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T general subject of geologzy is occupying an inercasing sha
of public attention. ‘The attempt to put an extinguisher upon geo-

logical researeh, or to denounce the doctrine of the inumense anti- {op ho eravel'and phmc clay of the tertiary strata, and confirmed’ depo:ned remains benealh the Tertiary strata.

quity of the material warld as subversive of revelation, is now too
late, and may be placed in the same category with the alarms ﬂ.t
on the first broaching of the Copernican theory ol the Solar system. !

Whether the doetrins referred to may be regurded as an acknow-

strongest presumptive evidence, the testimony of Scripture, which
stands on its own basi¢, is unafiveted by ite We do not mean to,

“affirm, that two contradictory representations can be both lrue,-—‘:
that the God of nature and the God of the Bible can be at variance ;
but we mean to say, that, if an example he wanted of rush and dar-

ing dogmatism asserling a supremacy over revealed religion, it wiil.
not Le more certainly fuund in the case of the man who displaces i it
to make room for a favourite theory in physieal science, thun in the
ore who will not suller that revelation lo speak but through his
lips, and assumes Scripture truth and his iaterprelalion thereof to,
e one and the same thing.

Tt is true, that individual interpretation, whether original or adopt-
ed, must be the guide to individual opinion on all subjects affected
by it; and it is (‘qlhl”) true, that Sciipture statements are often so.
obvious as to admit of but one opinion of their meaning ; but if one
portion of it is more obscurc than another, and more calculated to,
suggest to a thinking mind the necessity of waiting the uid of future!
developements befere it meaning can be fully comprehended, it is
that part which briely speaks of the ¢ beginning’® of all things.
And while we have an example in the writings of Moses of a cp’lcui
of 1400 years, from the lricth of Eoos to the 500th year of No.xh,I
being pussed over with litle more than a genealogical line com-!
mencing with Adam, and o further instanse off 460 years dismissed
in the Tth verse of Fxodus, w2 need not be surprised at the brevi-

ty which anarks the recond of any pertion of existence not imme-|

dintely connzeted with man, or the direct relations of his Leing.
Wo have bezn nineh pleased to find that Dr. Pye bmnh has Iate-.
ly heen delivering in London, a courst of iuctures, on ¢ Revelalmn
and Geology, or the relations betw Ten the Holy Seriptures anid|
nosne parts of Geological scinee 7 a subject with which the ve-:
nerable locturce i3 pcun!mrly comprteat 1o ileal® "The lectures have
been delivered to imimense @ wdiences, and have excited mm,n nte-
The following outlize of the Srd dhd 4th lecture‘;"ve €OpT
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! chaos founded upon a \':mne interpretation of the sacred writirgs,
Iedged trath, or he absolately desicd, or admitted to rest on the i

'lblc between those of earlier formations and the present race, but

i|"The principle obviously developed, as the great law of the uni-

“Hbut of animal and vegetoble life, having taken place in one locali-
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‘temporary animals. Before the deposition of the carly secondary,
Neat of which tropical clinates are now the subject, whwh was,
mcon,pauble with the existenco of any animals breathing through'
llun*« An estract from Mr. Banpace’s Dridgewater Tre'mae
‘was then read, showing the necessary antiquity of a lurge pmtmnl
|

by obiservations mude upot the sandstone at Arthur’s Seat near

Edinburgh,
I1. The Rev. lecturer then opposed a certain popular notion of;

-y
o

which affirm the earth to bs witheut formy, and void, ete., viz., let
it consisted of a hl,tnm(rt,neouq medley of water and muddy carth,
in a condition of darkness prior to the creation of mnan.

In opposing t]na notion, the Rev. Doctor not only referred to
‘certuin facts in a former lectore, hut read a passage from Profes-.
sor Purnrres, of King’s"College, London, of whom he spoke in
‘terms of the high'e_s't’-veulngj'.‘ A reference was made in this ex-
tract to animals, (w'hich, with the exception of some coal forma-
tions, coustituted tho first deposns ) An analogy was discovera-

|
)

it was only the analogy of genas, not of spicies ; mor could it be
mmgmed that the conlinuation of these genera, under the preaent
condition of the earth, was the result of procreation ; - their generic
resemblance however, proved &hen’ ormn from lhe same wisdom

and power.

111 Reﬁ,rence was lhen que to the suppoaed creation of the
cun and other heavenly Bodies, on the fourth day, and of light, as

the sun. The neces»:tj, however, of Solnr heat for ve«etuble
production on the preceding day, rendered such an arrangemeny
impossible in his opinioq," without resorting to the intervention of
a miraculous agency, which he strongiy denounced as a gratuitous
severance of a knot which those who suggested it were unable to
untie. ‘The Rev. gentleman most strenvously advoeated the doe-
trine of a Divine plin, carried into effect through natural agency,
a3 the only ground ou which we can rest in our investigations—
j|that to asser1, or oven suppose, a miracie where none was record-
éd, was a prasumptuoous attempt at wielding an Cmnipotent pow-
iter, or holding the prerogatives%f the Auncpry at our disposal.

verae, wag gravitation, and cven uuraclos themselves were not to
be resarded o9 vxo!au;nu this rule, butzas, provided for in harmony [
with it, and, us fur a8 we knowy enly“msea !é attest the vahdnrj of]

Divina revelations. s»"-‘ o i
IV. The prevaiting impression of the creation, not of man only,

f
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ty, and disperscd themsolves to the various parts, was opposed, on
the ground of varicties in climate and adaptation, as unfavournile
to their temporary residence in oue place, and as supplying no ob-
vious means for their transfer to distant vegions.

!

V. The nation of zuima! decay and death having been the re.
'}-ult of ihe fall of man, was tien adverted to aiapparently counte-
maneed by the starewment, that ¢ b" one man sia entered into the

W nl‘wut aliemypiing present 19 ex-

[E39 |

‘\"qr!d and deata by sin.’
p‘l an ihie, or any other porl on of Divine wiit, a reierence 1D es-
t bliched facts showed a neeessary velation bhetween life and death,

jaud the depeadence of tho former on the lutter, through all the)

. . . . K
different from whet it had been since the creation of man and con-

<irata, the mean temperature must have been equal to the meatcct"‘

a wnass of amorphous wmatter which, in its condensed state, formed ‘

literary reputation of Deo bondh, conjained with his singular tras. }‘ch""‘“o operations of aatore ; and moreover, that a destruction
pareney of character and deep e T unutlected piety, has seenred o, Jof life on a large sealo wrs absolutely inevitable in the supply of
this course of the Congregaiion t Lertares zn nnprecedented .”_‘iﬂu. laudv with food, exen where the diet was apparently wholly of |}t

tendunce, which b been su-tained with inerensing tntovest.

The third lecture was detivored on Tuesday the 10th instant.,
Tho Rev. Doctar, havir oiil red up a short praver, and read I.lnn.f
adverted 1o certain glosses on!

;1 vegetable character.

VL A topic now engaged the attention of the Rev. lecturer, to
iich considerations of the greatest imporlance were attached,

viz.. that of the Nouchian deluge.  Ife, however, did little more
than read the Seripture account of that awful event, and comment
'on the universality of tradition respecting it, and concluded with
!«}cuk..nw tha anxiely with which he looked forward to the re-
rsuminiion of @ subject posseased of so many important cearings.

| During the lecture, frequentallusions were made to the charac-
imrs and writings of eminent geologists and other gcientific indivi-
duls, gentleman indulged in a feeling of gene.

xi. 33, as tho maoito of his lacture,
the sacred volune, which were diveetly apposed to the facts mvn-f
tioned in the precading Lot 3 and, “lulu e eravad the o u.xhd‘
and patient attention ol i nndivaee, he espeeially impressed upen |
their notice the ebvious:
hum'm interpretation of the sime,

. The Rev. gentleman then Trought forward many ficts illus-,

an
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lstinetion belween Meripiure testivnony \uu}

trative of the great antiquity of the material world, aind of unim:alf&
rous enthusizen:, as characteristic of himself as it was gratifving to

and vegetable life, as epposed to the wference drawn fiom the
stalonieats mad\ in the first aed the commensemen of tie seeond |
chapter of Genosis (whidrought to have beennctuded iz cuo canp-i
ter), alse ia Bx. xx: 1L

Ite presevted ovidences of the vast periods of tine which must
have elapsod hetween the several changes in animal and vegetablel
existenre, Indicated by the peeculiar character of stratified doepa-;
sits. e called the attention of his auditors to satne facts in the
departments of chetistry, unatural history, and mechaninal forees,!
of which many well-educated and sensible people counld not pow—‘
bly be cognizant but through a relianee upon the testimony of men:
whase profound knowledge of various branches of science, united,
to nublemished integrity of character, and tested by the scvcrest;
scrutiny, Doth of a friendly and adverse nature, cutitled them to]
the credit and honour which no one dreamed of withholding finm!
Newron, La PrAack, or HHErRscurn,  Among these, wis thc(

‘l

il Alter an introductory praver, Dr. Sxrtn resumed the subject

i
1
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in which the Rev.

chis hesrors,

The Teurth Lectare was delivered on Thursday the 21st instant.

with whi-h be concluded the last lecture ; and, after again ad-
varting to the traditional testimony of all nations to tho cvent of
the deluge, he remarked, that just views had but recently been
entertzined of its physical character. Even when the Reformation
had succceded the durk ages, the minds of great and good men
were too much orcupied with passing events to find sermons in
stones or sciencs in ravines. The present was a time peculiarly
ftted for tho stedy of this subject. Geology conld not take its
place as a science till the exact scienzes were hronghl to the per-
fection at which they had now arrived. Formerly every bene,
every layer of sand, gravel, ete., was called an antediluvian relic,
without any examination of their character or investigation of their
relations.

|
to examine into physical causes, should preduce in many minds a

direetly oposite tendency.  Thus many went to the other estreme,
and asserred that no traces of such a deluge were discernible :
““The trath, inmy judgment,”> szid the Rev. Doctor, ** lies be-
tween these estremes.”” The earth had evidently been subjected to
. Tevolution not more than five or six thousand years back. Prece-
ding ones had buried legions in the waters, but none of the !ast had
The diluvium or
“alluviam which covers so large a portion of the immediate surface
of'llxe earth, was regarded as one formation, and the flood was tho
supposed cause of all the drift, gravel, and collections cf bones. If

n
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‘a cavern were found with groups elanimal remains in it, the Sood

‘kad driven them there.  But it was necessary to the discovery of
'truth, to classify and compare organic remains as well as the places
Llu.v occupiad 5 that the cause of every variety in organic structure.

‘and the formation ofloc«s, should be traced out and demonstrated..

|
A copious reference was then made to the - structure and ' position

1of'bowlders and their relation to the native rocks<from which
Ithey had becn broken off, from which they occupied distances
l
which both had undergone m the entirc rounding of their edges
and in the formation of decp and long-grooves, indicated not only:
the immensely protracted action of currents, and that in one par-.
ticuhr direction, but the submeralon of ages, and subj jection to ac-.
tion and re-action.

*The attention of the meeting was 111en directed to the Siloriun;
formations described by Mr. Murcsrson, and so called by him.
in allusion to the Stlures, ancient Britons who inhabited the coun-.
itry where these strata are most distinetly developed, comprising-
the present districts of South VWales, part of North Wales, with:
part or all of the counties of Salop, Ifereford, Worcester, and
Menmeuth, and constituting the most ancient scdimentary rocks,
exhibiting also great numbers of distinct formations, and en-
tirely differing in theiv characier from Luncashire and the districts
southand east_of it. .o

From the indications already atluded te, several conclusions.
were drawn ; viz., That the most ancient deposita had been raised
iby volcanic action above the sea, whose beil 1hey formerly oecu-
pied, evincing among other proofs which he adduced, that they
were mare ancient than the Noachian delogé ; that they were not
deposited by any transicnt deluge covering land that had befora
been dry, since the parts cast and south of the Silurian deposits-
had becn inundated at different and distant periods.

. Allusion was made to the Alps, which the Rev. Doctor describ-
e as pewer mountain formations than those of Wales, and as.
having by voleanic activn been raised from the level of ;a vase
marshy plain.  Also to partial deluges, the traces of w hich wera
observable in the neighbourhood of the Alps, Sweden, and Lap-
land. . : '
The Rev. gentleman than. entered upon a question involyv-
ing most important and serious considerations, the weight of which
;cudmt]y pressed very strongly upon his mind. It was obviously
'pamf'nl to him to encounter leng-estublished opiniens, which had
‘heen in the minds of great and excellent men identified with the
rstatements of iaspired writ 3 and, if those which he presented ap-
ipcared Lo contradict those statements, he protested against such a
'coustruction, while he expressed a decided opinion that the flood
iof Noar was not universil, nor resulted in the destruction of all
aimal life. Tle was aware that this would seem to some a perilons
{position to place himselfin ; buthis regard to truth prevailed over
'm -er other consideration. Nor ought it to be considered as an at-

ampt to sacrifice the testimony of inspiration to the speculation of'
modern science 3  for the testimony of Dishep StinringFLEET
and MatrHew PooLrE to the same effect sufficiently evinced
that such an interpretation of seriptere was not made at the de-

sonrce.

Connecting tha question with physical causes, it appeared to
him, that, unless we resorted to miraculous agency (against the
aratnitous appropriation of which he protested, as both unphiloso-
phical and presumptuous), it was impossible to inagine the Ark
capable of containing pairs of all the animals, whose existence
mast entirely depend on their esemption {rom inundation. He
knew many had, in calculating the capacity of the ark for such "a
\purpose, reduced the number of animals to some four to five han.
dred species 3 but individuals moderately acquainted with nataral
history, were not satisfied with such incorrect representations,
The species of mammalia alone were already lknown to consist of
1300, Of repliles, which could not live in a lood, a vust nvmber,
and some of large bulk. Of birds also, which would need tha
same protection. And when it was considercd that these were in
pairs, 2ud in some instanccs seven pairs,—that food also must be
provided adapted to the organic siructure of each,—that ventila-
tion snited to the congregating of such vast numbers of animals
must be supplied, s far as wo knew, by means of one window,—
add 1o this the fact, that more than 66,000 species of plants.
would require the same protection, ar obstacle was presented to
this conelusion which nothing but miraculous interference counld

surmount.
Nor was the case of the ighabitants of seas and rivers to be

fact sufficiently known to every chemist and physiologist, that the|
atmosphere of the carth must at ono peried hava besn cssom::ﬂly{

It was scarcely & matter of surprise that this determination not

overlooked. Lither the additional water supplied was salt or it

"

varying from one to many hundreds of miles. The abrasion also:

ey u{

mend of modern geologists, but aroso from a very difference -



