place may be givon ta a man whose chief dlaim

to tho position is that, though lie knows notbing of the

duties bie is to discbarge, bie bas been, as the* Trib une

Rays, Ilan active worker in bobaîf of his party for thirty

years." The incident shows in a striking inanner the

beauties of the spoils system in politics. It also brings

President Harrison's action into unpleasing contrast, not

only witb bis professions, but witb the record of bis lire-

decessor in office. t is noteworthy that President Cleve-

land seerus to be steadily rising in public estimation since

bis dignified rtiremont. Tfho merits of lus administration

are coming to be btter appreciated than before hoe vacated

the White Robuge. Sbould Presidont Hlarrison prove, as

there seenis reason to fear, not strong enougb te resist tbe

action of "lthe miachiine," it would be pretty safe to pre-

dict, Mr. Cleveland's return to the chieftainship four years

hence on the crest of a great wave of mnugwump reaction.

B OULANGER'S symbatbizers are growing in num-

bers," says a recent press despatch. The statements

of American correspondents in regard to Ruropean polities

have usually te be taken with large grains of allowance, but

the abovo corresponds so well witb tbe sbrowdost f orecasts,

based upon the course wbicb tbe French Government and

Senate are taking, tbat it but sligbtly taxes our credulity.

If the authorities lad been studiously ainîing to give the

demagogue a cry and tbe people a ground for suspicion

and sympathy, they could hardly bave taken a course

botter adapted to produco those results. Their refusai ta

bring tbe accused beforo a judicial court, and their dter-

mtination instead to bale bim before an extraordinary

tribunal crcated for the occasion froni the meînbersbîp of

tbeir own body, could net fail to excite popular distrust.

Wben it is now stated tbat a sub-committeo bas beer

appointed to examine more tban ton thousand documents,

including 3,000 neivapaper articles, it becomes protty clear

to tbe simplest intelligence tbat no direct, unequivecal

evidence of treasonable designs is to be fortbcemnfg. A

verdict resting on no more solid basis than tht3 incoherent

residua collected by passing such a ifliss of material

tbrough tbe fine interstices of a Senatorial sieve, will be

more likely to arouse public indignation tban te carry

conviction. Thero are, we suppose, fow disinterested or.

lookers wbo believe Boulanger to be anytbirig better tban

a self-seeking agitator and political charlatan, but it i

quite ainong tbe possibilities that those wbo .iust now 1bol

the ilestinies of the Frenchli Ropublic in tbeir bands ma)

give hiîn a chance to become a Dictator or the author C

a coMp-détat.

TFIE contest between the Jute-Bagging Cotubiilation il

the Unitod States andthe So:thern Cotton farmer

cotnination bas, according to tbe Boston Gommierca

Bulletin, as its initial step, already cornered tbe supplyo

jute-butte. As the price, 12 cents a pouiid, demanded las

year by the combination, led to tbe extensive use of sui

stitutes, the price is to be reduced to 10 cents this seasor

In answer to statements nmade by those interested, tbe

tbere is ne combination and no corner in jute-bagging, th

Bulletin savs: IlNevertheless, the active parties in quei

tien have succeeded in shutting seine milîs and coming te

an understanding withî others, and as far as the consumer

is conceî'ned it is a niatter cf little moment whether the

elevation cf prices and the restriction cf the supply of

bagging is efliècted hy an organized combination or merely

by a general understanding between certain large miilîs

whose individual agreements with other roilîs are ini

harmony with a singleo hue of policy, rosîlting in a band-

somne profit in individual cases. The former plan cf cam-

paîgn was adopted last year, the looser but ocually offective

mietbod is arranged for the comning soason." The Southern

papers are advising their readers te give earlv ordors fer

some of the varions substitutes, thus encouraging their

manufacturers, and te refrain altogether from the use cf

jute-bagging, At a convention cf the Farmner's Alliance

cf Georgia, which is said te have 80,000 nuombers, thoïe

presenit pledged theimuslves Iîy an almost tinanimous, voe

te use cotton bagging itibtead cf.jute as a covering for their

products. The great struggle wîll ho watchied with interest

as a kind of trial eontest between combination and cciin-

p etîtion.___________

RENAN'S HlSTUIIY (F0Y sAE

M RENAN contiumes his work f destructioni and con-
.struction in the pleasantjaunty, flippant manner with

wbicbholiebas mnade us familiar. Ho is, cf curse, an

inveterate and incorrigible naturalist. Anytlîing which

savoura of the supernatural must ho explained away.

There can ho no revelatiomi, becauso thoro is really notbing

te reveal. 0f course wo hear cf Dieît, but that is a more

figure cf speech,.standing alinost for anything. If wo will

accept these negations as cur starting point, and allcw M.

Renan te exorcise bis charming fancy in reconstructing

the bistory, we shaîl accolnpany himi on lis way with a

certain ainount cf pleasuro and enjoynuont.

But we are afraid that these cencessions aie forbildeîî,
net merely by religion, but by science. M. Renan

imagines bis theories to ho rligious; thîey are merely senti-

mental. Ho speaks in grand words cf the ideal. Again

it s a more sentiment. Ho is resolved te ho scientifie
but ho la simply arbitrary, bis science consisting in follow-

îng "tthe devices and desires " cf bis ewn beart. We

cannot say that his bock is of ne value. 1.t really is of

seinue value as showir.g to what straits unhelief is reduced,

aIse as preving that the most sceptical mind is unable te

resist the testimeny cf history altogethor. Mloreover it

gives us mnany graphic picturos of incidents in 1-ebrew
history.

Tbis second volumue (the second of three wlîicb are te

make up the wbolo work), M. Renan says, contains wbat

ho regards as the meet important part cf the history of

J udaieni. t extends from the reign cf David te the

destruction cf the kingdom cf Israel by the taking cf

Samaria. Within this poricd, accerding te our author,
IlJahvé, the national god of lsrael, undergoos a complote
transformation. Frein a gcd, local and prcvincial, ho
becomes by a kind cf return te the ancient patriarchal

elohiani, the universal Qed, who bas miade beaven and
3 earth. Ho becomes, abovo sîl, a righteous god, that which

1 the national gods, naturally fulil of partiality for their

a adberents (clientèle), nover are. The entry of mnorality
into religion is accomplished. Amos, Hosea, Micah,
lsaiab, at the date at wbich the vclume closes, bave pro-

clainmod it in passages, the beauty of wbich bas nover licen
F surpassed.'"
f T[ho simple answer te ail this rhcdcîuuontade is very

4 simple. t is pure nonsense. t assumes that thero is
not and cannot ho any revelation cf a supernatural char-
acter mnade to man, and thon proceeds te oxplain the

progres c f revelation on naturalistic principles. If it is

,r said that Christian readers cf th() Old Testamient start

ýj freinthje epposite assumption, namely, that Ged exists
and bas revealed Himseîf, the answor is simple. In the
irst placa, religion dees pestulate the existence of a per-

sonal Ged, wbo can be knewn and worshipped. The

assumptien cf atheisni or patitheismi or agnosticisnu car

)e certainly not ho allowed to settle this question. Whicl
.ypresuppositien is thme truer or the More reasenable inust

depend net nerely upen abstract or a Intrn reasening,
but equally upon critical exanlînatien cf that history whicl

ne weelieve te ho supernatural, and cf its culminatino

iSPoint i11 the Now Testanuent, and more especially in tht

Id resurroctioni of Jesus Christ, ibis is a îîuost importani

ty caution, since4unwary readers may fiuîd that tboy ar(

of unable te escape f rom the tyranny cf M. Renan because the3
bave unwittiîîgly conceded bis fundamontal principles
Througbout bis wbole writings there is a porpotua

assumption that the Christian view cf the Bible story i

n net te ho entertained as a coiiceivtible alternative, so tha

rs there is rit weigbing of the respective îîerits cf the variou

he themes. A gcod example cf the semewhat flippant man

W ner in i#hich the develepment of divine revelation is troate,
on naturalistic principles will ho found in bis remarks c

cf the relation cf King David te the Ilprogress of Jahvéisni,

tt in chapter V.

ib- On this point very uîîuch mighit ho said, far more tha

)n aisbore possible. [t doos net by any moans follow thme
because prcgress iin the knowlodge of God was vory gradua

lat therefore thue whole cf that 1 rgress is te ho ascribedt

pHi5 iiùcl,, u (1 d'srael. Par Ernest R~enan. Tomne I euxièn
es- Paris; Coinianu Lèvy, 1889.

the muere efforts of the human mird. If, stands to treaseul
tbat God should educate mankind as wise parents educate

their childuen, giving them iii their infancy such lessons

as they are capable of receiving, andi suIilring ligbt to

break in upon thei, nmore aînd more, by slow degrees, as

tbey can use it anîd walk in it. We iinaintain tbat, sucli a

tbeory of the progressive knowledgeý of God, obtaitned hy

the hIsralites, is far mîore ratioiial thauî that whiclî

ascribes it entirely to the peculiar action of the Sheiîitic

mind. It is strange, indced, if the wbole religions lîistory

of Israel is to be explained on naturalistic principles, that

the development of this people should have been so dif-

feront froni tbat of al ethers. The God of [srael progres-

sively revealed in the Law and the Prophets, and mnade

known in a suprenue nanner by Jesus Christ, is the

G-od of mankind ; and no one0 now could think of any

other. Row is'tbis? On the Cbristian theory àL is plain

enough. Will any other account for it i

Wo have deait thus fully with the fundameutal question

between M. Renan and the Christian believer, because if, is

only thus that we can put ourselves iin a right position for

the study of bis book. Some parts of it arc very provoking;

but we are not insensible to many of uts nerits, iLs cliariii-

ing style, and the vivid and picturesque ujainer in wbich

tbe events of history are placed before the mimd. Occa-

sionally we are inîpressed with even higher qualitios, a kind

of human sympathy and insight, by means of wbicb ho

lîelps us to a knowledge of men and their motives, for

whicb we somotimes f cel grateful. Thus a groat deal of

the history of the reign of David is told with considerable

point and force, and with charining lucidity and graceful-

ness, altbougb every now and tben the irrepressible levity

of the Firench litteraieur breaks out and annoys. For

those wbo caro to ho amnused by sacred iterature, there

will ho no Iack of entertainment in these pages. To M.

R-enan, of course, it is a mere coincidence that the narne

of Soloînon should sîgnify the Peaceful, and that poace

should have been the cbaracteristic of bis reign ; but

science does not deal in accidents. In spite of occasional

freakislîness, thore is a great deal that is very interesting1-
in the autlîor's elaborate treatment of the reign of Solomon.

We select some specimeins :"I Solonion does not count

ini the bistory of theology and of the religious sentiment in

Israel, and yet ho marks a decisive muoment in religieus

history ; ho gave a bouse te Jahvé. Like bis father,

Solomon belli Jahvé for the tutelar deity of Israel ; ho

bonoured Him in aIl the consecrated localities, made oflor-

ings on the higb places, and burnt incense there. The

moBt famous of the high places at that period was that of

Gibeon. Solomon often frequented this place, and made

superb sacrifices there. t is tbere that the legend places

tbe dream in wbich Jahvé promised to give himi wisdoii."

ilere, as usual, M. Renan assumes tbe bistorical character

of the narrative as long as it suits bis purpose, and in the

saine arbitrary manner introduces the legendary explana-

tien. The description of tho building of the temple bas

tho sanie mingling of the true and tbe fictitious. 1ILere is

net a bad historical parablo : IlApart froni exIternal

powvr, the reign of Rehoboam did net difler so inuch as

migbt be supposed from the reign of Solomon. t was

Louis XV. after Louis XIV. The propbetic mnovement

seenis to bave been entirely null. The kind of mental
.enlargemont, not without something of moral relaxation,

wbicb characterised tbe last years of the reign cf Solouion,

continued under 1R.eboboain. Rieligious eclecticisni covered
.tho, country witli higb places, witb sacred groves," and 8o

forth.
The following is aunusing "Abab,s ui uucb caluuîl

.niated by the Jabévist bistorians (a bold statement 1 VbaL

Lautbority lias the author for it?) was, in short, a reiark-

able sovereign, brave, intelligent, nioderate, devoted te the

'ideas of civilizatien. lie e<iuallod Solomion iii openneus cf

4 mind arnd 1wigdom.' Ie surpassed bim in uiilitary valeur
-and in the justice cf bis general views. 1le built sev ora]
11cities, ,loveloped Samnaria, embellishod the palace wlîichi

3bad bîcon comînonced hy bis fathier, and constructel tiv

t residence called Bel/e htas-seî&, 'tbe ivory bouse.' J ezreel,

1 tbanks to hii, roceived grent expansion, and becamne like

.' the second capital cf lsrael. Under bis reign, poetry soeeîs

te bave shone forth." AIl tbis is a very protty mingling
ulof histery and ronmance, [t remindg us of the rehabiitation

c f Henry VIII1. anîd otber potentates, anîd cf the toast pro-

Ilposeul by the old gentleman who luad suffered inuch freon
1b tbe aîneoyances cf littie children: " lere's te the niucli

>,calumniated îuemory cf King Herod the Get1
h lThe prophetui cf the ninth century [B.C.lj, 'says M.

c enan ispite Of dark passions, and what we should
e caîl grave theolegical mistakes, certainly desarveto occupy
Lt a place cf tbe first rank in the histery cf huituan progremi."

.e It would ho a deeply intereisting event if M. Renian should

'y ever return to the faitb cf bis childhood, and should re-
S.write these charming bocks. How mucli ho mîight beave

ds untouched. low much purer a light ho might cast upon

the story which ho tolls. Il A peculiar feature in thie
't histcry cf the Hebrew people," ho says, "lis the fact that,

'18 in thoir case, the roligieus crises correspon'led with the

n-crises of natienality." ibis is true and important. low
àd could it be etherwiso with the people of God?
)n

A utEl'ew Coues by way of ('Qermnany that a novel use

n of electricity bau been made in India for the prevention cf

t, the intrusion cf snakes into dwellings. Before aIl the

al, doors and around the bouse two wires are laid, corinected

to witb an induction apparatus. Should a snake attempt te

ne. crawl ovor the wires, ho roceivos a sluock of eloctricity whicli
eithor kilîs or frightens bim into a lîasty rotreat.
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