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AT HER BEST.

"SHE's at her best ta night " they say,
Watching the boards whereon skie stops,
Lightly and gay ;-she, waxing sad,
A shadow in bier eyes, forgets
'Tis but a play.

Tlw piece rutne so

lier child is claimed by deatb, stern foe,
And when she secs bim Iying there,
She gives a cry of keen despair,
They looking an, in thoîr deligbt
Exciaint IlHow well she acta to.night.-

They do not know hier child is lying ill.
Alone, waiting for ber ta coine ;
Tbey cannot guess what panas bier poar heart fi1:
-NoYx it is over, and shc hurries home,.
Home-calI it homieî A garret bare.
Yes, it is home-ber child is thero.

She holds swcct bouquets in lier anm,
lier triunipbs, valued for his sake,
"My child " she cries in vague alanm
"I have rcturned-loak up!1 awake î"

No movoinent, flanc. Alih vain she cries
And tries ta ope hie lifelesa eycs.

The sweet bright flowcrs around thern lic
A contrast ta sucb inisory,
Shown by the rising nîoan's fair light.
Ah! yee-"l She did lier best to-niiglit." FEItitns.

AN AFRICAN MIONT BLANC.

IT WA5 reserved, for Mr. 1-1. Hl. Jobnstan, F. R. G. S., ta penetrate the
mystenies of the " Monarcb of African Mountains." The first glirupse of
Klilima-Njaro was obtaincd long before the party reacbed its base. And
here it may ho proper ta oxplain that this nain(, is given ta the wliole
mountain-mass, whicli consista of twa buge peaka and a niuinher af smaller
ones, just bolow the third parallel sauth cf the eoquatar. 'l'lie hi ghcst af
the peaka is callod Kibô, je eigbtoen tbausand eigbit liundred and eigbfty
feet ahove the level of the eea, and je always covcred with snaw an the top,
and occasionally down to the altitude of fourtecn tbotisand feet. This is,
so far as is at present known, tho bighest mauntain in Africa. The twin-
peak, Kimawenzi, je sixteen tbousand two hundrod and fifty feet higli,
and althougb above the snaw-line, is nat continuously snow-clad. The
whole mass is of volcanic origin, and the two peaks are the cratersl of
extinct volcanocs. Approacbed front the sautb-east, the inounitain lias
the appearance of lonely isolation, and presents a truly remnarkable spectacle,
with iLs peaka towering ta the clouds and its glittcring snow-caps. [t wvas
not until the thirteenth day after lcaving Mombasa tbat the party entered
the etate of Mosi, ruied aven by the chiof Mandara. This littlc kingdomn
je of about the saine area as London, and is an the lower siope of the
mountain, between three and four tbousand feet above the sea. Splcndid
views are obtained fron iL aver the plains below, and its condition is any.
thing but one of savagery. The agriculture is of a higli order, and the
people, althougb noarly naked, are bath intelligent and industniaus.
Finding that the fouds between the Mosi people and the other mauntain
tnibes were a bar ta bis pragress through Mandara's country, Mr. Johnston
witbdrew, and negotiated treaties of poace and commerce witb ane of the
rival patentates wbaee territory extended neaner the suznnit. Before doing
this, bowever, ho bad ta retire ta a place called Tavoita, througb wbicb hie
had paseed an bis way ta Mandara'e. Of this place lie says: "lFroni the
day of my tiret arrivaI up ta the time of my final departure, it soemed ta
me one of the lovelieet spots on the eartb's surface." Taveita is a sort of
trade centre of the district, and is ruled over by a sonate of notables, called
the IlWazéé," or eiders, who preserve law and arder, and arbitraLe in dis-
putes between the resident natives and the nomadic traders. Its population
is about six Lbousand. Fnom Taveita, Mr. Jobnston negatiated with the
chief of Mananù, a State rathen larger than Middlesex, an tbe south-eastern
flank of the mounitain. After many proliminaries and much changzing of
presents, ho was at length admitted into thie kingdom, and had poeitively
to, crawl into iL through the defensive etockades which iL secne the cue-
tom in thie country for the separato peoples ta erect around their domaine.
Between the kingdom of Maranû and the summit of Kibô there lay no
opposing tribe, so that, having obtained guides, Mn. Jobuston was, after a
little delay, enabled ta continue hie jaurney ta the enow. The route croseed
a fine river, and lay at firet thraugh a emuling and fertile country, with
signe of cultivation and flounisbing banana-groves up to an altitude of five

thousand five hundred foot. Shartly after that cultivation ceased, and a
healthy district was reached, with grassy knalls and numenous smaîl
streame of runnîng watcr. The ascent was very gradual, and the firat
night was spont in camp at six tbausand five hundrod feet. Leaviing this,
a dense forest was reacbcd at seven tbousand foot; thon a district of
uplands thickly covered with mass and fernas, studded with short gnarled
trocs, and teaming with begonias and sîvoet-scentcd flawering sbrubs, but
witb few signa of animal life. At nine thausand foot, the rogion was clear
of forest, and merely covered with grass; but higher up, the woodland
began again, and water became vory abundant. The third camp was
formed at ton tbousand foot, and bore the party encauntcrcd a terrifie thuil-
dcnstormn and rainfall. It was succooded by at fain and sererne nîanning,
leaving the two snow peaks in fulîl view againet a cloudîces blue sky. At
this point Mr. Johnston rosidcd nearly a montb, actively prosecuting bis
callecting and observing, and proparing for the final ascent. 'lhen, an10
day, witb three followers anly, hoe started for groat Kibîo. For eanio two
thousand foot biglien, vegetation is abundant; and even at twelve thousand
six bundred foot the party struck a protty little streani, an the banke af
whicb werc patches of lovel greensward and abundance of gay flawers,
wliile the spoar of buffalos was alsa observed. Becs and wasps wone stilI
ta ho seen at this high altitude, and bright little sunhirds darting about.
But beyond thirteen tbousand feet vegetatian was seen anly in dwarfed
patches, and the gnound bocame covered withi bouldens, lying in confused
niasses, with accasional huge elaba of rock, singularly marked liko Lartaise-
shelîs. At thirteen thousand six hnndred feet the last rosident bird waa
noticed-a specios of stanecbiat-altblougrh high-soaring kiLos and great-
billed rayons were seen even bigber up. At founteon thousand ane hundned
and sevonteen foot, the Zanlzibari followers wcre thoroughly dane up, and
began ta show unmistakable signs of fear of the Ilbogey " of the inountain,
s0 they were loft ta propane a sleeping-place for the nigbt, while Mn. John-
stan continued the ascent alono. At fifteon tbausand anc hundned and
flfty foot hie reached the central cannecting nidgo of K iliiia-Njaro, and
cauld sec parts of bath aides. The IlMonarch " bowcvon, was veiled in
clouds. Il At lengtb," hoe says, Il after a raLlier steepor ascent than usual
up the naw emoothen and sharper ridgc, 1 suddcnly encountered snaw Iying
at miy vcry foot, and ncarly plunged headlong into a great rift filled with
snow, that bore seemcd ta cuL across the ridge and interrupt it. Tkm dense
înist cleared a littie in a partial tanner, and 1 thon saw ta my left the
black rock eloping gently ta an awful guif of snaw, sa vast and deep that iLs
limita were concealcd by fag. Above me a lino of snaw wasjuBtdicenniblo,
and altogethen the prospect was sucb a gloomy one, witb ite all-surround-
ing curtain of sombre cloud, and iLs uninbabited wastos of snow and rock,
that my beant eank within nie at my lonelinose.. . . Turning mamnemt-
anily narthwards, I roundod the rift of snow, and once more dragged mysoîf
naw breathîcess and panting, and with aclîing limbs, along the slippory ridge
af baro rock, whicb went ovormounting uî)wands. . . . Tbe feeling that
avercame me whoen 1 sat and gasped for breatb on the wot and alippery
rocks at thie great heigbt was anc of averwbelîning isolation. 1 foît as if
I should nover more regain the force ta niave, and muet romain and die
amid thie hionrid solitude of stance and snow. Thon 1 taok sanie brandy-
and-water frotn iny flask, and a littIe courage came back ta me. I was
iniserably cold, the driving mieL having wetted me to the skin. Yet the
tomporature recorded bore was above the fneezing-point, being 35 degnees
Fahr. . . . The mercury rose ta 183.8. This observation, wben
properly computed, and witb the correction added for the temporature of
the intermediate air, gives et heiglit of sixteen thousand tbnee liundred and
fifteen foot at the higbest point 1 attained on Kilima-Njaro.> Wben ho
retunned te the camping-place, Mn. Johnston found that hie thnee followers
had desertod bum, being tharougbly tennifled, and certain that the white
man bad periehed on the lonely beigbts.-Chambers'8 Journal.

LORD BROUGHAM, in cbanacterizing the onatorical genius of Orattan,
eays that Il Dante himeîf nover conjuncd up a stniking, a pathetie, and an
apprapniate image in fewer wonds than Mn. Grattan emplayed ta descnibe
hie relation towards Irish independence, whcen, alluding ta iLs rise in 1782
and iLs fali twenty years laten hoe aaid : 1 sat by iLs cradle-I followed
iLs hoarse.'"

WaEN Dante wae at the court of Sig.della Scala, thon Soveroign of
Verona, that prince said La bit anc day: 1 wonden, Signer Dante, that
a tan se learned as you ebould be hated by ail my court, and that this fool
(pointing ta hie buffoon who staod by him) shauld ho s0 beloved." Highly
piqued at this camparison, Dante replied: IlYour Excellency would won-
der less if you coneider that wo like those beet wbo moat resemble aur-
selves."


