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BECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
Seerryvesr, 1875,
Triday, 10—St. Nicholas of Tolentinc, €.
Saturday, 11—0f the Octave.
Sunday, 12—17 2. Holy Name of Mary.
Monday, 13—Of the Octave.
Tucsday, 14—Exaltation of the Hrly Cross.
Wednesday, 15—Octave of the Nativity of the
B.V).  Ember Day. JZFay.
Thursday, 16—8S. Comelius, Pope, and Cyprian,
Bishop, MM, St.Euphemiaand others, MM.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

His Holiness continues to give dnily audiences,
and to transact business as usual. A great number
of pilgrims are expected to arrive in Rome during
this Month, The Osservatore Cattolico congratulates
its contemporary of the same title, in Venice, on
being persecuted by the King of Italy. The fact
£hat the cditor has been locked up for commenting
on Victor Emmanuel is taleen as sound proof that
‘its opinions are true and staunch,

Monseigneur Richard was instalicd on the 13th
ult., at Notre Dame, &s coadjutor to the Arch.
bisﬁon of Paris. The latter, according to an even-
ing pa:pc-r, bas sold the old Carmelite snd Domini-
can establishment in the Rue Vaugirard to the
Jesuit Fathers for a Free University, to be opened
next month, The price was 1,000,0001,

The Swiss of the Protestant Cantons are so alarm-
<d at the determination of Catholic tourists to aveid
their ueighbourhoods, that they lave posted up
notices in &ll the railway stations mentioning the
places where Mass is celebrated. Everywhere in
Germany the note of departure or suppression of
the religious orders is heard, At Paderborn an ap.
plication was made by the Burgemcister and many
citizens that the Franciscan church should be al-
Jowed to remain open for divine service.  The
Government observed that this would involve the
appointment of priests specially desiguated for this
purpose, but as the Bishop had been “ deposed” the
sce was vacant, and there was no way by which the
priests could be legally selected. Hence the church
must remain closed. At Fulda the mother house
of the German Sisters of Charity has been taken
possession of by the Government, ag well as all the
property belonging to it The nuns were not nble
to aliennte it, because the reversion of the owner-
ship had, in case of the extinction of the commun-’
ity, been secured to the Bishop of the diocese. The
sec of bulda is vacant ; the diocesan property is
4 admipistcred” by a Government commissary. He
has stretched out his hand, under the teversionary
clause, on the convent property also. Meantime
several communities are receiving invitations from
other landg, ecspecially from America, oftering
houses, and lands, and money. The German papers
continue to refer to the O'Connell Centenary
Celebration in Dublin, The Frankfurter Zeituny
finds fault with the ¢ Ultramontane and re.

igious features which were given to it. But
it admi’s that a closc union exists between
priests and people in Ireland. It says that
if the King of Prussia and his Ministers had seen
the Dublin processien they would have had reason
to doubt the accuracy of the dictum ascribed to
_Frederick 11, that priests were not to be feared,
because they could wot command big battallions,
Phe Germunie discusses at great length the charge
brought forward by the anti-Catholic newspapers
-that O'Connell was a Freemason., Itshows thatas
soon as he koew the prohibitions of the Church ke
left the society. 1t asks the Liberal papers to cite
.other Freemasons (even among soi-disant Catholics)
+who ghow the same filial respect for the Holy Sce
which be always manifested, or who fought earnest-
1y to cmancipate the Church from Statc control, as
hedid.

A few days sincean asembly of Catholic deputies
from various districts of Poland was held at Punita,
They discussed the condition of the Church, and
made earnest protests against the fierce persecution
still go relent}essly carried on against their bishops,
‘their priests, and themsqlves. One of the spcakers
made a most stirring appeal to his fellow country,
men, and urged them to aid the Catholic bodies in
their efforts to procure for their country the relig-
jous freedom of which they had been so0 merciless-
"1y robbed. Inthe course of his address he alluded
to what O'Connell had achieved for Ircland by his
peaceful and persevering efforts. He spoke of the
movement which he inaugurated ander the title of
Ropeal, and told them how he had banled tagether
_ almost as one man the millione of the Irish nation

in the struggle he had undertaken. He asked the
Poles wero they content to remain inactive  under
--the weight of the wrongs that were so grievously
crushing them; and believing that they were not,
he counselled them to profit by the advice of 0'Con-
nell—to unite together in n great effort for. the re-
~:peal of the iniquitious laws of May, aud secure for
~thejr Ohurch and their pastors that liberty of life
f.-gndégf action of which they had been o cruelly plun..
“dered. -t o 7 LT S :

| permaaont mobilization of some 80,400’ borée., In
'+ | accordance with this important measure, the greater

‘inasmuch as they evidently did their best to pro-

* THo réorzabization of the Bussian' cavalry, just
ordered by 'the Emperor’Alesander amounts-to’ the

part of the cavalry in European Russia. will:be al-
| wayskept'on a war footing, and stationed ‘along
railwiy lines, 80 as to bo ready to act at a moment's
notice. . . - o
. It i8 reported that an English. steamer has suc-
ceeded in Janding at Motrico a large-cargo of wal
material for the Carlists, including four pic_cg'g;;qf
artillery, 5,000 rifles, and 100 cages of cartridges.

A Qispatch from Constantinople says thatinforma-

tion has been received by the Turkish Government
and by foreign embassics which removes all appre-
hensions that Servia will by her conduct add to
the complications of the Heérzegovinian question-
A solid agreement between the powers and the
Servian Government has been cffected at Belgrade,
owing to pressure being brought to bear by the
representatives of the former. Servia undertakes
to restrain the party of action within ber Lorders.
The declarations of Chinese authorities respecting
the Formosa savages, now prove to bo empty
threats. Troops refuse to follow the aborigines
into the heart of the island, and have revolted by
regiments. The savages remain masters of the
situation, and the Chinese military operations have
been suspended. A body of rettrned soldiers from
Formosa, soon after landing at Foo Choo, assaulted
an Americon 1ady and gentlemaa with great vio-
lence, scverely bruising both. An investigation
into the affair is Dbeing made by the United States
Consui.
A cable despatch has been received from His
Excellency Lord Dufferin, at Clandeboye, Ircland,
stating the intention of the Vice-Regal party to sail
for Caneda on the 8th October.

THE GUIBORD CASE.

We canunot but deplore the scenes that occurred
in front of the Catholic Cemetery on Thursday
last, when it was attempted thercin to bury the
mortal remains of Guibord, Iate of the Institut Ca,
padien. A noisy and violent crowd barred the en-
trance to the Cemetery, and proceeded to such acts
of violence that it wns decmed prudent to return
with the coffin to thc Protestant vault. For this
violence there can be no excuse, religion is neither
profited mor homored thereby and the Catholic
Church does not requirc the aid of rowdies aud
stonethrowers. We, therefore, as Catholics, con-
demn without reserve all attempts to oppose by
physical force or threats of violencethe carrying out
of the judicinl sentence in the case of Guibord.

At the same time, and without pretending to pal-
liate the conduct of the ricters, we cannot but cen-
sure the conduct of the friendsofthe decensed—

voke strife, by appealing to national and religious
prejudices. As an instance of this we cite the facts
that the coflin of Guibord was enveloped in a Brit-
ish ensign, What does this mean, snys the Montreal
Gazette very pertinently the answer is obvious, the
intent was tointroduce the national element into the
Guibord affaic and to appeal to national prejudices
against French Canadianism No other interpretation
of the display of the British Flag over the corpse
of Guibord is conceivable, and that display was in-
tended to be an act of defiance to nnotker national-
ity. That this justified the violence we do not
pretend, but, to a considerable degree it accounts
for it.
Of course the Montreal Witness—it wouldn’t be
the Montreal Witness if it didn’t do so—boldly as-
gerts that the ecclesiastical authorities of Montreal
not only connived at,but incited to,the riots which
all Catholics deplore. Now, the fact is as our read-
ers will see from an article which we copy below,
from the Montreal Gazette, that the impugned eccle-
sinstical authorities, the Bishop of Montreal to wit,
and the Cure of the Parish having had hints that
violence might be anticipated on the occasion to
which we refer, wrote to the civil authoritics ad-
vising the timely cmployment of the police, If
this advice was not taken it is surely most unjust
to blame those who tendered it as having been
either actively of passively parties to the riots.
Up to the time of going to press we kuow not
what steps have Lecn taken to carry ount the burial
of Guibord ; even the date is uncertain ; but it is to
be trusted that when again it is sttempfed to re-
move the remains they will be attended with such a
display of force as shall make even the semblance
of resistance impossible. We here give the article
from the Montreal Gazette to which we bave refer-
=d above.

(From the Montreal Gazelte,)

The Witnesslast evening commenting upon the
unfortunate proceedings of Thursday last, on the
occasion of the attempted burial of the remains of
Guibord, and referring to the Roman Catholic
n.utboyities, saya: “In positively declining to do
anything more than the law rendered necessary,
the Seminary authorities would have had our sym-
patby.” There isno doubt that thie sentence cor-
rectly interprets the general sentiment in relation
to this matter. And it is worth while, therefore, to
seo what thelawdid render necessary, The judg-
ment of the Privy Council ordered that a writ siionld
issue to tho Fabrique, “ commauding them, upon
application being made to them by, or on bebalf of
the Institut Canadien, and upon tender or payment
to them of the usual and necustomed fees, to pre-
pare, or permit to be prephred, a grave in that part
of the cemefery in which the remaing of Ryoman
Catholics who have received ecclesimstical burial
are usually interred, for the buria! of the remains of
the said Joseph Guibord, and that on such remains
being brought to the said cemetery for that purpose,
ata reasonable and proper time, they do bury the
sald remsins in lhe said part of the said cemetery, or
permit them to be buried there.” It is true that
the order served by Mr. Doutre, went further, and
demanded that the burial should be with the cus-
tomary religious services, and threatened future
legal proceedings in the cvent of this not being
complied with. But this domand wasin excess of
the judgment of the Privy Counci!, and was of uo
more effect than if he had required all the gentle-
men of the Seminary to stand on their heads during
the performance of the ceremony. The judgment
itself required the Seminary simply to prepare or to
permit to be prepared a grave in consecrated ground,
and to bury, or permit to be buried, the remains of
the late Mr. Guibord in that grave. And’ acting
upon their duty, as laid down by our evening con-
temporary, in doing only ‘what the law ‘renderod
necessary, they fully obeyed the order of the  Privy
:Council in permitting to b made a giave in con-

' Have'they e
in.alk:candour; it mugt be admitted that they: have.

‘| The:grave ;was .dug- inconsecrated “ground ;:the:
officer:was there to receive: the: accustomed -dues;

and;the'entry, of the body intei:the. Cemetery - was
presence on ‘all ordinary principles of .evidence,

reasons that hearing it was to assemble they took
the precaution to advise thé civic authorities-of the
fact, as.the following letter shows :

S - * MoxTrEAL, 2nd September, 18%5.
“ Mn. Mayon :— T ,

“1 believe it ta be my duty to inform you that it
was reported to me ata late hour lust night that the
Irish-intended uniting with the French Canadians,
and to gather en mase to-day in-front of the gate of
the Cemetery in order to oppose the -entry of the
body of the late J. Guibord. :

# I, is needless for me to observe that this can-
not be done without most regrettable acts arising.
In order to prevent them, the police will be, with-
out doubt, brought into service on the ground at &
proper time, so that there may be no reason to de-
plore disorders which may arise should wise precau-

‘tiona not be taken to preveut them.

“T have the homor to be, truly, Mr. Mayor,

with perfect consideration, your very humble ser-

vant,
IG. MONTREAL.

“To His Honor the Mayor of Montreal.”

Having thus taken all precautions not simply tq
fulfil the part required of them by the Privy Coun-
cil, but to invoke the aid of the civil authority, in
order that provision should be made to preventany

miscarriage in the carrying out of the requirements.

of the judgment, they surely are entitled to exemp-
tion from the kind ofattacks that are being thought-
lessly made upon them. We point these facts out
because there never was & time when it was more
necessary that men should exercise a cool judg-
ment, and that all geod men, at whatever altar
they may worship God, shall unite in preventing
this case becoming a religious war in this com-
munity. The ecclesiastical authorities have shown
their willingness, however much their feclings may
be against it, to obey the authority of the judgment
of the Privy Council. The resistnnce has come
from & mob, and with that fact, without reference
to thereligious sentiment that may huve prompted
it, we have to do. We cannot afford to allow a mob
of whomsoever composed, to interfere with the ex-
ccution of an order of the Courts. Every man's
liberty depends upon the maintenance of respect
for judicial authority and for that reason this order
of the Privy Council must be executed. But it
should be executed not in a spirit of religious ran-
cour, and the attempt to arouse such rancour isa
most cvil one, caleulated to do great mischief.
The failure to enforce it on Thursday was due to the
neglect of the civil authorities, who, warned of
possible dapger, ncpleeted to provide against it.
It is for the civil authoritics now to repair their
own injury ; and every man who values the peace
of the community, will render his aid in securing
the enforcement of it without public disturbance.

COMPARISONS ARE ODIOUS,

Protestant essayists, lecturers and historians
never tire of instituting comparisons between the
condition of Catholic and Protestaut States, always
of course to the disadvantage of the former. They
point with pitying finger to the condition of France
and Spain but when they spesk of England or Ger-
many they wax eloquent on their riches and pros-
perity and think they have furnished counclusive
proof that the Protestant is the best religion, They
secm to forget that ancient Athens might on the
same principle bave looked down upon Jerusalem
with the most unatterable scorn. The Athenians
might have pointed to the splendor of their regal
city, the magnificence of their.buildings, the genius
of their poets and philosophers, the conquest of
their gencials and admirals. They could bave
shewn the statue of Phidias by Praxiteles and the
profound philesophy of Plato and challenged the
Jews to prove the truth of their religion by pro-
ducing anything like them and be still as logical
as our modern profound thinkers, our Gladstones,
Carlyles and Hegels,

It is a fact that few will be inclined to doubt that
Our Savivur did not come dowa to found a religion
whicli was to confur material happinesa in this
world. No, he preached quite a different doc-
trine, and by word and example taught his follow-
ers that * His Kingdom was not of this world,"
The Protestant evangelizer would seem however
when pointing with exultation to the might and
wealth of England, and with scorn to the poverty
of Spain, to forget the sacred teaching of the Re-
decmer, or to ignore it. While not wishing to be
aggressive in our remarks, we cannot avoid saying
that there is morc of materialism and love of
wenlth, ns o means to worldy comfort attaching to
the Protestaut religion per ze, than to any one we
know or have heard of. Itshierarchy is richer and
its clergy keencr in their competition for lucrative
promotion then whose of any other creed, Christian
or Pagan. No one but an Episcopalian clergyman
could live in and draw a fut salary from a parish
where there was not & soul of his way of thinking
as they did in Ireland. The English State Church
ia haughty and rich and sends out but few mission-
aries ; the little evangelising that is done hy Pro.
testants emanating from the Methodists and Bap-
tists who are poor. Thus when the Irish Catholic
peasant was dying of starvation, in the supreme
‘hour of bis agony they took bim porridge and offer-

“ed it in exchange for his conversion as being a more
efficacions means than the gospel. And it is noto

rious that when a citi or district is plague stricken
those gentlemen are the first to fly from it and
leave their congregations to depend upon the Ca-
tholic Sister of Charity and to the much abused
Catholic priest. It is then very natural to hear
Frotestant lecturers and historians advance the.
prosperity of ¥ngland and Germany as a proof tlat
their religion is the true one,

But afier all are the Catholic people of France
and Spain so poverty-stricken and degraded as Pro-
testant writers and travellers would make them,
and are the English and Germans so superlatively
wealthy and bhoppy? What cansed the Irish in
this and other countries to leave their homes and
the beautiful land they loved so passionately and
well? It was famine and oppression, True they
crossed the Atlantic previous to the terrible years
commencing with 47, but it was then the volume
of cmigration swelled so largely. The Germans
have also come in millions, and a fair share of the
English and Scotch.
effects, and although Germany did not have a great
famine upon hor,still 'it is' & fact people do not
como out hore to spend fortuner, but to make them

4f possible, The French and Spanisrds and Ttal-

secrated ground, and-inpermitting to be burted 'the
remaing of Guibord, DR E Coent

ians do not emigrate as & rule, which-is.an évi.-;

‘falfilled these conditions? - We think’

prevented; not by them but by ‘a’mob, for. whose.

they caunot be held responsible; for the' best of all.

Like .causes produce like |

de_nct{ that they are “well “off “at” home
‘have miliions- of -Spaniards '
Continent, but'it. was' Jong ago the

around the Cape, to the :Indies; and. the discovery
of America, * It'is the fashion to’ rail ‘at Spain and
Italy nxd say they are poor, because they are Ca-.
tholic. Well, the Jews are. the richest people on

the earth. We doubt very.much if there isa pa-~ |

tion row, or if there ever existed a nation since
history first lifted the curtain and revealed the say.
ings and .doings of maukind, that could act like
France in 1871, which, after a most tremendous
war, could come forward and by the aid of its
citizens pay the almost fabulous som of Omne

Thousand Miliion Dollars. Prussia could certainly |-

not do it, notwithstanding her prosperons religion ;

‘and England herself after a disastrous war could

bardly raise the hard cash. Belgium is Catholic
and Holland is Protestant; but we have yet to
leara Holland is the more prosperous, People did
not wait for the light of the Reformation to ¢nable
them to discover America, and the art of printing
was inveated by the Catholic Caxton, The painters
and pocets and sculptors of the Rennaissance flour™
ished in the proud Italian Republics when, accord-
ing to progressive Protestants, the Popes reigned
supreme, ond jast previous to the advent ot Luther,
The laws of which Englishmen are so justly proud
were framed, then Cathedrals built and their col-
leges founded by their Catholic ancestors, though we
must acknowledge poorhouses did not come till after
the Reformation and Kings and noebles had robhbed
the monks of the patrimony of the peor. Again
the observant Protestant traveler notices with dis-
gust the number of lame and blind which abound

in great Catholic, and glories in their absence in Pro-

testant Cities. The reason is obvious. The Refor-
mation procured cells for them in prisons and poor-
houses where they are immured from the suns rays
and the faces of their friends and where the sight
of them will not be an eye sore to the wealthy and
the mighty of the land.

The less comparisons therefore Protestant Jounr-
nals and philosophers institute between the two
forms of worship the better for themseives even as
regards material prosperity and enterprise, for ia
our own day Catholics have tunnelled the Alps and
cuta canal through the Isthmus of Suez,

A WORD OF REPLY.

The Star of the 30th ult, did us the honor of de-
voting & leading article to the criticism of some
remarks we had made on the relations which should
exist bietween Irish and French-Canadinns. To
our contemporary's criticism we make no objec-
tion; we think the spirit in which it was written
was meant to be fair, and with fair criticism from
any source we find no fault. We write thesc lines
merely to answer two objections which the Star
makes to our article.

First, our contemporary calls our attention to the
fact that we said that “he who is not the friend of
Catholic advancement in this country deserves not
the friendship of the Irish in Canada,” and from
these words he concludes that we mean that no con-
scientious Protestant descrves the friendship of in-
dividunl Yrish Canadians, Now:it seemsto us that
to any one who has rend our article, it must be
evident that we had no such meaning. What we
meant to say—and we do not sec how any other
interpretation can be given to our words read with
the context—was that such persons do not deserve
the friendship of the Irish as a body. And, asthe
Star itself admits that these persons must neces-
sarily be conscientiously opposed to Catholicity:
how can it axpect that the Irish people, who, as a
race, are essentially Catbolic, should Ve friends
with the avowed enemies of Catholicity ? Surely
if # Protestants who are philanthropic enough to
love and respect both Irish and Frenck Cana-
dians,"—and whom we may assure our cont¢m-
porary Irish aund French Canadians arc philan-
thropic enough to love and respect as individuals,
—Delieve, as the Stay snys they do, Protestantism
to be better than Catholicity, and consequently op-
pose the advancement of the latter, it is asking
rather much of us who bolieve Catholicity to be
better than Protestantism to require us to offer them
our friendship as a body, and to connive at the op-
position by being friends with the opposers.

Our words in this regard scemed to the Star in-
tolerant, and showed neither * patriotism nor
liberality.” The fact of the matter is, Catholics
and Protestants differ so completely on matters
which are too important to admit of compromise,
that it is imposgible for them to be tolerant of each
other's principles, Thai isa species of tolerance
that we ask of none, and profess to practice towards
none. The species of tolerance we do endenvor to
put in practice, and whick we expect from others,
is that Christian charity which teaches us that we
must none the less love our brother because he
has fallen into error; but there is n vast differencé
between loving the brother whom error has
blinded, and loving or -tolerating-the error which
blinds him. Of all individuals who are sincere,
however crroncous their idens may seem to us, we
are lolerant; but we would consider that we did
anything but our duty were we equally tolerant of
those ideas themaclves, As. for the patriotism of
our words wc fail to sce that it shows lsck of
patriotism on our part to tell our Irish readers not
to bestow their friendshipyon a class who by their
own showing, opposc, and feel bound in conscience
1e oppose that which we as well as those readers
believe to be the greatest blessing which conld be
granted to our common country, the universal
spread of the Catholic Religion.

We are also takun to task for having said that
« Catholic interests ave anything but the’first con.

gideration with “our rt;sers of whatever: p.)litic‘u.1 :
ow the Star docs not at-
tempt to deny this fact, but goes off into'n justifica-’

party they may be.™

tion of it, o justificntion which scems rather out of

place inasmuch a8 we did not say that such:should’

not be the case, but conténted oursclves with stat-
ing that such was the case, Trom this fact we'drew.
the conclusion that inasmuch as our rulers had not
our interests in view, it behoved:us Catholics

gaardvigilently those intorests piii_r'sifélvd.s,ygnd \:\io: q
' 1uft the “matter” thére,” so that: ouk wordsthi
T A AR B 0! ; Lt 0 [RSAEN Ry

justified. "our contemporary's

course we Liave a very decided opinfion on the ques

gon ag to ~'whe'tgl_1qrn;it-,wou1d be desirabla that our
COniinent, b L. WAS . [ONE -850, e and i1 Government should give some considerat;
was, the spirit of | conquest ,which uiged them: : .B1Ve some consideration to Q.

thollc interests’ or. not,"and ‘one which we do 5
‘:hegitate to. say diﬁ'er‘s;matériil]y from that of t:t
S:tgr,lbut we defer speaking of it to another g¢ §
jSion, as this article has alreidy become lop o
than we'intended it tobe, - s
Meanwliile, we consider that our vontempors
objections are sufficienily answered.

- PASTORALLETTER

GRACE the ARCHBISHOP of TORONTO,

JOHN JOSEPH LYNCH, sy Tz Gracs o
APPOINTMENT.OF THE APOSTOLIO SEE, Arcy
- TORONTO, ASSISTANT AT THE PoNTIFICAL ’1‘:::2‘;: o

To the Clergy, Religious Communities, and the Laity of
Our Diocese, Health and .Benea'z'cu'o;: in the .Eof;.“y s

DearLy Berovep Brernren.—On the f gti
the Ascension of our Lord of this y(a: ies::i‘;frlc:f
ed to our vencrable Brothers, the Catholic Bishg "
of London, Hamilton, Sarepta, and Kingston o le%f
ter of convocation to the first Provincial rnod of
our Ecclesiastical Province, to be held in oqr Meot.
ropolitan Church of Toronto, on the 2Gth of Se
tember next. Tho first Council was to have bcel;
beld on the 14th of September, 1873, but varioy
circumstances intervened to cause us to defer ita
Councils have been held in the Church from Apos.
tolic times ; and, in the ordinary providence 0;
God, they are most useful to preserve the faith ard
discipline of the Church, There are various kinds
of Councils; but first let us soy whe are the legiti-
mate members who cemposs a (Ecumenical or
gencral Council of the Church. They affit)g
legitimate nod - rightly-ordained bishops of the
Catholic Church in communion with the Holy See
‘Those pastors of the flock of Christ, assembled jn
genersl Council, form a legitimate court or earth)
tribunal having power from the Head of the
Church, Christ, the invisible pastor of souls, to en.
act Jaws and enforce, by spiritual penaltics’ obe-
dience to theselaws. This Pactiament or éouncil
may be first (eumenical, when all the bishops of
the world are convoked by the Pape, the successor
of St. Peter, the chief Executive of the Church
The decisions of these Councils are infallible
Christ has said: “Hear the Church, and he that
hearcth not the Church let bim be to thee as g
heathen or publican, Christ would never have
ordered us to henr the Church if it could lead ng
into error; or s person could not be like a heathen
or & publican ifhe refused to hear a church that
could lead him astray.

In the second place, there are national Councils
whereall the Bishops of the nation nssemble t&
deliberate on matters affecting their whole country.
4s in our dnys the national Uouncils of Thurles
where all the Bishops of Ireland assembled; or thc':
national Council of Baltimore, to which all the
Bishops of the United States were called. A
delegate of the Apostolic Sec presides over these
Councils in the name of the Pape, The decrees of
these Councils only affect the nation, and do not
bind beyond its limits.

Thirdly, Provincial Councils, which are compos.
ed of all the Bishops of u certain Province, presided
overby the Archbishop of that Province, and
attended likewise by Thcologians, lends of
Religious orders, and seminaries, as consulters,
but not as judges or definers,

The fourth are the Diocesan Councils, or Synods,
composed of all the Priests having care of souls ofa
diocese, presided over by the Bishop, (Ecumenical
Councils alone have the power to define articles of
faith or morals, about which there might be any
dispute. National and Provincial Diocesan Synods
are convened for the purpose of promulgatiog doe-
trinal decisions of general councils or general laws
of discipline, or establishing remedies for any local
evils, or supplying local wants.

Our Provincial Council will, tberefore, make no
decrees concerning faith ; but it will be occupied in
reviewing the present condition of the Catholic
Church in Ontario, to see if the spiritual wants of
the Catholics, spread in some places sparsely over
this vast Frovince, sre attended to, whether there
are priests and chuorches or stations adequate to the
requirements of the people; if the education of the
youth is such as to cause no remorse or uneasiness
in the minds of Catholic parents or pastors ; if suffi-
cient provision is made to foster in youth those
seeds of divine vocation for the sacred ministry,
absolutely necessary to maintain the faith ; without
a true priesthood, a Catholic people cannot long
survive. Again, it will be the duty of the Bishops
to remedy any abuse that may spring up, occasioned
by that constant warfure with the world and its
cvil principles ; if there be o stagnation of spiritual
life, which begets indifference to religious truths;
if the services of the church in the administration of
sacraments and delivery of the Word of God to the
people, both by word and goed baoks, are all that
could be desired ; and the lives of the (I -tgy and
p2ople in keeping with their high vocation; if pro-
vision be made for the poor, tor the infirm and or-
phans; in fine, arc any efforts left undons whereby
souls mny be saved ; if it is true, as it is, that the
Church of Christ is like to the field of wheat, in
which tarcs and weeds intermingle with the good
seeds, or like the net dropped into the sea, into
which is drawn all kinds of fishes; but yet the pre-
cess of assorting, cleansing, and purifying must Le
constantly carried on. “The fan must be in the
hand to cleanse the floor and gather the wheat into
the barn” (Mat. fii.) Modern errors must be
opposed nnd combated. In our Councils no new
rules are to be made. Tho Church is not of te-day,
or yesterday. The old canons are to be revived 2a
far as our wants and the circumstnnees of this buw
country demand. Religious honses and congrega-
tions are to be seen to, that the primitive rule ard
discipline be observed. The Conncil must not
either confine its solicitude to the wants of the
people immediately under its care. ‘The true Gos-
pel is to be brought to the doors of those who do'
not openly profess the Catholic religion, multitudes
of whom, we trust, are Catholic in heart. They im-
plicitly moke an act of faith in all the teachinge of
Jesus Christ our Lord ;.but alas, when they come to
make an act of explicit faith in particular doctrines,
then they fail, and explain away the very life of the
doctrine, because they were thus instructed from
the truth, - How many good souls are weary, tossed
about by every wind of doctrine. Let them pray
und act courageously, despising the cowardice of the
slaves of the world, the fiegh, ov thedevil.  Let them
seek God, and they shall find Him, provided they
seek him with humility and sincerity. The Counci,
therefore, has a great and divine work to accom-
plish ; but.it has the promisc of. the assistance of
the Holy Spirit. It the Spiritof Godis with two or
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fully with the legitimate pastors of the Church as-
sembled in His name to do His own work,

The busines: of 1he Council . will be. conducted
for the most.part, privately amongst' tho Bishops
.and- Priests,  because:they are ‘the legitimate re-
- presentatives of the. people .for whose :welfare the
.Council is nsgembled.. 1'he-debates will have noth-
ing worldly. about-them, becanse the affuirs to be
‘treated are: of the Kingdom of God on enrth. If
‘matters of worldly importance.arise. affucting tho
‘interests of the Ghurch, men skilled in.such things
‘will be consulted. , The .clergy sre.divinely com-
‘mision¢d to teach, and the people arg, by, the same

ue anthority obliged tooboy. . * Obey, your pre-
nd be gnbjoct_to .,-t,ltiéib or . thoy, waitch 18

¥ an accotint of yourselves, that they
ithjoy, and:not with grief; for-{his 18
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three gathered in His name, he must be more power-



