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THE LADIES JOURIN.AT.

A Muskoka Adventure.

it ras oy Gay incump ; for i was not
seofe in that quarter of Muskoka to leave
one’s possessions very long anguarded.

Foward sunset there was a yreat whirring
in the air, followad by an immediate splash-
wy in the lake, near the caunmp shanty.,

Lookinyw vut, 1 saw a flock of Jducks some
five hundred yards away, swimming and
fluttering about as if half nad av the joy of
new-found water,

Tor an hour i bad been wondering what
new dish I could surprise the boys with at
supper time, and here now wias wmy very
chance, close at hand.

Catching up a shotgun and a few loaded
cartridges, T'went a little wuy down the
lakeshore, where my game would be in casy
reach.

So intently werc my eyes fixed upon the
ducks that 1 did not see a low-lying snarl
of wiry vines just beforo me.  Catching wy
feet in them, I was thrown face downward
upon the ground so violently that one
barrel of my gun went ofl, the charge tear-
ing an ugly hole in my thigh.

A eickening sense of pammand weakness
rwept over me, but by making powerful re-
sistance 1 escaped losing consciousness,

Though no actery wus severed a torrent
of blood rushed ont of my lacerated member.,
which I stanchedas well as I could with
shreds and bandages torn from my flannel
hunting shirt.

Then I reflected upon the sitnation.

In an hour the boys would come to my
rescuc. as it was a strict regulation of ours
10 get back to camp at sunset. But to stay
where I had fallen until then was out of
the question, for the ground was covered
with inyriads of ants which were aiready
crawling over me despite my efforts at keep-
ing them off. Soon they would attack me
1n earnest unless [ moved—and no man could
stand their torturing-apparatus for an
hour. .

Clearly, I must move at once, inspite of
the danger of fainting.

Braciug for the effort with every nerve I
began crawling back to camp, a fresh tide
of blood eluding my bandages with each
movement.

When half the distance was covered, 1
was 30 nearly exhansted that a halt for rest
was necessary.

Then a new idea occurred to me, and
drawing my revolver I fired three rounds of
two shots cach—the signal of distress which
the boys and [ had agreed upon for emer-
rencies, when we first went into camp.

Soon I beard their answering shots, less
than a mile away, and knew that they
would come to me as fast as the deose
undergrowth would permit—probably reach-
ng me in abont ten minutes.

Brushing off the murderous ants, which
were cansing me the most excruciating
agony by setting their strong jaws in the
edges of my wound, I again pressed on to-
waid camp, leaving a trail of blood behind
me as I went.

The last ten yards of that diflicult journey
1 made with Lright colors flashing before my
eyes, and with loud ringing sounds in my
cars, 50 ncar 1 was to fainting away.

Half way through the shanty.door my
strength gave out, aud I could go no fur.
ther.

Again dislodging the ants and tightening
my baudages, 1 settled myself to await the
coming of the boys.

What kept them so long?

It seemed ao hour since I had signaled
them, the pain made time drag so.

Would they pever get there?

Surely it was time 1 heard themn, any ways
and yet there was no sound of them.

My throat was dry, and pains—lirst dull,
then sharp and agonwzing—shot through my
wonnd. Altogether, I had pever before so
longed for the presence of my fellow-beings.

Aiv! they were surely coming, for yonder
a twig snapped under a heavy foot.

Taising myself upon one elbow, I looked
cagerly in the direction ot the sound to see
who the firet comer was, aud saw—not a
mar, but a panther !

The sleck, tawny brute was coming slowly
toward me, his head so low that his nose
seemed ta tonch the ground as he came.

Wonderingly I looked closcr, ond then [
understood his atrange moveinents.

He was following iy trail, from the place
where 1 fell when shot, and was lupping the
blood which marked mv course, as he came.

What iy fate would ho when he reached
me unless the bays got there first, it wasnot
at ali difficult to guess,

The gnawing of the vicious ants was now
forgotten,

I'bad no thoughts nor cyes for anything
but the panther.

Weak as T was Imanageq to keopmy head
clevated, first on one arm and then on the
other, so ] could watps +rary movement of
rog approacivag foe,

Once or twice ho pansed for a moment to
snill tho air, und then came on, lapping up
the bicod I had lost, as deliberately ns
fYer.

When he was within ten feet of me I began
counting the seconds which were likely to
clapso before he reached my wounded side.

1 vo longer feltthe pains in the wound—1
was only cunscious of one thing in the mmi-
verse—the pauther.

Naarer and nearer he came with apparent
regardiessiess 03 to how faraway the source
of his enjoyment might be.

At last, either a glimpse at me, or a sud-
den realization that he was uncomfortably
near the abiding place of men, caused him
to pause and settle backward on his
haunches, with a slight growl.

A swift undulant quiver ran over him, as
if he contemplated springing at me ; but if
this was his idea, he at once changed his
]l;]lin(?i’ got up and resumed lapping my

00d.

Such slight breeze as there was blew
toward me from him, foul with the nauseous
odors of his fetid breu.t}:,.

Again o twig sna .

Was it the bgoya ?ppe

O, it it was only they —if help were only
at hand !

I dared not attempt raisiog myself to see,
the panther was now so near ; and so I pres-
sed every enerey into the business of listea-

ing.

%ut aside from the slight noise made by
the breathing of the blood-lapping brute,
T could hear nothing.

Nearer and nearer yet came the panther
~—now less than two feet away.

Ob, why didn’t they shoot, if the boys
were there, as they must be—why did they
sufler the prolonging of agonies which must
have been so palpable to them ?

Once again the pantherlifted his head and
snififed.

Satisfied that ro danger was menacing
him, he took 10 lapping once more.

‘T'he sun was nearly down. Lookingacress
the lake I saw its last rays paling on the
western hills.

My hope of rescue waned with it.

Long before sunset time came again I
should be dead. Of that I now felt certain.

The panther, though, gave me no time for
moralizing.

He had reached my wounded side.

The bandages interfered with his plea-
sure, and with a low growl in impatience he
lifted o paw and struck them away.

Then I felt his rough tongue lick the
blood from my torn flesh.

A groan of anguish escaped me, he hurt
me so.

Answering it with another growl, he lifted
his head, poking his foul-smelling nose into
my very face.

It is said that the human eye has power
to intimidate dumb beasts, even in desperate
quarcers ; but my eyes, full though they
must have been of the strength of hopeless
despair, had no apparent effect on Lim.

He secemed to regard me contemptuously,
for, drawing in his breath and giving a
littlesnort in my face, ho actually spatter-
ed a spray of my own blood in my mouth
andeyes,

“ Quick !"” whispered & low voice just
oulside the shanty.

My heart gave a mighty and joyous leap.
He'p was at hand after all,

With a more menacing growl, the panther
crouched back on his haunches, his head vp
and his nostrile quivering, listening in-
tently.

Eut only for a moment.

Either disdain or thirst soon overcame hia
curiosity.

Againhegaveulittle snort, leared forward
and resumed lapping away at my now vigor-
ously bleeding wound.

Despair reasserted its reign.

Whaut were the boys waiting for !

No doubt they were there, for I had heard
not only the snapping of twigs, but that one
whispered word as well.

Couldn't they gee that the monster beside
me was lapping my life away ?

Were they afraid—were they mocking me
—why didn’t they fire ?

Then the pain in my side stopped, and the
panther screamed out und clawed the earth
ns if in mortal agony-

Thero wasa confused murmer of excited
voices, the noise of a great deal of rushing
about, a greas jumble of sounds altogetber.

Presently some one's hand was thrust
through my shirt and placed over my heart,
and somo one’s voice snid : ** We were in good
time—he is all right.” And then so weak was
I'that with the consciousness of safety came
utter unconsciousness of all things,

How Long Other Nations Work.

A Turkish working day lasts from sua-
rise to sunset, with certain intervals for re-
freshineut and repose. In Montenegro the
day-lahorer begins work betwcen 5 and 6 in
the morning, knocks off at 8 for half an
hour, worka on till noon, rests until 2, and
theu labors on until sunset. This is in
summar. In winter he commences work at
hali-past 7 or 8, rests from 12 to 1, and
works uninterruptedly from that time to
sunset. The rules respecting skilled labor
are thooretically the same, but considerable
laxity prevails in practice; in Servia the
principle is individual convenience in every
case. In Portugal from sundown to sub-
et is the usual length of the working day.
With field laborers and workmen iu the
building trades the summer working Jay be-
gins at half past 4 or 5 in the morning and
ends at 7 in tho evening, two or three
hours’ rest being taken in tho middle of the
dufv. In the winter the hours are from
half past 7 to 5, with a shorter interval of
repose. In manufactories the rule is twelve
hours in summer and ten in winter, with an
hourand a half allowed for meals.

Eleven hours is the average day’s work in
Belgium, but the brewers’ men work from
ten to seventcen hours, brickmakers six-
teen; the cabinet-makers of Brussels and
Ghent are often at work seventeen hoursa
day ; tramway drivers are on duty from ff-
teen Lo scventeen hours, with an houranda
hall at woon; railway guards somectimes
koow what it is to work nineteen and a half
hours ata stretch, and in the miming dis-
tricts women are often kept at truck-load-
ing, or similar heavy labor for thirtcen or
fifteen hours.

The normal work-day throughout Saxeny
is thirteen bours, with two hours’ allow-
ance for meal-taking. In Bacen the me
dium duration of labor 1s from ten totwelve
hours, but in some cases it far exceeds this,
often rising to fiftcen bours in stoneware
and china works and cotton mills, in saw-
mills Lo seventeen hours ; while the workers
in the sngar refineries, whero the shift sys-
tem is in voguo, work twenty-four hours;
and in too many of the Baden factories Sun-
day work is the rule.  In Russian industrial
establishments the difference in the work-
ing hours is something extraordinary, vary-
ing from six to tweuty, It is remarkable
that theso great divergences accur in the
same branches of industry within the same
inspector’s district and among estoblish-
meats whose produce realizes the same mar-
ket price.

Has a Big Dog.

Oue of the striking haures in the Rus.
sian palace at Gatschina 13 the great Danish
hound that stretches his powerful framein
the hallleading to the private apartments of
the czar.  This great dog is said to be the
largest of its species in the worid, and was
presented to the czarina about four years
ago by her father, the King of Denmark.
It is snid that the czar took a liking to the
apimal from the start, and never goes any
long journey without his company. Having
but little confiden~e in those about him,
he scems to centre his faith in the dog asa
guardiazn of uatailing fidelity, and the dog
apparently reciprocates the zttachment. It
wis reported Jast summer, when Nibilist
rumors were rife and docaments of a threat-
cning nature found their way to the very
table of the czar’s private cabinet, thut the
autocrat of all the Russias permitted the
hound to sleep in the hall adjoining bis
bedroom. For some uncexplained reason
the dog became very suspicious of one of

That rough, awful, tearing tongue d
to lick straight through my quivering body,
into my very heart. The pain from it made
me sick and faint.

Again there were sounds in my ears—
ringing sounds, a3 of many bells ; and roar-
ing sounds, as o mighty and adjacent
waterfalla—and with these swift and Dbe-
wilderingalternations of vivid light and total
darkness in my eyes. And through it all
the cutting, drawing pain from that tireless
tongue, cach second growing more intense.
0 God, would it nover end——

Crack—bang !

The noise of a rifle and a shotgun, fired so
ncarly at the same instunt that they guve
an almost simultaneous report. :

the goard , and crowled continualk,
when this man was put on duty asa so'.'.(
nelin the palace.  Nothing could be shown
and nothing was suspects< against the man,
but to satisfy the dog fe was withdrawn
from sentry duty. In the case of another
sentinel it was reported in St. Petersburg
that the hound leaped upon him and ncarly
tore him to picces the first time he saw
him. The czar, hearing the cries for help,
went to the door of iia apartment and
hastily called the dog, which obeyed his
summons. The sentinel was found to be
sadly lacerated, The czar directed that
the injured man should be cared tor and
compensated, but olso ordered that he
pever Yo permitted to enter the palsce

TO any Mother sending us her name and
address on & postal card, we will send
two sample tins of Nestié’s Al Food, sufi-

cient for four meals.  Nestles Food requires
the addition of water only in its preparatiun.
The best and safest diet to protect infants
against Summer Com plaints.
Talk with your physician aboul it.
THOS. LEEMING & CO., Sols Agents,
25 St, Poter St,, dozntreal

again, The autocrat has faith in the s
acity of the dog, which he has nained
Peter, after the founder of Russian great-
Dess.
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Spontaneous Combustion.

The origin of many a fire remeins a mys-
tery, and no doubt many 2o innocent man
or woman lives under the suspicion of
incendiarism, when the true cause of the
combustion was spontaneous ignition. For
the benefit of those who have not made the
matter & stuldy, the following list of sub-
stances and conditions has been compiied.

Couton-seed oil will take fire even when
mixed with 25 per cent of petroleum oil, but
10 per cent of mincral oil mixed with 10 per
cent of animal or vegetable oil will go far to
preveat combustion.

Olive oil is comnbustible, and mixed with
rags, hay, or sawdust will produce spoantace-
ous combustion.

Coal dust, flour dust, starch, flour (especi-
ally rye flour) are explosive when combinaed
with certain proportionsof air.

New starch ts highly explosive in itscom-
minuted state ; also sawdust in a very fiue
state when contired in a close chute aund
water directed on it.  Sawdust should never
be used in oil shops ar wasehouses to collect
drippings or leakages from casks.

Dry vegetable or animal oil inevitably
takes firc when saturating cotton waste at
180 degrees F. Spontapeous combustion
occurs most quickly when the cotton is
sonked with its own weight of oil. The
addition of 40 per cent of mineral oil (den-
eily 890) of graat viscosity, and emitting no
inflamwmable vapors,even iu contact with an
ignited body at uny point below 339 de-
grees Fahrenheit, is sufiicient to prevent
spontancous combustion, and the addition
of 20 per cent of the same wmineral oil
doubles the time necessary to produce spon-
tancous combustion.

Patent dryers from leakage into sawdust,
ete., oily waste of any kind, or waste cloths
of 8ilk or cotton, saturated with oil, varn-
ish, or turpentine,

Greasy rags from butter and greasy ham
bags.

Bituminous coal in large heaps, refuse
heaps of pit coal, hastcred by wet, and
especially when pyrites are present in the
coal ; the larger the heaps the more liable.

Lampblack, when alightly oily and damp,
with linsced oil especially.

Timber, drvied by steam pipes, ar hot
water, or hot-air heating apparatus, owing
to fine iron dust being thrown off, in close
wood casings or boxiugs around the pipes,
from the mere expansion and contraction of
the pipes.

The Babr,

One little hoad of golden hair,

Twe jittle cheeks so round and fair,
Two litile tips with fra%;-anl. sighs,
Onelittle noso and two blue oyes,
Twollttlo hands as toft as a poach,
Two littlo fcot with five toes cach,
Two little kmiles and Lwo littlo tears,
Two little lea and two little cars,
Two little olbows and two little know
One littlegrunt and one littio sneeze,
Onelittlg heart, but nolittln sine,
Plenty of skirts and lots o' pins,
Onolittle cloak mnd plont{ of frocks,
Ouwe liltle hood and tivo 1ittlo eocks,
A hl¥ disposition to haul apd to pull,
Ono littleatomach that's never full,
Ono little mouth of the rose's tint,
One Little bottle of peppermint.

—————— e

Singers and public speakers chow Adams
Tutti Fratti Gum to pres rve and strengthen
the voice. Sold by all' Druuygists and Cou-
fectioners 5 cents, - - -+



