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DOMINION FIRE CHIEFS' CONVENTION

Clilefs Should b. Familier wlth Building Constructon-
Dangersq frein Fines la the. Hous.

(Staff Correspundene,)

Calgary, August 23rd, 1919.

T HE eleventh annuai convention of the. Dominion Associa-
tion of Fine Chiefs, held in Calgary, Auguat 19th ta

22nd, was a marked success. A truc. western welcome was
accorded the. vlsitlngz chiefs who gathered from ail parts of
Canada. Chiof Smart of Calgary, better known as Cappy
Smart, was an excellent host and addresses of welcome ver.
given by Mayor Marshall, Manager Richardson of the. Ex-
hibiltion Association, and Wm. Toole, president of the. Calgary
Board of Trade, lu the opening address, Chief Pritchard,
tihe president o 'f ths, association, tram Chatham, sald that
they w~ere glad t. have the. opportuusity of holding the con-
vention this year ln the. voit, and that the. papers they had
beoon tiiem assured a uiost instructive and educational pro-
grain. The. prospect, ini bis opinion, asfor the. bout con-
vention of the. association that hmd yet lieesi hld.

Letters were rend froni F. G. Burley, deputy fire cons-
unssioner, the. preqldent of the litenational Flrenien's As-
soclation, and others, wlblug the. convention every success
and regrettirsg their lnabillty ta attend. A very interosting
papor was read by the secretary, preparod by Mrs. Pritchard,
on "Pire Prevention fromi the. Staudpolnt of the. House-wife,"
In this the various causes of ire in the. home ver. thorough-
ly gono into and the. preventions and precautions necessarY
in houses. The reading of this paper wai adopted, aud the.
thanki of the. sssemibly ptissed ta Mns. Pritchard, A dis-
cussion on~ the fiaper followed, and, after iiaving the roll of
delegates called, the meeting~ adjourned until the iatternoon.

At the. atternoon session the. topio set for discussion vas
ef "Fire Preveistion Organisation and the. Power of Sug-
gestion," by A. C. Cameron, chifote . ire 4epartinent,
Osbawa, Ont. Ris address vas given ln ul linl thoe
columuns lait weok.

At thse morunng sesýsion on Wednesday, mnucii time wa55
taeii up wlth a discussion on the paper prepared by Guiet
Heay, of Denver, Colorado, on "Building Construction, and
Ho.w It Applies To thse Work of the. Chiefs aud Fire De4
Patment.' Comment on this vas varylug, and, iu soine
cases, adverse, It vas polntod out that every busilder lias
hie owu ides of construction, aud follo'ws, it out, sud that,
therefore, a suponficil kuovledgeo0f construction vas ilot of
much vyalue- In ,Ipfenar i+ wu riImati thut hnililiniy con-

two houri. This mo*k bas been worked out in umnE
fires with succeis, and has been endorsed by chiefs of r
large brigades. In the. aft.rnoon practicl experimen
amoke aud gai were successfully undertaken with the. n

At the. Friday uiorning session thie main topie of
cussion wss the by-lsws governing building in cities
towns, and how they apply to lire departuients. It
claimed that whilst by-laws of great assistance ta lire ç
and their departments are passed, they are often allowi
slip int6 abeyance; are sinonded so as ta b. of no use,
even in swxie cases rsid altogether. It was the ge
opinion of the meeting, after the. matter had been t

over at somne length, that the Dominion or provincial go,
menti should pais some legislation, preventing the an
ment or annulment of by-laws in this respect which
have passed upon.

Nurneroui techuical sub$ecta were discussed, ani
delegates all wern of the opinion that inuch bondit iad
drlved fron the meetings.
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