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 MONTREAL, FRIDAY, OCT. 3, 1662

‘ NEWS OF THE WEEK.
We may be said to be sufferifig:from a perfect
‘ dearth of news, in so far asEirofie.is concerned,
" and mstead of facts, we find duly rumors in the
- golumus of the British journals. Itis said that
the ruler of France is thinking seriously of inter-
" yention in the affairs of this Confiignt ; 1t is said
- that his army m Mexico 1s:4tokbe raised to
© 60,000 men; it is said that he comtemplates
" establishing in that country an appanage for the
potorions Ploa-Plon; it is said that, naturally
asticipatig opposition from the United States,
“he 15 well'pjeased with the prospect of the break-
ing up of “the Federation icto two of more
antagonistic B.epublics—but what of truth and
‘what of falsehood there may be 1 these many
ox dits is more than the wisest of mortals can as
* yet declaré.  There _can “be no doubt howerer

that the late sign'al suCCesses in the field of the

Soutbera Confederacy, their heroic endurance,
their energy, amd stubborm determination to
maintain their pational independence against fear-
fui odds, bave excited throughout Europe 2a
strong feeling of admiration and ot sym;:atllly.—
The expression of this feeling, by armed inter-
ference if necessary, would perhaps be by no
means unpalatable to the people of France, to
whom it would at the same time present ap oc-
casion for extending or rather renewing their in-
" fluence in North America.

The 1talian question remains updetermined.—
The Sardioian Government kpows not how to
deal with Garibaldi ; and whilst on one side it is

" affirmed positively that be will be brought to
. trial, on the other it1s asserted with equal con-
filence that a general amnesty is about to be pro-
*claimed. The several reports as to the state of
health of the captive are:equally conflicting ;
and if at one momeat we read that he is pro-
- gressing faverably—doing, as the ladies say, ©as
well as can be expected” —at the next we are
gra‘;ely told that his wounds are very serious
and his condition very critical. It is significant
_(hat the new journal, the France, edited by M.
Lagueronniere, and supposed to be inspired })y
a very high personage indeed, 1s 1ssuing a series
of letters upon the Italan Question ; in which
Ttalian Unity, whether under tbe form of a

Mouarchy or of a Republic s discussed and pro-
sounced impossible, a mere chimera, and. above
all irreconcilable with the interests of France,
who would in self-defeace be compelled to lock
' for material guarantees agaiost the disturbance
to the European balance of power which would
inevitably accrue from the other political com-
" bipations on the Rhbine to which such an event
would necesssarily give birth. From the argu-
ments of M. Liagueronniere there are many who
will perbaps dissent ; but the fact which his guasi
oracular utterances in the columns of the
France imply, can hardly be called m question.
The Emperor 1s not prepared to countenance the
dethrogement of the Pope for the aggrandise-
ment of Victor Emmanuel ; and be 15 determined
" pot to withdraw his troops from Rome, in order to
make way for those of Sardinia. This the cor-
_respondept of the London Times reluctantly
admits. It is to be feared,” he says, ¢ there
i very little chance of Rome being shortly
abandoned by its French garrison, and, what is
more, there are no grounds on which to base a
hope that an eveat so desirable for Italy will take
place next year any more than this year, or in
1864 any more than in 1863.

The accounts of the barvest in the Upited
Kingdom are upon the whole favorable. The
crop, in spite of the gloomy anticipations con-

* cerning it, turns out to be but little below an
~grerage; and it is. to be hoped therefore that
“ the famine under. which the people of the South-
west of Ireland bave so long been suffering, and:
whose pangs they - have endured with truly
. Christian patience, 1s.pow at an end. :
The past week has been unmarked -by 'any
"-evenls-of great military or political importance
"jothe United States.. Both of the combatants
“géern”'to” be somewhat exhausted by. the late-ter-
. yible sbloodysand indeciive, contests, and neither
ol therh séemy’ to" be’very anxious to resume the
Fimtlatives; +:Having therefore nothwg else to do,
‘and as. a pastime, Federal Genertls are quar--
- reliug with’ one another, laying down thewr com-
~.manda, blackguarding, kicking, and occasionally

4 yery :gratifying;man
Sigé), oae of the,

gy e i

! ern;, Army,;
s’ Tésigotion’; General Nelsoo
ciifsed " General’ Davis,; and : -hoxed hisears;
General Davis borrowed &' pistol; and therewith

. shiot General Nelson—and so llie game goes. on.

. President Lincoln’s Proclamation’ for emanci-
pating the slaves. in the revolted Southern States
pot subject to his rule, and for encouraging the
blacks Lo rise agamst and cut the throats of their
white masters, has been ‘much commented on by
the American press, and upon the whole meéts
with little opposition, His: other Proclamation
for subjecting the loyal North to a military des-
potism, and placing its peaple- uﬁder'jl_nartial'la‘w,
seems to meet with o opposition at all. The
people affected by it, acquiesce in it, seem almost
to hike it, and will perbaps in course of time be
proud of it. There is <ertainly no accounting
for tastes. _

The lacility, however, with which a military
despotism of the strictest pattern can be estab-
lished and enforced in a democratic commuaity,
with a Constitution after the most approved de-
mocratic fashion, affords a valuable lesson to po-
litical theorists and Constitution-mongers of all
shades. It shows how incompetent Constitu-
tions are to preserve the liberties of a people
aiready corrupt; 1t establishes the truth of the
political axiom—or we may say of the alphabet
of all political science—that no nation is free be-
cause it has a good political Constitutien, but
that it has a gnod political Constitution, because
it1s free. Liberty is the cause, not the effect,
of free institutions, their antecedent not their
consequence ; for at the best a Constitution is
but a tramscript, more or less faithful, of a pre-

existing social and political organism. It 15 the
work of freemen, not their parent ; and 1t is as
impossible for a nation of serfs to give birth toa
free Constitution, as for a cow to bring forth a
lion, or for a bad tree to bear good [ruit.

And so when a people become unworthy, and
po longer capable of freedom ; when through
their own excesses and folles and vices they
bave destrayed true liberty amongst tbemselves—
all freedom of thought, word, and action—then,
but oot before, does their Constitution resolve
issell into so much waste paper. They become
slaves to a despotism; generally of the military
sort, not because their Coustitution has been
lost or over-ridden, but they lose their Constitu-
tion because they had previously lost their liber-
ties. So when Cromwell bade hissoldiers ¢ take
away that bauble,) his commands were obeyed,
because tbat which alone imparted to¢ that
bauble’ its value and significance—the -liberty of
the Commons of England—had  long been dead.
So too when we see our Yankee neigbbors erush-
ed beneall the heels of a military dictator, and
their lives and properties at the mercy of the
Provost Marshall, we naturally conclude that
they must have lost long ago all capacity for true
freedom, and that the very traditions of liberty
must have become corrupted and extioct. We
doubt if in all history there1s an instance of a
people submitting to such a tyranoy as that which
Lincoln, the President, has set up, so tamely, so
quetly, as bave the democralic people of the
Northern States.

From the South we receive but little news,

and that bttle is generally grieviously mau-
tilsted and distorted by the medium throvgh
which-it passes before it reaches Canada. The
Southerners are however jubilant over tbe result
of the Maryland campaign.  They tell us that it
never was their object or intention to retain pos-
session of that State, and that tbey mnvaded it—
because from the Maryland side of the Potomac
only, could © Harper’s Ferry,” the real pride
which they possessed to themselves—be atracked
with any chance of success, By a happy ad-
mixture-of skill and daring they rendered them-
selves masters of Harper's Ferry: with its
immense stores of mumtions of war of all kinds;
and this accomplished they bad so longer any
object to detamn them in the territory which they
bad nvaded.
The precise position and the condition o the
Sauthern army 1s not weli ascertamed. It ap-
pears however, that they have takena formidable,
alinost impregnable position near Winchester in
the Shenandoah valley, and that all the Josses -
curred in their late battles.

THE JAPANESE MARTYRS, AND CANADIAN

Witness is very infelicifous in his attempt to
establish an analogy between the Catholics who
suffered martyrdom for their faith w Japan, acd
the Lired agents or pedlars of the French Cana-
dian Missionary Society in Canada, who occa-
sionally find themselves forcibly ejected from the
louses of French Canadian kabitans ; into which,
despite - the protestations of the owners, the
former will persist in forcing themselves and
their uawelcome wares. - He 1s not only 1ofelicit-

otis, but be “is ‘grossly unjust: towards the TRuE

‘Witness, whom . be. accusés of urgiog his

Freoch Canadian co-religionists:to follow 10°the.
spirit of these beatbens—the ' Japanese—and,
ueder. similar circumstances, to imitate tbeir
deeds of violence.” Out of his own mouth 1t is

TracT PEDLARS,—Our friend of the Montreai |
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(1) These martyrs had been missionaries who, hon-

estly and consgientionsly convinced that the Japan-

es0°people were perishing for want of a true worship
went mong, them with ‘the sole abject of inducing
them 10 forsake the religion of their futhers and fe-
ceite @ .purt "fone'."_——»qutre:al'I%"itvi'e.s',s,"ZMh’ulL‘ >

"‘A_gam:.'—.'-,.‘,fi, o

(2) ‘ These missionaries sought the people wher-
ever they conld find them—in the streets.of cities, in
thé high roads of the country, and ‘did not besitate
in-order to attain their religious object fo go-into as
many private housés as they thought best.”— Ib.

- (3) " Tho faith of the mitsionaries waa not that
of the naticu—patriotism demanded thai an unti-na-
‘tional creed should be driven eway. These foreign
preachers that peddled through Japan, trying to per-
vert the people from the national aud ancestial re-
ligion had no business there ; they must be forbidden
2o walk with thepeople in the streels or in the parks;
if they will not desist, they must be ordered off, and
if they do mot go instantly, then violence must be
resorted to.”—lb.— (The Itulics are our own.)

Such was the plea, continues the Montreal
Witness, of the Japanese for persecution—and
wherein, we would ask, is there any analogy,
however remole, betwixt the conduct of the
Japanese martyrs and thewr persecutions, and
that of the pedlais of the French Canadian Mis-
sionary Society who, with their irreligious books,
infest our country districts, and do their best to
corrupt the faith and the morals of the rural po-
pulation 7 We will point out a few striking in-
stances wherein they essentially difler.

In the first place, the Japanese martyrs, io
their efforts to convert the heathen, and their
fellow-countrymen to Christianity, were actuated
by  the sole object of tnducing them to for-
sake the religwn of their fathers and receive a
purer one.® No pecusiary motives, no ten or
twenly per cent commission on books sold, or
wares successfully peddled, stimulated the Catho-
lic Missionaries and native martyrs of Japan to
action j and not only were they men of irreproach-
able morals themselves, but the superiority of the
moral code which they essayed to troduce
amongst the heathen, over that which the latter
professed and practised, was manifest 1 the
daly lives and conversation of their converts,
and of Christians everywhere. The Japanese
martyrs above all, preached against dishonesty,
and impurity, and laboured to establish the sanc-
tity of marringe, of Clristian marriage—aae
with one and indissoluble—amongst their heathen
fellow-countrymen, wallowing in vice and all un-
cleanness. _ '

The pedlars of the French Canadian Mission-
ary Scciety, on the contrary, are a set of fellows
whose © sole object” is to make an easy and
comfortable hving as commission agents of a
wealthy Society whose wares they hawk about
tbe country. Too lazg to work, they find it
pleasanter to ¢ Joaf” about from Louse to house,
tban to dig, to plough, or to fell timber ; and
having, for the most part, renounced for a
pecuniary consideration the Catholic rehgion,
they are only careful to procure an increase of
their 1nfamous wages, by approsing tbemselves
tbe upscrupulous agents of their employers.—
Hence their anxiely to sel? the goods and to dis-
pose of the contents of their stocks in frade ;
for the best salesman is of course esteemed the
most active servant of the Lord. The * objects™
tberefore of * Japanese martyrs” and “ Cana-
dian Tract Pedlars,” are essentially different.—
So also are the means which, respectively, they
employ. '

The former, though zealous for the conversion
of their heathen fellow-countrymen, did not deemn
tbemselves at liberty to force their way into pri-
vate houses against the consent of the owners;
apd when told that their presence was unwelcome,
and when civilly requested to leave, they did not
act as if their religion authorised them to violate
the saoctities of domestic life, to ocutrage the
rights of private property, or to set at paught the
avthonty of the father of the family. * Canadian
Tract Pedlars,” on the contrary, claim the privi-
lege of obtruding themselves, unbidden, upon the
domestic circle ; of forcing ther wares upon its
unwilling members ; of insulting, in the most out-
rageous and indecent language, the faith of their
hearers ; and of setting at defiance, the reiterated
requests and commands of the owner and the
father of the family to jeave the premises, and to
abstain fromn shocking the ears of his wile and
children with ther violent, and often most ob-
scene No-Popery tirades. Here again, 1t must
be confessed, ts a very important difference be-
twixt the conduct of < Catholic Missionaries,”
and that of evangelical « Swaddlers.”

To the third place, it was what the Witness
terms  patiotism” which demanded the drising
away from the land, or rather the cruel death, of
the former ; whilst respect for the decencies of
lite, for the outraged mghts of private property,
and for the axiom that every Bntish subject’s
house is his castle, which no one; except in due
process of law, is permitted to invade—demands,
pot the banishment, riot the punishment even of
the # Tract Pedlars,” but simply. this : that they
‘be restricted from forcing their. way iato private
houses _a_gains'.t'thejéonsent of the owners or legal
occupiers. We do ot ask-that -they “d¢ for-
bidden to walk with the ‘people “in 'the  streets,
or i1 the parks ;" but we do demand that ¢ the
people” Ybe protected in the enjoyment of theur |
legal and natural rights ; and that no father of a L
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stands " in” the - positiod - of busband, - fatker, and
guardian, and whom God Himself wil] call 10°'a
strict account:for the manner in which be has ex-
ercised bis sacréd functions, | T
" It is therefore false, that in approving of the
conduct of those householders, and fathers of
famdies, who tura by force out of their own
houses those intrusive ¢ T'ract Pedlars” who' will
not walk out when politely requested to do so,
the True WiTNESS, gives any countenance (o
the violence exercised by the heathen govern-
ments of Japan and China against Catholic mis-
sionaries. On the contrary, as the Witness well
koows, we have always contended for the legal
right of his friends to sell their books without
molestatioa or insult of any kind, so long as they,
on their part, refrain from encroaching upon our
bouses and families ; and we strongly suspect that
our contemporary himself—if some Yankee ped-
lar of vicious, immoral, or deistical warks wherein
his religion was ipsulted and misrepresented, were
to force his way into the room where after dinner
he was sitting with bis wife and clildren, were to
insist upon obtruding those works upon the latter,
and were to refuse to leave the premises when
ordered to do so—would act upon our recom-
mendation to French Canadian habitans, and
would kick the intruder cut of the ball door.—
Were be so to act, and were the summarily
ejected pediar to carry the tale of his wrongs be-
fore the c1w] courts, the complasnant would be told
that he bad only got bis deserts, because no man
has the rght to force himself into another man’s
house. The case is so clear that it is wonderful
that Catholics should be called upon to justify
their principles; that they are called upon to do
s0, is a proof of the extent to which Protestants
carry (heir impertinent pretensions. They ac-
tually have the insolence to claiin that their agents
and “ Traet Pedlars” shall bave the right to set
the laws of God and of the land at defiance,
shall ride rough shod over both our civil and na-
tural liberties, and shall be supreme in our own
houses, and even over our own families. '
‘There 18 another importaut consideration which
we would suggest to our contemporary, and it is
this—That it is the cause, not the pumishment,
which makes the martyr ; and that the Catholic
habitans of Canada have reasons for refusing
admittance within their bomes to the emissaries
of Protestantism, which were entirely wanting to
the heathen persecutors of Chnstian Apostles
eiher at Rome or at Japan. The French Ca-
nadian Catholic has constantly belore his eyes
proofs of the deleterious moral influences of Pro-
testantism ; and though he may not te able tv
discuss a knotty point of theology, the lax woral
code of Protestantism, especially with reference
to the intercourse of the sexes, and the relations
of husband and wife, convince lim thatit 15 a
sjstem which bas the dewil for its author, and t
which he is therefore bound to close his ears.
Could the heathen of Rome 1n the days of
Dioclesian, have pomted to the prisons of the
Empire, and from official statistics could they
lave shown that the overwhelning mnajority of
the criminals—of the thieves, forgers, burglars,
and scoundrels of every grade therein confined—
were always Christians, and always and every-
where followers of the religious system preached
by St. Paul j*could they have cited the moral cqo-
dition of neighboring commumties which hid em-
braced, and whose eutire systen was moulded in
harmouy with, those doctrines ; could lhey have
shown that in those communities, illegilimacy and
child-murder were always on be wcrease ; that
every eleventh Christian child was a  bastard,
and one Christian mother in eleven a w Pt
that—as in the United States — the sanctity
of the marriage tie was amongst Christians
ignored ; that the union of (he sexes was with
them nothing but a transient concubinage, liable
to be broken by any, and every cause however
trivial ; that polygamy was not only tolerated by

tkem, but reduced to a system; that the prac-
tice of producing aborlion, was so general, and
s0 luerative that its professors publicly paraded
their skill—as in the Protestant jourmils of the
United States and Canadaj that fraud under
the name of ¢ smartness,” and cheating conve-
meatly and euphustically disguised as ¢ @ business
transaction,) were not only uviversally preva-
lent, but were esteemed no dishonor ; could, we
say, the beathen of Rome in the days of the
persecutions have shown all these things by irre-
futable statishes, and by the admissions of Christ-
ians then.selves—they would have been perfectly
justified m refusing te listen even to the preach-
ers of such a system as Christianity, and in kick-
ing its apostles out of doors, when they attempt-
ed to ‘thrust themselves upon the presence -of
hionest heatheg fathers . of families, and modest
Romzn matrons.. o

* See Report of Inapectors of Prisons and Peni-
tentiuries for Canada, . N
t Siatistics of bastardy in Protestant Scotland,
quoted by the Express (Protestant), ghow .that * in
the Spring quarter of the present year, for which the
returns have recently been issued, there was upon an
average-an illegilimate child . born, every. bour ip
Scotland, - Yet the entire - population is not much

Labove 3,000,000, little: mors than 1,600,000 of .them

are females ; about balf of thess are not in a stite to
bear children, and from those who are, must of
course be deducted' all-the married women."—Ez-

press. Non nosler hic sermo.

faith.and, morals, of those ‘fo “whor" he'|

.

“ remarkablé ;" thiough ‘the " qualities for'-which
_lh_éy are 80, are not: those.of .which -most. h"e'bpl'é
are anxious to be estéemed the possessors, ...
""" OF these ¢ babes of grace ™ or  meiw creatures
in the Lord,” there is one with' whosé name oir
rfﬁaders must be familiar. 1t is that of M. Pepin,
somefimes styled the Reverend M. Papin, a
French Canadian Missionary, who on more than
one occasion has figured rather prominently, if not
very. honorably before the public. Some five or
six years ago, the Quebec Morning Chronicle
161h February, 1857, had 2 notice of this bright
particular light of the conventicle ; from whicl? it
transpired that, having been caught by an indig-
nant hustand locked up in a room with said hus-
band’s lawful wife, the Reverend Missionary re-
ceived a sound kicking. DMade. Jacques, for
that was the name of the unhappy woman, of
whom the Rev. M. Pepin bad made a * prose-
dyte »—such beung the delicate term employed
by our Quebec contemporary to designate what
in vulgar phrase is styled a prostilute and adul-
teress—Made. Jacques was torn from the right-
eous and loving embrace of her sanctified  prose-
Zytiser,”” and restored to her busband ; and the
Protestant press teemed with truculent paragraphs
anent a “ Brutal Assquit” upon a reverend
minister of the Holr Protestant Faith. The
facts of the case were however toc glaring, or
rather too nasty even for the Protestant press to
deal mth; a reverend missionary caught focked
up 1 a room with another man’s wife, with whom
he had been cobabiting for four or five days is
but a poor log out of whick to carve even a Pro-
testant martyr ; and so our friends, the Montreal
Witness weluded, prodently came to the deter-
mination of allowing the Reverend M. Pepm to
drop ; and of drawing a decent veil over his much
kicked and much afflicted sitting part, whereun-
to wvigorous application of the Romish bus-
band’s boots bad been somewhat unceremoniously
made, '

We thought that we had done with the Rev.
M. Pepin, but we were mistaken, for again his
name figures prominently in the Montreal Wit-
ness. Since bis detection whilst © proselytising®
another man’s wife, and the consequent kicking,
the Reverend M. Pepin has been more than ever
actuated by a profound compassion for benighted
Romanists, and tormented by an ardent desire to
bring the blessings of salration to their doors.
In a ward, he has heen pursuing the avacations
of a“ Home Missionary *’ with redoubled zeal }
and ndeed with such entire forgetfulness of all
sublunary or mundane concerns, that he seems
quite to have forgottes forwarding to his employ-
ers any account of the sums of money by him
raised for the purpose of seaning Papists from
their errors. It seems however that smce his
kicking at Quebec, re has found the latter city
unpleasantly warm, and has made the discovery
that Detroit is a better ¢ field » for his evangeli-
cal labars—for 1t is as the Reverend M. Pepia
of Detroit that he now figures in the columns of
the Montreal Wetness of the 27th ult., as the
subject of the following :—

% Qaprion.—It appeara that the Rev. Mr. Pepin of
Detroit has for some time past been collecting con-
tributions in Canada ostensibly for the purpose of
promotiog the cauge of the Gospel among the French
Canadian people. Maoy of the friends of the Freuch
Cauadian Missionary Society have, it is understood,
given him contributions, which they supposed would
be devoted to the work of Missions in Lower Canada.
It is well that these friends should know that Mr,
Pepin has no connection whatever with the French
Ceoadian Mission ; and that 80 far ag can be ascer-
tained, not a farthing of the money which he has col-
lected from the Churches in Canada for the last year
and s half, has been appropriated for Missions in Ca-
nads. Ministers would do well befure countenancing
Mr. Pepin, to ascertain in what character he pre-
sents himself to the Christian public.”

The advice in the last section of this paragraph
is superfluous, for there can never be aey doubts
as (o the ¢ character’ of those who present them-
selves as agents of the several ¢ Swaddling So-
cieties.” To expect bonesty, chastity, or any
Christian virtue, from such men would be as ri-
diculous as it would be for the mistress of a dis-
orderly house to exact a high certificate of chas-
tity from those whowm she admits as boarders.—
There 15 ouly ane class of men wha will en any
terms consent to do the work committed to the
hands of the Achillis, the Pepins, and the Chini-
quys—and those men are necessarily Chiniquys,
aind Aclhullis, and Pepins. :

But it seems that these sometimes, indeed not
unfrequentlyturn their talents against their friends
und the latter are very foolishly indignant there-
at. “What better could they have expected from
such toals? "Srely they are not so simple as 10
expect any Christian virtue, or even “common

.honesty from ¢ brands sn"zi'lcll_egl,“ﬁ;gfrw the burn-

ing ?” It is: because, and. solely. because the
latter are morally corrupt ‘and’rotten; that ‘(hey
bave become the-emissaries=of Protestantism ;
for. not until every. better “feeling "had. been

quenched in their bosoms, until the last spark of

truth badbeeri ‘extinguished, could theyLiave eo-
tertained the:proposition-even of  doing’ the-dirty
work whicli” thew” proseljizuig - émployers exact
{rom them." HE e e Ly [

.1t 15, amusing. nethertheless {o see -tiie Bn{bt‘e‘s-"‘




