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able contribut*ion te .3 a tesiig 0eatmn f Ar voicl atuçly,,x-

tondiag the. ieputation. of it author for curin reaerh, acurate 6sçoW-

ohip and judivioua critismf nd provig tJII4 maitril and enorgmp

for such piirsiits arc not altugether wantinig to us, far~ a we ma.y bc remoyed,

froi the ob.jeot4 hisle of vhose woTD. nd partially fJaced inspcriptions

we atjýempt to p8ontrate th ncnig.

Jt is poe.ibe thààt ni.ny of our read(oe, inn nv bc fully aiv~e to th~e knd

o teotbelonging to the. 4"4d of anci.31t insrptions, or t the natre

Wemy theiefore be excàd fo offring a fow words en thesp sujat.

cmiton theuwato th.it ofii~ th oeceer d nçatn

Iit&emtu tll:ifoa our mi"and culiv4 e our tast, wlQm remiig

wok ft ipa the grpandeur as weII im r.eiemet of their idu and

-ver patcua f wlio#e history, as kuown from, thqir i>wn records, opgaoes

,ou atetinan s res ourexieniê of humai airacter.as wel as in-

,teregtiflg aur feigWe are evef culrins to leap what we can of the

condition, opinions and enatom of saMage aisand i tis connecioni look

with itresi a pcmens of *Ii.ir rude arts whieli Ma f in~ our wjy

Bow much more thoni must inscribed mo31nita gvi9g paTticlhS of former

'OCpnsof a country who wee emnng in ar in a .a nd in cltivation,

4esewe ivstigation as heii'g bikely to ilitutrate nione tbhings w bave çMad

,of, or te afford some fres insight into the. condition nd haits of a & n

nation. Wliiâs examiing such objecta we havye a oscou j>s f the repUty

of the ords G4î0 lon istant peiod wMhi< etiurwiae we o >uld saanly gt-

tLui,. Wê.cn neverfo1get thi. feeling with whici 'w. ourselves surveyed theo

unreso to a liee on anx antique tile4tkn fom a Ronin SepulaIue, wich

must have been accidently ruade befoe the til was burned an which seamed

te briing lip before us the life of a remote age ; and if such a trifleasiii can

~produce sucli an effect, how much more interesting and suggestive would b.

the diqent-omibd expressionsq of the. religions and domestie sentiments and the.

!businiess, transactions of long doparted gancrations. It la truly wonderful ta

observ in how maniy ways kpcowlodge of the pas obtaind frpiuothier ,pe.

ii cnrmed, cleared and reaize to Ou oitçnceptions, aîid how iwiy partieu.

lars whieh ceuld riot hasep becrn otherwisO oitained are brought ta ou~r know-

ledge by ilie intelligent study of ancient inscriptions. It needs indeed te lbe an~

itliet iatudy, foi' w.tr. &il renin isriptionsperfect in their conition,

wh& dificlti have to ble oveotà in coretly expanding the otacin

ýs aibundantly ftnmd iin t1*i; what hi<owlège Of ament »amsofol

et R o liters, and archaie or provincialtiemnai of wù*; of t'ho

flAmls~ Of 4'ho numeritUTG paga élities, ef pulaces ûnd trbs of officiai t#ite

Miia n ivil; nd above ail of the contents of cyther knolflinsrpin

in 'Wbich EnItig ktnilar uay ofte31 le faeud, is req*ked to gifr evwun à

cbnim Of sueme, and with &Il this *hat cutiâtd emeqnin poe'r3~, wt

patient tlioitgit, ivhat quickness in ecix' naois i their exorcise in'

nut inquiri-! But in ass'uxing the. completaee of the. monuments, wo

have set aside li very Many instances muai, the largoes portion of thie actual


