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The Cathoic College
And the Work It Has to Do.

DISCUSSED AT A CONVENTION HELD AT CHICAGO.

FROM AN OCCASIONAL CONTRIBUTOR.

A despatch from New Haven, Conn.

dated April 16th, reads as follows:-

"It was learned to-night that the

11ev. Father Spillaie, a Catialic

priest of Boston, visited this city re

<ently to ascertain how many stud
ents of the Roinai Catholic faith are

students in Yale University. He aiso

desired to lear i froin eaci student
ris reason for attending Yale in pre

ference to sore of the Catholic col-
leges or universities. It is with a
view of studying. the situation thor-
oughly and to ascertain just what is
desired by the najority of Catholic
studeats who enter other universities
-that the investigation is to be made.

'Father Spillare has distributed to
the Catholic students at Yae lanks
ha.ving a numiber of queries printed
upon thea with the request that the
students answer in detail the ques-
tions presented. It is estimated tiat
there are at least 300 hunîdred stud-
ents atteiding Yale University wiro

belong to the Catholic faitih. Fater

Spillane was one of the delegates to

the national conference of represerata-

tives of Cathol'ic Colleges and parochi-
al schools that. iet in Chicago last

aveek."

To what extent the statemlrents
above made are correct, we ignore:
but eertaiily tiis mressagegives the key
to the cause of the convention held
recerntly ii Chicago, anad ait which r
presentatives of nearly every CatIo-
lic college and university ia the init-
ed States ani tLanada itwere preseit.

t: is obiois that the great struggîe
ii thie educationtaîl donnain of our atiy
hiniges upori tire attendaice of a'ithiro-
lie students ait non-Catholic colleges,
ard especially non-Ca tholic mivert•:r-

ies Tliait sticha is the case tliare is nto
.denying; but, whrait are the causes
thereof is another question.

We iust admit, that iiiiny o! tira'
reasons given by. Catholic parents aniil
Catholic students. for electing to nat-
'ronize non-Cathulic unstitirtions are
very plausible, and in m11any cases,
ihey go a long wvay ta justify sila
course. It ias becanne a very serions
and important natter; ipon tire soli-
tioir of this grave problemn may de-
eid the faith of coming generationis.

l'ie consequenice is , thiat the le'ardiig
Catiolic educa lionratlists of Amierica
resolved to ieet aid confer togethelr

upon the subject. Thleir object iais to

discover the reasons whiy aithlic e ira-
stitutions dro not, suflic, af rirthemr-
selves, aii is suchr, Io attrarlato

their halls ail the Catholic studetirs

f the coutintry; to discover waiiut are

tire necessairy requiremets in wiic h
Catiolic establislhni ts are iracking:
and ta suggest nieas welnreb)y ther

deficienrcies iiay be suppliel.d

J0 twotild Ne too long, and of little
t1 our purpose, tu giue a detailed re-

pot,: of tie convention of the idth

aimi 1iti April in Chicago; sufice to

say that it vas unier the presidlency
(f Mgr..Coiaty, rector of the Catholic
University, at Was.nrgtoi, and that

nearly every Catholic College and U n-

iversity ina Aterica was represeinted.

O! tie Catadians present w-e mîight

mentioin tie Rev. Fattier Constantin-

eau, O. M. I., rector of the University

of Ottawa. The purport of the mnîeet-

ing was fully explaiied in the lengthry
and mnasterly address delivered by
Mgr. Coaty. We need niot reproduce

tie general remarks that, prefaced the

address-wnhich consisted iainly of
words of welcomie anidencouragenent.

But a few extracts, taken ere and
there, fron that able exposition of

the subject in hand nay serve to cast

a vivid light upoin the situation.

Mgr. Conaty saitd --

"The topics before yor for discuss-

ion are subjects, goeri in tiroir niai-

ture, andi yet, thtrourgh themîn aU, nrns

tire atne throughit of tire Cathtolic t'i-

lege, tire work iL lias to do, anal hownt

that woerk rmay best, Ibe donc. Yotur

carnest devotiaon ta tire ideaîls ai

Chrtistiaun educatiotn, is a suldicient

warrant ai ycur interest at evory

moment of tire Liane allottedl fox' dei-

'liberationr. We mneet to-day fri tint

flrst timne as repiresenttattives o! tire

cclegiate systemt o! the Carthici

Church ini titis country."

"Schoal disciplina is tire appu'r-

ticeship by which ruan is' trained ta

use the tools whnich are nreedead ta

wvork out suceess l ivwhatever aphoe

hre may findi himself, ini whratever voc-

ation may be imposedi upon himî. Tire

unitys a! educatien fintds itself ex-

pressedi in variaty a! mnethaod, in avery
influence that tends te the develop-
nient o! main until .he rdaches the-
rounded out anti perfected chiaracter

of truc manhrood, as expressed in ita
highest forn, in the well instructed
perfect Christian."

"Our preparatory, as well as our

graduate schools, depend upon col-
legiate instruction for the futura

teachers and scholars. The seninaries
in which our clerics are trained look
to the college for the developmnent of

tthe youth who are destined in God's
Providence to be the teachers and
leaders of the people. TIe importance
of the collegiate systein, as the pre-
paratory schoal for leadership, not
nerely in professional, but also in
business life, is receiving iuch atten-
tion from the educational thougit of
the age."

"We have witxnessed the scientific
phase which education ias taken; we

notice now the sociologica. It is our

duty to take note of aill these tenden-
cies, and with truth, the knrow-Iedge
of God, the supernatural to guide us,

re should leat ytouth into ail fields of
scholarshi, placing their education
in touch wnith the scientific and social
tendenicies, air control both by the

great, truth of Go<i, under He guid-
ance of the Citureli<cof Christ. A dang-
er lias beei felt, diuring the century,
that science ialone unaidedn by ievela-
tionc, has lted sClolrlashîp aistray. 'lie
danger nois is tliait the social pirob-
lemrs whicih are bringing thecha'
nearer to the study of! manhi ix-S
imîani life, triay be ledatra by human-

itarian principles, divorced fron the
sloernratiral id ttea of ian's truc ces-
t inny. College muaast liut Iainr ii toucthr
wvitht science iliilminaed bin fatith ad
witia hrmaity emtobled and redŽeiem-

ed by Christ. Science iaI eaconomarics
areiraaramIlued in the edication of the
day, anid the Clatiolic student sliould
lhe equaippredi ta iect thaeir questions."

Soenidi ais was -lgr. Coraty's ex-
aIisted renoew of the istory of the

Catholic edaucation systemin, f'on t.ie
3Middle Ages downr to the present, we
iist ass it over as beig too elabor-
ate for the linîits of the present arr-
ticl. 'Tien his minute reie w of the
ltistory of Catholic education on tithis
continent mwould furnisli subject-nmat-
ter for mi anry colilnmns of comment,
andi m-n1y hours of profitable stauiy.

After pointing oit the long strug-

gle that ias existed in the Nei Worlil
un the part of those wio strived to
establisl catholic Colleges, in tie
face of tie State eidownient of nön-
Catholin institutins, he said tirait
such struggle and privation are prac-

t iral ly edriedl. We hlaie liassed whiat he

ells ti stonre and moritar pierioi,
ai hIave airriaied arrt the decoration
and finrislitg off.

Iletre Mgr. .COnat.y made the very
t rarthrfil reiark :-

"The mrere determination to stabii-
lisi ai college, or the faet thait a col-
lege is establislied, are trot .of.them-
selves siutilcient reasons to warant
consideration of thexm as fulfilling a

dunty to education. Every college
should be prepared to give reasons

for its existence, and stand ready to
ave its niethods and resuits tested,

as to their value in reaching tie

aims and purposes of a college. An

utnderlying principle, never tol be Icst
siglht of, is tha't the college 'nxist to

fit students for life. If that princiile

fails all else fails with it."

After stating that, witi Catholic

edlcators, religious and profane
kowledge go Iand in hand, the

learned rector continued :-
"They realize that the natural sci-

ences, econoimics, political andi wial
sciences are all to b developed, lae-
cause they lie att the basis ofi naterial
advancemrienît, dent wtir thlic ciraiondi-
tiaons anf induiastrial parosperity, anti tif-

fer iain ai Lina well-beinng cf socienty.
Most asuredly te couîrses cof sturdy
asroulai not mecrely direct ira ta lire ic

theo past, but they shoauld bea ponureai-

ated trit tir sIaensceto Lime prosent.-
Wea are au Lira earLin, ini tire midst ut

the activa farces o! nature, we stll

lira, aira air lie shroruld ber In close
touchn writh or' neighrbors. 'l'ie pai.
allers uis experience fan tIre prescrit

andi futura. Ias lanîguagea, ittry,

piloisopuhy aid usa in estimnating tins-
wrns ta present questions. No rman

cen titaroughliy understandi tire bres-
ent unlbess he bas a citai' view' a! tint

past. Tira civilization e! to-day is

constanîtly clamrnaing for considera-

tiaxn, anti the mnany-sided interests e!
social aund ecanomic contditionis are
mnatters o! present moment, Tht cal-
lege whtich meats the demanda a! tht
peopla, -whichr fits the people for lite,
is the college tht people iwill lare.
.The college must stand or fall upan

J its merits, and the test wvill be its
ability to meet the demands of
Church and State."

IWe now' quote from the most im-
portant part of the whole address :

"The moment has come for us to
look our duty straight in the face,
and see by. what means it may be fui-
ly met. It becomes us to study our
educational system, to tie together
their frayed strands, to unify it and
make it harmonious, to link part with
part, and all its parts into a whole
that they may contribute to the mor-
al and intellectual development of our
Catholic youth. Criticism is not a
mark of ingratitude-it 4s oftentimes
the indication of true affection, for it
tends not to destruction, but to per-
fection.

"This conference aimas to discuss thet
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ideals of college life. One of the re-
suits, i l hopied, will be the permuan-
ent establishmient of an association of
colleges, wnith anuial meetings, in
which college conditions shall be
tihorougiiy questioned and answiered.
Discussion is an evicience o life. Col-
legiate discussion will lead to the
realization of the consciousness of the
colloge relations to the public and to
the individuinil. A college thit lias no
interest in. the discussion of ediucai-
tional iethods, is on -its way to a
condition of iixoicuios desuetude, and
wili soon belong to thet dliii and nisty
past, possessing a name once gloriotrs
once brilliant, but nowr . faded and -
soutidless. The college that has noth-
ing to learn is near a Rip Van Winkle
condition, in -which no one.-will recog-
nize or knoi it; for it ias lost the

life touch which was needed for the

conditions of Society."

lere Mgr. Conaty cited the winords
of Leo XlII., in his encyclical o! Jan.

6, 1895:-

"An education cannot be deeined
complete irhtici takes no notice of
molern sciences, it is obvious that in
the existing keen competition of tal-
ents, and the widespread and in it-

self nbble and praiseworthy thirst for
knownladge Catholics ouglit to be not
followrers but leaders.

'"This, in every age, has been the
desire of the Church. Upon enlarge-
ment of the boundaries of the science

lias she been wont to bestow all pos-
sible labor and energy. Let our col-

lages, then, be tht best."

Noiw follotes, in the conciuding par-
agnalra, the real purjport of the w-hole
address, and the reil object of the

convention :-

"This conference is not called to

discuss defects so inuch as to e-es--

tablish foundations. The resuits of
the discussion of the conferncie will
ha to accentuate topics for future
conferences. The thouglht to-day is the
thouglit of ideals. If -wre reaci that
result, we shall have succeedtiel in the
work proposed for is. In Cod's naime,
let us go forth to the unification of
our collegiate systeun, and place be-
fore our college wrork the ideals of
truc college instruction. Our duty is
Lo aima at the ideal vIhich lits man
for every walk of fe; which puts him
in touch with the life about him;
iwhich obliges proper preparatory
training; which makes the degree
stand for something; which markes the
Christian gentleman, scholar; which
finds in the Catholic College all that
the non-Catholic college has plus the

helps most for further professional
studying nso, by the possibility of

completing the A. il. course in thiree
years, and de-ating the fourthi col-

lege year to professional stiraiues; also

by the reputation of nonr-Cathltiic col-

leges, and by the larger chances f tie
most refining intercourse mith men

and students. Some are influenced by
social reaisons. "Catholie colleges

should, first of ail, try to keep ti t

graduation nost of tie boys h go
to then, especially in tihepireaira-

tory departnients.
"They should greatly modify pres-

ent Catholic boarding school iie ami

discipline, so as tomake both man
times more attractive, to yon mien

They should..separate :the college de-

partinent both in place and adninis-

tration, though not in studies and

methods of instruction.

"They shou,d make some of the pre-
sent courses of study optional; and

enlarge and strengthen courses in
History, History o Philosophy, Phil-

osophy of History, Political Econo-

muy, Constitutional History, advanc-

ed courses in English and other mod-

ern literatures.
"They should raise, in nany cases.,

the value of the A. B. degree, by
stricter requirements for entrance

and graduation, by a more thorough-

]y grading of the . classes, and by

more masterly instruction."

These extracts constitute a pretty

fair resumne a1 th inhole question be-

fore the conference. As it affects Can-
adians to as great a degree as Ameri-
cans, we cannot pass it over with-
out draving a few lessons-to be ap-
plied to ourselves- from the mre-

ment. Howerer, tns the foregoing wili
sullice for one wieek, we will le ave
the consideration of the educational

.question, as far as Canada is con-

cerned, to an editorial revoew in an-
other issue.

TH YNC MAHS
WA 10 HAPPINSS

The above is the title of a neat lit-

tle volume of over one hundred pages

which has come to us fron the pub)-
lishers-B. Herder, St. Louis.- and

which is translated fron the Gernani
of Rev. F. X. Wetzel. The motto of
the book soeas to be "Look forward,
upward and backward." - Looking

backward is to be mindful of your
inexperience andnatural frivolity and

to be. unwilling to. receive friendly in-
structioh and advice. Looking for-

the white necktie, that ie wore at

his first communion, urntil lie should

fall into sin, is onc tiat nay find
universal application, anongst youtng
and old alike. The author theii deals

witih the dangers that arise froi
youths being too irmurchi alone, and

shunning play and all the sports and
recreations that ar natural to their

age. The final chaîpter treats of 'fid-

elity in little tLiings.'" The volume is

one that can he highly reconnended;
it is convenient as to size, nay be

used as a pocket companion, ai can

be strulied wîitl profit by aill lasses

of Christians. The very siniplicity of

the style touches the heart and apens

the eyes to the fact that all the

world is muîcrh aikin as far as errors,

sins, temptations. virtues and the

sources of happiness are concernred. If

we wiish for truc happiuness we can

always find it.

It has often been renarked that the

priest of the parish is too prone to

asking money and that ie generally

adds to cach Sunday's sermon soue

remarks about dues. This is not,

iownever, the case, except in localities

where the priest ias no other oppor-
tunity-save the Sunlay asseibly of
the faithful- of insisting upon the

performance of this duty. In the

course of a circular, affecting the fin-

ances of his churclh, Rev. Father

Joos, of Dowagiac, near Kalanazoo,

made use of some very pertinent sug-

gestions - all of which should flurd

universal application here in Maont-

real as -ell as elsewhrler. We repro-
duce themt for the general benrefit of

our readers, and possibly in sonre

special cases they. nay be mrade ap-

plicable:-
"Do not" suppose for a mtiorent

that the priest canrlive on spiritual-
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important religious training which ward means to tlhink of ail the seri-
niakes the -Catholic muan of Christian dus duties of life, which Gol las I-

culture. This is our duty. Let us face posed upon you, and to striVe -earn-

it manfully, clear away all deceit estly to fulfil them. Looking upward.

and pretension, and labor for the best ineans tiat success depends on the

resuaits Nwith anc hieart nnd anc divine blessihg. %Vitliout Ced 110 Man

:oui cab be happy.

These simple, yet striking proposi-
In connection with what we have. tions constitute the basis of the lit-

so far quoted, and as a rounding off, tle work, and the reverend author de-
or completion of the whole matter veloas them in a clear; attractive
under discussion, we will take soine and highly - instructive manner. He
points made by Rev. Father W. J' shows that "the best decoration" in
Read Mullan, S. J., as to the causes: lite is the evidence of your labor-be
of the drift of Catholic students to- it manual or otberwise. In a chapter
w'ards non-Catholic institutions, and on "Tbe Savi-ngs-Bank-Book,'' soie
the best nethod of checking it. Rev. wholes6 nie lessons -in economy, dili-
Father Mullan said gence and thrift are inculcated. A

"Most of the Catholic boys inniion- chapter upon. the necessity and oblig-
Catholic colleges have prepared for a.tion of preserving your health is
college in a public high school, or a perhaps one of the most practical in
private preparatory school, where the bok, and certainly one of the
the tendency always is toward this nost suggestive we bave ever read.

or that non-Catholic college, never In dealing with the fourth command-

toward a Catholic College. ment-"Honor thy father and moth-

"Most of the Catholic boys in non- er"-the writer quotes king Freder-

Catholic colleges are poor, and are ick I., who once said, "He who re-

attracted to the non-Catholic colleges spects his parents is an honorable

by the many chances of obtaining pe- maxi but he wha treats tiein with
cuniary aid there both for support cantempt, la nat warthy ta lire."

and tuition. Based an this test a few pages of

"They are attracted also by the very tnnely adrice are ccrsecrated ta

*ide scope possible in the selections the coasideration e! tiis vital ques-

of courses of study by which they cantion.'Lhe chapter that deals wrth a
study omly what they like, or what story ! a boy who wished ta wear

ity alone: it is good for the soul, but
it-is not the best food for the body.

"Do not'' imagine that nothing is
required ta keep the church in re-
pairs. The Church will last forever,
but tUic material trili panish.

"Do net" tink tiat the fervor dis-
played in the church will keep the
church warm. It requirèé"fuel ta heat
it. You like to'keep -warm so does
the priest.

"Do not" say that enough will pay;
without you paying. Even if they did,
it would not.release youof the oblig-
ation.

"Do net" thinik that because the
pilest does not force you td it, that
every other biul must be paid before
you pay your pew rent, and ta find
it convenient ta- always have bills
ahead. Prospects don't help along.
Your church bill binds in conscience
as much as any other.

"Do not" force the willing people
ta grumble because they have te do it
all. They are the ones who pay for
you and you show them no more
gratitude than you do ta the priest.

Youwhodo not pay. '"donot"claim
any active -voice in the administra-
tion of the parish. You have no
right. You are the ones who cause

disturbance in order to caver your
own shortcomings.

You who do nat pay. "do nat" et-
pect it ta be your priest's duty to
rua after you in his funeral sermon
you are not entitled ta it.

"Do net" be disappointed ta find
your pew rented te some one else if
not paid for, as pew rent is ta be
paid quarterly in adrance.

"Do not" gruible if you receive a
quarterly statenent. Avoid it by
paying pronptly.

"Do not" consider that you are
paying ta the priest personally. You

pay ta the church and lie is under no
obligations ta you.

"Do net" ]et the collection plate
pass you without putting in your
contribution.

"Do not" put in pennies.
Above all, "do not' Put it Offt t

the end of the year. It mnnay seemliard
te pay it thei. It is casier to pay by

quarters.
This year I do not intend to nien-

tion pew-rent n ciurch, but i will

enforce the rule. The pulpit is a place
for spiritual subjects and it is the
hardest duty of the priest to speak

about mrîoney. le has to pay his

bills and keep good the standing of

the congregation before the public.

He cannot do it unless the people
ielp i. I wish ihereafter ta appeal
to your sense of justice and hotror

alone, and hope everyone will realize

his duty.
people too poor to pay will be giv-

en a seat free. Let themu corne and

see me, and they will be given a seat

as good as any of those whî'o are able

ta pay."

THE TICK OF THE CLOCK.

Tick, tick, tick,
The seconds fily apace,
The sands of time are quick,
Andi run a rapid race.

Upon the sil ent air,

It seenms to sound mry doom,
And ali the past is there,
lDefore rme ininmy roori.

Ai, Tiie I owe to thee,
A debt L'il ne'er repay,
Respite I ask of tiree,
A mnoment but I pray!

Tick, tick, tick,
The tine ili-spent is lost!
And I antm sulrging quick,
Te eternity's verge am tost

The present but we Own,
The past 'tis but a dream,
Tht future we hope aient,
For His eteral beamn.

MU'LTUM IN PARVO.

Hec thtat trustetht ta tht warld lu
sure ta be deceived.-St. Marcarlus.

Duty is that whnich ls due; IL is c.

deNt front mani ta God.-Farrar.

Tinte la prcectous, but trutht is more

precious thant time.-Bcaconfild.

Witihout woerk therne cari be no active

progreas in hnuman weclfare.-Silesi.

In age wea graow far-aighted; we re-

member not our youth, but aur chtild-

We all touch the future once in our5
lives at tire leat, but few' o! us hold
it.

Noabody tvan'ts arnamnents in thtis
world, but everybody wvants integri-
ty.--Ruskin.


