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Ontario Drainage Commission.

The Ontario Legislature, at its last ses-
sion, appointed a Drainage Commission,
composed of :

J. B. Rankin, barrister, Chatham,
chairman ; B. M. Britton, draingge referee,
Kingston ; W. D. Balfour, M, P. ae
Ambherstburg ; W. M, McGeorge, P. .. 8.,
Chatham ; Robert Lamarsh, ex-reeve,
Mersea, Leamington; Archibald Mec.
Intyre, ex-reeve Brooke, Sarnia,

All of the commission are men who
have had experience in drainage matters,
and were selected on account of their
special fitness for discharging, in an effi-
cient manner, the duties of Drainage Com-
missioners. The commission is to en-
quire into the working of Drainage Laws,
with a view of pointing out defects and
suggesting such amendments and im-
provements as they may consider neces-
sary.

The commission has power to sum-
mon witnesses and require them to give
evidence on oath, orally or in writing, as
to their knowledge of the workings of the
Drainage Laws. At the conclusion of
their inquiry they will make a full report
to the Lieutenant Governor in reference to
said laws, and the evidence taken con-
cerning the same meetings of the commis-
sioners have been already held at Chat-
ham, Windsor, Wallaceburg and Ridge-
town. The witness examined have been
principally officers of municipalities, whose
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opinions are the best that can be obtained
as to the practical working of the laws in
question.

Mr. E. J. Scully, of Windsor, occupies

the position of Honorable Secretary to the
Commission,

Auditors Duties.

The Municipal Act, Sec. 263, defines the duties
of Auditors as follows :—“The Auditors shall ex-
amine and report upon all accounts affecting the
Corporation or relating to any matter under its
control or within its jurisdiction for the year end-
ing 31st December preceding their appointment.
The time required to make an audit depends on
the size, population and business of the munici-
pality and the way the Treasurer’s books are kept.
Auditors should be furnished with all the details of
the transactions of {he Corporation ; these should
be found in the minutes of the proceedings of the
council and papers filed during the year,

The vouchers should all be carefully examined
and compared with the entries in the Treasurer’s
books. The essentials of a voucker are :

1. That it should give information as to whom
and the purpose for which it was issued,

2. That it shonld be signed by some one duly
authorized by the council, except in the case of
special payments which are provided for by a by-
law or statute. Auditors should in every case he
satisfied that the council had authority to issue the
order paid by the Treasurer, and where no statu-
tory or other proper authority can be found to
make a special report to the council as a payment
made contrary to law. Where the Auditors are
competent accountants suggestions as to desirable
changes in Treasurer’s method of book-keeping
should be included in report to the council,

Particular attention should be paid to the en-
tries in journal and ledger. Entries in the journal
should explain themselves, and the different
amounts in ledger should show the exact standing

of the municipality as to assets and liabilities at
end of year. Where the Auditors are not satisfied
in every particular as to correctness of their report
they should refer doubtful points to an expert, and
every intelligent member of a municipal council
should encourage Auditors to make a thorough
audit.  Often the salary of the auditor is not suffi-
cient to pay him for one half the time occupied,
but this should not have any influence as the Dec-
laration required to be made by all Auditors before
commencing their duties reads ““that I will faith-
fully perform the duties of such (_)l_i‘ice"accordmg to
the best of my judgment and ability.
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Crown Attorney Raymond, of county
of Welland, died recently aged 81 years.
He had held the position for about 30

years,
*
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Printers themselves are always generously
inclined and have no one but themselves
to blame if they tender for or take work at
too low rates.
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JAS. A, BELL, C.E,
Mem. Can, Soc. C. E.

Special attention given to the construc:
tion of waterworks, sewers and bridges.
Plans, specifications and estimates furnish-
ed, and constructions superintended.
Correspondence solicited.

Office—Court House, St. Thomas.

Paris Waterworks International Cantilever
‘

Tilbur 8 Bridge

Milmny (4] Aylmcr&Valcrwurks

St, Thomas Sewage St Thomas *
System

BRIDGE BUILDING !

The attention of Kn
combined wood and iron
structure is it possible for any water to ge

necessary,
been given.

dridge, so constructed as to allow t,

ineers, Contractors, and all Municipal men is called to the merits of the Baer Patent Combination Bridge.
Lum to be thoroughly protected from the weather, and at no b
et into the joints or timber, thus weventing decay and possessing ull the l‘lllnllf,ieﬂ of neatness, durability,

strength, ete., possessed by iron Bridges, and is much cheaper in construction,

Over 50 of these Bridges have been built throughout Ontario during the past three years, and in every case the greatest satinfaction has
References will he cheerfully given,

Estimates and all other particulars furnished on application to

County Rights For Sale.

B. BAKR &

These Bridges can be built in spans

This is o
place throughout the

rom 30 to 200 feet and over, if

>
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Municipal Debentures Wanted

[ am desirous of purchasing any and all Debentures of lowns, Villages.

issued (no matter for what purpose)

tures for sale,

"-"‘-"!-"-"I-"-l'\-"«'l-‘!u't.".oluu.,-|.n..--.n. Ny,

, and will pay the very highest prices for them.
kindly bear this in mind and write me, sending particulars

[ have money to loan on first

Townships and Counties, as they are
MUNICIPAL OFFICERS will

and copy of By-laws, &c., at any time they are issuing deben.-
mortgage at very lowest rates of interest.

"N’lu“u".l'h"n'la"-“'iu"l“n".!‘I."-l'u"u’l.".l’h"ol'

GEO. A. STIMSON,

9 Toronto Street, Toronto.




