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guch as prayer meetings, teachers’ meetings,
evoning school, &o. A curious.feature of these
reformatory messnres 8 & coundil of twelve
prisoners, This council is elected by the cun-
viots, and aots as an intermedisry between the
prisoners and the administration, A prisoner
entering the gaol goes before this body of his
fature assooiates, and is sdvised as to his con-
duot, The warder allows the counecil to pre-
gent measures and petitions, and secures its
jpflaence over refractory prisoners. The
Bishop was present at one of these conferences,
sod was impressed with the openness and good
senee of the apeakers, some of whom sre men
notorious for crime, and found that under
these arrangements the disocipline /f the

rison is maintained with but little panishment.
Ehe Byard of Inspeotors expressed themselves
a8 convinced that the methods are steps in the
right direction for the reformation of prisoners.

FACTS AND FIGURES

e

By Rev. J. S. HaBTZELL.

There are some facts which arrest one’s
attention and set one thinking. The growth
of the Church (commonly called Protestant
Bpiscopal) is remarkable.

In the * West End” of Boston 40 years ago,
there were two Congregational meeting houses
and no Episcopal Church. Now there are three
Episcopsl Churches and no Congregational con-
ventiole. In New York, nocordicg to the New
York Evening Post, the inorease of population
in five years has been 15.38 per cent., the in-
orease of church membership (all churches ex-
cept the Episcopal) has been 3.12 per cent.,
while including the Episcopal it has been 13.03
per cent. But the increase of the Episcopal
slone was 31.74 per cent.—double that of the
popualation, and nearly treble that of all
the depominations put together,

Note this difference of increas. for the
periods given :

NAME. PEBRORNTAGE.

From 1872 to 1882, Frona 1882 to 1887.
cirene e 3088l BL T4

Episcopal,....... 7
Presbyterian(regular).21.28........... 8.20
) “ (811 slindea) 8.90
Baptiat......ooeeve 020181500 5.08
Methodist.............-.. IL72. .. 112

Reformed (In Amerioa)..28.38. . .
Congregational . ....... 180080, . ineiinnaneineen 5.78 decrease.

Take another set of figures. The Albany
Evening Journal Almanac, for 1888, p. 103, rays:
‘ Among English speaking people in the world
there are Episcopalians 21,450,000; Methodists
(all kinds) 16,100,000 ; Roman Catholics 14 750,-
000 ; Presbyterians (all kind-) 10,700,000; Bap-
tists(all kindz) 8,210,000 ; Congregational,650,-
000, Add io the first named the G'reek and the Ro
man Catholic Churches (all nationalities), bnth
of which are also K iscopalian—that is, they
bave genuine Bishops—and the number of Kpis-
copalians in the world will be 300,000,000,

ako another view. Daring the year ending
Advent, 1888 (November 30th), the following
convorsions to the Church of ministers of the
denominations were reported: ethodists 8;
Baptists 5 ; Roman Catholic priests 4; Presby-
terian 3 ; Congregational 2; German Reform 1,
Lutheran 1; Keform Egpiscopal 1, and two
whose denominations wore not named. Total
27. For 13 years past the records show sn un-
nual average of 30 ministers of ihe denominations
seeking Holy Orders in the Church. '

Since 1876, 32 Methodist ministers spplied to
Bishop Perry, ot Jowa, for admission 1o Ordors,
Among couversions this year may be mention
ed : Baptists, Rov. Dr. Robert W. Pearson, of
Arizons ; Rev. E. P. Gould, many years Profes-
sor in tbe Noewton Theological Inetitute; Rev.
Mr. Shield, of Muas:achusetts; and Rev. Mr.
Wylio; Presbyterian. Rov. O, P. Fitzsimmonds,

of Georgia; Congregational, Rev. P. Allerton
Maorch, of Maine; German Reformed, Rev.
Charles F. Sontag, of Washington, D. C. Four
stadents of the Datch Reformed Theological
Seminary lately renounced that oreed and came
into the Church.

Some six years ago Rev. K. E. G. Oppen, of
Wigconsin, with the Lutheran Orpban Home
and the Lutheran constituency back of it, came
into the Church.

Take & view from still another point. Inthe
week after Easter (1889), Bishop Paret, of
Maryland, in 8t. John’s Church, Washington,
D. C., confirmed (according to Apostolic ex-
ample, Aotg viii, 12~17; xiv, 21, 22; xv. 41,
xix. 6; Heb. vi. 12) a class in which were nine
oolored candidates, and the wsister-in-law of
Postmaster-General Wanamaker(Presbyterian),
the daughter of the late Justice Matthews of
the U. 8. Bapreme Coart, the danghter of Sec-
retary J. G, Blaine (Presbyterian), and Justice
Gray of the U S. Supreme Court. Agsin in
England a olass confiraed by the Bishop of
Llandaff, of 20 men five had been Wesleyans(one
8 local preacher), two Buptists, two Iandepend-
ents, two Calvinistic Methodists; of 19 women
three boys and girls two had been Ro>man
Catholics, two Wesleyans, one Moethodint.
Again, at Ehrenfelt, in Cambria Co., Pua., the
late Rev. A. P. Diller, who lost his life in the
Johnstown flood, found three small Christian
bodies strangling for success under three local
preachers, He presented the Church to them
in her historic and apostolic character, and the
three bodies united in & Church Mission, and
28, including the three local preachers, were
lately confirmed by Bishop Whitehead, of Pit-
tsburg,

By the way—Two-thirds of the framers and
signers of the Constitation of the United States
were Episcopalians. So were the authors of
the National sirs, ¢ Hail Columbia” and * Star
Spangled Banner."

The question may be asked: Why is this
drift of ministers and members of the denomina.
tions to the Church ?

I. In doctrine the Church * holda fast the
faith once delivered to the saints,” and does not
follow the fancies aud speoulations of modern
men and sects” teachicg for dootrine the com-
mandments of men.”" She ‘holds fast the form
of sound words” (the Creed) and is trae to her
Apostolic faith, chsaracter, foundation and
Order.

II. Another reason is her incomparable Book
of Common Prayer, which is s protest against
the bald system of the denominations, in which
the minister is the worshipper, the ocongrega-
tion listeners. Being Common Prayer, it puts into
themounths of the people the devotional and spirit-
ual treasures of the ages, giving to the people
an equal share in the worship of God by ite re-
sponsive charaoter, in imitation of the worship
of the ancient Chuarch, and of the Jowish
Church, and of the wurship in Heaven ([sa. vi.
3; Rov.iv. 3-11). Of this Book of Common
Prayer, Dr. Adam Clarke (Methodist commen-
tator) says, * ltis, next to the Bible, the book
of my undertsnding and my heart.,” And Jokn

Wesley said, ** 1 believe there is no liturgy in
the world which breathes moro of s solid,
Scriptural, rational purity than the Book ot
Common Prayer.”

IIL. The third reason may be fuund in the
difference in the theory of worship, The de-
pominutiobs go to church to hear sermons and
be wcutertsined thcreby. The pulpit is the
most prominent article of i1urniture, and the
sermon the most important purt of the service.
Charobmen go to Church to worship God, the
sermon (if there be any) being a secondary fea-
ture ; and if there he none, the service is com-
plote in itself. Henuve ibe various elements uf
wership in the Book of Cummon Prayer—
Confession of Sins, Profession of Faith, Pusalter,
Scriptares, Chanis, Hymns, Prayers, &c. Thir
idea of worship is seen most prom:uently in
the number of Communions. Christ did not
institute Sunday Morning and Evening Service

with long sermon. The only worship He insti-
tuted was the Supper of His Body and Blood,
which, ip ancient times was the Church’s daily
(Acts ii. 46) and at farthest weekly (Acts xx. 7T)
worship. The Church bas frequent Commun-
ions because men need the ghostly strength of
this spiritual nourishkment; bat the denomina-
tions, relying mainly on subjective religion and
the sermon, do not worship God frequently in
this primitive and Divinely appointed way.

1V. A fourth resson for this drift to the
Church is the nnocertainty of the denominational
mipisters (a8 expressed by themselves) that
they are ministers; and the desire to have
true Ordination and Divine Mission, and be
fou.d in & Charch of historical continuity and-~
Apostolic Sucecssion, They come to realise
that Lather, Calvin, Wesley, Menno, and other
men, however good, could not found churches
nor give a valid ordination or a Divine mis-
sion; that if they eould, then any other good
man, or wowan too, could found churches and
ordain mioisters. They realize that the true
Charch is & Divine institntion, with & Divine
Order and & Divine Commission, and with one
unchanging Faith; founded by Christ Himself
a8 he alone could, 1800 years ago, and with
which He promised to remain to the end of the
world; of which the organieations oalled
 shurches” founded in the last three centuries,
all differing in faith a 1d hostile to each other
in fact, are no part.—The Church Eclectic.

THE MUSIC OF THE SUNDAY-
SCHOOL.

(By Rev. Canon J. H. Enowles M. D., Rector
of St. Clement's €hurch Chicago.—From the
Church Review, N. Y.

—

The music of the Sunday School labors ueder
the strange disadvantage which in s0 many in-
stances hinder proper development in primary
conditions, '

Anything is considered to be good enough for
ohildren, and so the most precious years for the
formation of correct impressions are allowed to
pass by unused, or abused.

In secolar education this reproach is beiug
gradaually 1emoved, and true thinkers are
aware that the wisest teachers, the best appli-
ances and the most philosophic nse of the same,
are especially needed for the opening years of
the pupil

In Sunday Schools, especially in the musical
relations, much reform is needed. Usually
some blundering tyro, who wants to practice,
is put at tho organ ; the tunes are played with-
out that sabtle attention to true rbythm which
a trained musician csn alove give. The young
man or woman who voluntoers 1o play bungles
slong, This piece or that piece they oczunot
pertorm st sight, they will learn them for next
Sunday, and so, a fow iliy-played hymas are
sung uver and over, until the cnildren become
disgusted with the monotouy, and lapse into
cumplate iudifference daring the musical ex-
ercises. The children, those who are mausiocal,
aro keenly alive to sll the fuunits, jast as much
K0 88 grown peopio, for the finer musical sus-
ceptibilities are innate and not acquired, The
power Lo express Lhose susoeptibilities may be
tsught, but the musical taste itself cannot be
imparted. Hence the importance of giving
the very best music to children. When L say
beat, I do not mean the involved and the mysti-
cal, but [ mean musio that is throbbing with
pruperly proportioned pulsation, clear in har-
mony, gracetul in melody, and exactly saited
to the words. To produce such music you must
bave s musician at the key-bosrd, otherwise
the difficulty becomes incoheront, and the easy
becomes inane  Above all things the time and
rhythm must be well sud gracetally marked,
not & mere tom-tom performance, but that



