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Was then put, and carried by nineteen votes against two
(Justice Hawkins and justice Stephen diss.). The questionOf the Propriety Of laying down a rule as to the practice ofallowing prisoners to address the jury before the summing
Up Of the judge, when their counsel have addressed thejury, Was then consjdered, and after sorne discussion xvasndjOurned for further consideration.

r.JUSTiCE WILLIAMs afterward sent the following letterto the 7Tî»zes.*

noSIï,-There seems to be a considerable, though, perhaps,ft an1 Unnfatural misapprehension as to the nature and effectof the recent resolution adopted upon the above subject at a
Mfeeting of the judges.

SO far as 1 arn aware, this resolution is not, nor is it con-sidlered to be, binding upon any non-assenting person. It
does flot profess to be the enactment of a rule of practice,t'or a 'decision' upon any point .of practice or procedure,
Mfuch le-ss upon any question of substantive law~. It isflOthing more than a private and purely informai expression
?desa Opno Acied from a certain number of the circuit-goingJUdes s t wliat the practice had theretofore been accord-l11g to their experience. it was not even a declaration of
OPinio" by the judicial body as such, as 1 shall show in a
rmoment,1wsammeoftebnhath iebu1
Was flot as ammbrofte ec at the timn, rmwhtcu e, bu haen

rclection I neyer received any notice of any one's
tent- 0~ toPropose such a resolution, nor have I ever to

thi5s da received any notice of such a resolution having been
ad0ted, and I was in entire ignorance of its existence until

thc fact came to light in the course of the recent discussion
tat followed the O'Donnell trial. In the meantime, the

theti0 ha several times arisen before mysef; and under
paIPression that I was acting according to the acceptedPtCk aIs it had been laid down by Lord Chief justiceCokUrn, 1 allowed the prisoner, by the mouth of hisclsel, tO state his version of the facts to the jury withoutProf* And, in addition to this, I neyer refused liberty to aPrisoler to make a further statement himself if lie desired it.


