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This is rendered the miore Iikely becaiuse the catarrh is very apt
Lu escape recognition in its earlier stages.

Certainlv the statisties griven by M\. Langenhlagren uipon this
point are iu accordarice w'itmy own observations. He states
that aithougli a distinct neurotie eleiet existed in ail but eleven
out of bis five hutnclred and sixty caises, in only ciglit cases 'wa
there truc neura-sthenia p)lior to onset of the intestiwd-i trouble.1-le adds his opinion that while neuraisthenia. cannot bc regarded
as a cause, in the grea nijoritv of the cases miembranous coliris
occurs in persons wiffh a (Cnervous anci arthritic predisposi-
ti on. "

Further, it is nioticeable that the nervouis syniptomns seern to
fol1owv rather than prececle exacerlitions of the disease, andi
sinilarly that as recovery takes place they seemn to, disappea-'r
because the bowel 'syniptonis iniprove, and flot vice \iersa. Aiso
in the slighiter cases clecicicri catarrha-,.l sigscneituaom
panied by any nervous manifestations.

The association in these cases of an exesive nount of in-
testinal mucus wîth gastrie hvpersecretion is mnteresting as suig
gesting the possibility of the nervous systcmi talcing a promin-
,cnt part in the causation of flic disease, but in the two cases
-where I have se.-n this condition NN.ell marked, the hypersecretion
vielded at once to " antiarthritic " treatmient and to cliet. In
noue of m-y cases have I fouanc it necessary to adopt treatiment
nîainilv directed to, the nervous systcii, as Nvould have been the
case were the condition a pure neurosis.

Aniother poseibi1ity as to the causation of this disease is that
mnicro-organisms play an important part in the intestinal irrita-
tion. The fact that the remiedies whichi are irnost effective for the
curec of this diseasc are intestinal antiseptics, in addition to being
antirheumiatic ones. is not out of harmnony -witli this theory, but
more worlc needs to be doue in this direction before this theory
eari he accepted or disproved.

Constipation is another etiological factor upon which stress
is somietimes laid, but here again, we have a symiptom and not

aca-use. A strong argument against constipation as a primie
factor is the frequence of this condition and the comparative in-
frequence of colon catarrh. We occasionally sec a littie mucus
coating scybalous nmasses in constipation, and the mucous is not
uuiprobably due to irritation of the colon by the retairied fecal
masses, but this cloes nlot seemi to formi the starting-point of
catarrh. Another point is that the dietetie treatment adapted
to the curing of ordinary constipation aggravates colon catarrhi
itii6 tends to increase the constipation.

Other etiological factors may be found in. exposure to cold
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