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TUHE SERUIM TREATMENT OF
DiPHTH-ERIA.- Belinl («ilfunici. mcd.
Wocfz. October 19 th, 1897) reports

upon the cases rccently treated in
ICoht's clinic in Strassburg. A vigor-
ous local treatmnent wa3 employed
prevîous to the introduction uJ the
serum treatment, but not since. Five
hundred and twventx'-nine cases of
diphitheria %vere treated in 1896, and
of these only 56, or io.6 per cent.,
died. There werc among themn 286
severe or moderately severe cases,
and the mortality among these wvas
i9.6 per cent. (i) 0f the 243 slight
cases none died. (2) 0f 98 severe or
moderately severe cases 6 died ;
3,000 units of Behring's serum were
generally injected in these cases. (3)
0f i0 severe septic cases 6 died, but
4 Of these werc morîbund on admis-
sion. (4.) In 181 cases the larynx
was involved, but ini 29 of these the
disease wvas relatively miid ; 42 rcov-
ered without thracheotorny, wvhcreas
132%~vere tracheotomnized. In 99 cases
tracheotomy had to be donc imme-
diately after admission. 0f those not
operated upon none died, and among
the trachcotomized 44, or 33 per cent.,
died. The results obtained after
tracheotomny showed a very consider-
able improvement upon past experi-
ence ; the greatest number of these
cases belonged to the severe or sever-
est form of diphthcria. Owving to over-
crowding broncho-pneurnonia claimed
some victims among the tracheoto-
mized. A distinct diminution in the
mortality %vas observed among chul-
dren admitted on the fourth and fifth
days of the discase and later. In two
fatal cases clotting wvas found in the
heart ; the author has observed four
such cases in ail since the introduc-
tion of the serum treatment, but
neyer before. The effeet of the serum
trcatment wvas undoubtcdly fa-vorab1e.
The beneficial action on the local
lesion was obvious. Jn diphtheritic
croup the signs of stenosis disap-
peared mnuch more rapidly than
formerly. The general condition of
the patient quickly improved, but the

good effect on the pulse and tempera-
ture wvas flot so obvious. The serutn
treatment only failed in cases of the
severest sepsis, but the author is cou-
vinced that even here recovery is flot
impossible if the treatment bc corn-
rûeiii,.ed early. Perhaps the doses
given wvere flot always large enough.
No unfavorable resuit could be dis-
tinctly attributed to the scrumn treat..
ment except th-_ rash. Soirie careful
observations were made upon the ap-
pearance of albumen in the urine,
and upon an increase in its amnount ;
the idea of the serum exercising sonie
effect on the kidney could not be de-
linitely excluded. A skcin eruption
wvas seen in 2.8 per cent. of the cases.
In six cases it resembled scarlet
fever, in five uticaria, in one measies,
and in three a polyrnorphic erythema.
The presence of a scarlet fever epi-
demîic made the diagnosis between a
scarlet fever and a serumn rzsh at
times difficuit. Post-diphtheritic par-
alysis would appear to be more fre-
quent since the serum. treatment wvas
introduced ; here it wvas present in 20
out Of 5.26 cases. Relapse is also,
more frequent; it wvas noted on four
occasions. The above evidence, dis-
tinctly in favor of the serumn treat-
ment, is the more important as the
first experiences of the treatment in
this clinic did flot speak much in its
support.-Brit. iled. jour.

BACTERIOLOGICAL RESEARCIIES.
CONCERNING A FATAL CASE 0F FE-
BMILE RHEicUMNATISM, COMPLICATEL>
WITH ]ENDOCARDITIS, PERICARDI-
TIS, AND CHOREA.-At a recent meet-
ing of the Paris Academy of Medi-
cine, a repoýt -)f which is published in
the Indépendu4nce mc~dicaZe for Novem-
ber 24th, M, . riboulet and M. Coyon
made the following communication:-
At the autopsy of a child they had
procured some blood fromn the in-
ferior vena cava, a segment of the
mitral valve, and one of* the spinal
cord, with which they had obtained,
in sterilized milk, anaerobic cultures
of a special microbe, accompanied by


